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Latin did not dominate the Roman Empire
until the empire was beginning to disintegrate
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[image: image4.png]New Testament books where
Roman background is most important

* While all of the New + Mark appears to
Testament has some have been written to
Roman background, a Roman audience, &
the books with the Acts records a number
greatest Roman of interactions with
background are the = Roman officials &
gospel of Mark, Acts, military officers.

Romans, Galatians, . Several of the churches
Ephesians & had strong Roman
Philippians. cultural influences.
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[image: image6.png]The Roman tax system

« Since the Roman i
Empire was an - X
economic system
& its philosophy
of empire was to
require payment,
the tax system
was basic to . o
Rome’s rule. ST o=

Receipt for taxes on pigs,
1 of 3 from 11-16 AD




[image: image7.png]The Roman tax system

» Tax collection in
each political region
was done privately
by the winning bidder.

» The bidder promising
the highest tax from
a region got the
contract — & kept =
the rest of the tax R

Comaa? i

funds for himself. Import tax receipt, Memphis, Egypt




[image: image8.png]Roman taxes & the New Testament

» The 1st mention AL nesCensus
& impact of the ; - declaration,
Roman tax system s May 10,91 AD
comes when Mary “...From Peteuris,
& Joseph are son of Horos, a
required to go r_eS|dent of the _
to Bethleh > village of Bacchias.
0 bethiehem . There belongs to
for a census to .,

4 ; me in the village
determine tax 4% i 3/4 of ahouse in
levels.

© ™ which | dwell...”



[image: image9.png]Roman taxes & the New Testament

« Roman taxes are ¢ This meant that

brought up again Matthew’s job,

with the calling of before being called
Matthew (aka Levi), as a disciple, was

a tax collector for to collect taxes

the Romans, sitting (customs duties)

in a tax booth on animals & goods
(Matthew 10:3; passing along a

Luke 5:27). roadway.



[image: image10.png]Customs house receipt

"Stotoetis has paid the
customs of Soknopaiou
Nesos two drachmas in |
eremophylak() ichnous
for exporting two pack-
donkeys. Year 4 of
Antoninus and Verus,
our Lords Augusti, on
Pauni the nineteenth, 19."




[image: image11.png]Roman taxes & the New Testament

“Tax collectors and + Matthew 5:46; 9:10,

sinners”, or some 11: 11:19; 21:31, 32
variation on that « Mark 2:15, 16
phrase, was a « Luke 3:12; 5:29, 30;
common reference 7:29 34: 15:1

among Jews in
Israel for those who
practiced the worst
of morals & ethics.



[image: image12.png]Even the very worst can be saved

* Luke 19:1-10 records
the amazing salvation of
Zaccheus, the wealthy
chief tax collector.

* Given that he was a Jew
who held a high position
in collecting taxes for
the despised Romans,
this is very remarkable.



[image: image13.png]Roman taxes & the New Testament

* When Jesus
was asked by the
Pharisees & the
Herodians if it was
proper to pay taxes
to Caesar, He
asked to see a
denarius coin
(Matthew 22:15-22;
Luke 20:22-26).

1) Their possession
of the coin showed
they were under
the Gentiles.

2) It had a graven
image, forbidden
by the Mosaic Law.

3) Caesar claimed
divinity on that
very coin (DIVI).
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(Highest Ruler)

Augustus Ti(berius) Caesar Divi Aug(usti) F(ilius)
["Augustus Tiberius, son of the Divine Augustus“]
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"Whoever forces you to go one mile,
go with him two."

A Roman soldier could
force anyone else by

law to carry his military
equipment for one mile.

Jesus told the Israelites
to carry the soldier’s
equipment for another
mile beyond what was
required by Roman law.




[image: image16.png]You! Carry His cross!

¢ The same set of
laws that allowed
a soldier to force a
person to carry his
stuff for a mile also
allowed a soldier
to force anyone to
carry the cross-piece
(patibulum) for one
who could not.

That is why, in
Matthew 27:32
we read:

“As they were
coming out, they
found a man of
Cyrene named
Simon, whom they
pressed into service
to bear His cross.”



[image: image17.png]Rome’s cruelest punishment

« Rome’s cruelest
punishment —
reserved for the worst
of the worst criminals
& the lowest levels of
society — was handed
down to Jesus Christ.

Stauros, & the related family of words, was
considered such foul language that Roman

officials were allowed to use alternate wording
in handing down a sentence. Imagine: “I have
been crucified with Christ...” (Galatians 2:20)




[image: image18.png]Rome’s cruelest punishment

< Abuse before crucifixion was
both unlimited & common.

» The condemned person was
typically stripped of clothing.

» Nailing was variable; anything
that hung the criminal up on
the cross to die was allowed.

» Since blood loss was typically
minimal, death could take days

» Unclaimed bodies were simply
dumped in a refuse area.

The heel of a
man named
Jehohanan,
found in
Jerusalem
in 1968




[image: image19.png]Which New Testament cities
were Roman colonies?

Antioch

Pisidian Antioch Galatia

Lystra

Corinth

Philippi*

but only Philippi is named as a colony
in the New Testament (Acts 16:12).




[image: image20.png]The first Gentile converts were in
the house of Cornelius, a Roman centurion

» Acts 10 records that
Peter 15t delivered the
gospel to the Gentiles
in the house of
Cornelius, the Roman
centurion: “...through
His name everyone
who believes in Him
receives forgiveness
of sins.” - Acts 10:43
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[image: image22.png]Citizenship

+» Citizenship in a
city or people was
a longstanding
pattern in ancient
times.

* In the Roman
Empire, that
citizenship took on
special significance,
because of laws
specific to Rome.

There was a
family of Greek
words surrounding
citizenship &
evidences of
citizenship which
were characteristic
of Greek, then
Roman culture:
Philippians 1:27;
3:20; 4:3.
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birth certificate

* 145 AD, Alexandria, Egypt

« “...records as a Roman
citizen my son, Lucius
Sempronius Saturninus...”

* The apostle Paul may
have gotten his Roman
citizenship in a similar
way.
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“book of life”
kind of document

« A few names crossed out

* “Ptolemaios, son of Dront()
Dront(), father of Ptolemaios
Dionysios, son of Po[ Jes
Po[ ]Jes, father of Dionysios
Patas, son of Kopreus
Kopreus, father of Patas
Petros, son of Choous
Choous, father of Petros...”




[image: image25.png]Romans 6:23, written to Christians,
expanded & explained

For the wages+ the sin natures pays:
death, but the gift* that God freely gives:
eternal life in

i All soldiers were, of
Christ Jesus | course, paid a wage

our Lord. (opsonia). But when a
+ opsonia new emperor came to
* charisma power, he customarily

gave the soldiers a
substantial free gift
(charisma).



[image: image26.png]Ephesians 1:4-6

4 just as He chose us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we would be
holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He
predestined us to adoption as sons through
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind
intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the
glory of His grace, which He freely

bestowed on us in the Beloved.



[image: image27.png]'\[ﬁ Key word in Ephesians 1:5

adoption as sons (KJV: adoption of children):
huiothesia = son + position

If there ever was a statement of our position
in Christ, this is it! (see also Romans 8:15, 23;
Galatians 4.5)

By Roman law the adopted son had a position
beftter than the natural-born son:

A full heir, irreversible, the adopted son was
legally severed from any prior sonship (see
Ephesians 2:2; 5:6; Colossians 3:6).




[image: image28.png]Augustus Caesar

(Emperor: 31 BC-14 | Adoption as sons
AD), an emperor

who received ‘the |, Adoption as sons

adoption as sons’ | was a new process
(Galatians 4:5) originated in Roman

law in order for a

Tiberius (?aesar, Roman Emperor
(Emperor: 14-37 | o pe assured of

AD), also an having an heir
emperor who to the throne.
received ‘the

adoption as sons’




[image: image29.png]The consequences of
adoption under Roman Law:

* 1) The adopted son +3) The old life of
lost all rights in his the adopted son was
old family & gained completely wiped out,

all the rights of a so that the adopted

fully legitimate son son was regarded as

in his new family. a new person entering
. 2) He became an into a new life.

heir to his new *4) The adopted

father's estate, even son was literally &

if other sons were absolutely the son

born afterwards. of his new father.




[image: image30.png]Historical timeline of the Bible

Creation 3000 BC 2000 BC 0100 AD
Abralham Jews exiled
Moses | to Babylon
in 586 BC
David New
Testament

Saul > David > Solomon
Each reigned about 40 yrs
then the kingdom divided
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[image: image32.png]Philosophy of empire
regarding conquered peoples

Egypt | Assyria | Babylon| Persia | Greece | Rome
Capture | Relocate | Relocate | Support Infuse Allow
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needed of then culture, | culture & | culture,
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Though the people of Israel had aspects of their culture
that were distinctive, they were also impacted & influenced
by each of the empires to which they were subject
or with which they had some kind of contact.




[image: image33.png]Development of Pharisees,
Sadducees & NT era Jewish groups

* From the time of * The New Testament
Ezra, a group of (NT) reveals several
Jews known as the of these groups:
Hassidim held to Pharisees (Matthew
the Old Testament 3:7), Sadducees
scriptures. (Matthew 22:23),

« These were the roots ~ Zealots (Acts 1:13),
of several groups Essenes (Matthew

which began in the 3¢ 9:43), & the Sicarii
& 27 centuries BC. (Acts 21:38).



[image: image34.png]The Sadducees

¢ The Sadducees held
only to the first five
books of Moses, &
did not believe in a
resurrection norin

angels (Mark 12:18). , They were very

temple-centered, &
though a minority
they often held the
position of “chief
priest®, such as
Caiaphas (Acts 4:6).



[image: image35.png]The Pharisees

* The Pharisees * The Pharisees also
held to the entire had a concern with
Old Testament as temple activities,
Scripture & believed  but they were also
in a resurrection & concerned with
in angels. matters of daily

e The peop|e, in life & with the
general, regarded establishment
the Pharisees as of synagogues

the Jews’ heroes. outside of Israel.



[image: image36.png]So we see cooperation & disagreement

* On the one hand * But Paul knew
the Sadducees & exactly how to pitch
Pharisees would them against each
agree to challenge other when the
Jesus together situation called for it
(Matthew 16:1-4). (Acts 23:6-10) & the

« And Jesus also interaction which
warned about the followed between

teachings of both of them was volcanic.
these groups at once
(Matthew 16:5-12).



[image: image37.png]The bottom line

* While all of these * The Pharisees
groups had a place held a majority in

in the culture of the Sanhedrin, were
Israel, of these, more focused on
the Pharisees were practical matters &
the ones who were matters which had
most influential & application in the
geographically home, daily life &

widespread. in the synagogue.



[image: image38.png]Then, outside of Israel

« Since at least half
the Jews of New
Testament times
lived outside of
Israel, though almost
always a minority,
their contact with the
Gentile culture was a
substantial influence.

Every single New
Testament book
reveals some level of
interaction between
Jews & Gentiles.

At times — such as in
the book of Galatians
— it is the primary
focus of the book.



[image: image39.png]The core of the division: the Jews
followed the Mosaic Law & the
Gentiles did not have any place in it

Gentiles:
» Ate the wrong things

* Went to the wrong
places at the wrong
times & did & wore
the wrong things.

« Were uncircumcised
& weren’t descended
from Abraham!




[image: image40.png]A magic text from
the Roman Empire

» This papyrus document contains
a combination of pagan & Jewish
magic spells (see Acts 8:9-24
& 19:11-16 for examples of
“Jewish magic”).

» Ephesians 1:21 says, “far
above...every name that is
named...”, which placed Christ
above all the magic, in which
supposedly “magic names” were
named (see also Philippians 2:9).



[image: image41.png]Timothy was from
a forbidden marriage

» 2 Timothy 1:5, » Acts 16:3, “Paul
“For | am mindful wanted this man
of the sincere faith to go with him; and
within you, which he took him and
first dwelt in your circumcised him
grandmother Lois because of the Jews
and your mother who were in those
Eunice, and | am parts, for they all
sure thatitis in knew that his father

you as well.” was a Greek.”



[image: image42.png]Old & New Testament patterns

* The Jews often * The Jews would
used distinctly describe the whole of
Jewish patterns something with both
of language: halves or both ends

« One was to rhyme (Gen. 11, Rev. 2213)
ideas & meanings, < The image of
rather than sounds, someone was both
in their poetry, such  important & something
as Psalm 6:1-6 & not to be represented
Ephesians 2:21-22.  physically (Gen. 1:26).



[image: image43.png]Some simple study tools

» Though the New
Testament is written
in Greek, one can
recognize Jewish
patterns of speech
in the New
Testament.

» Look for the Old
Testament words,
phrases & themes.

The Greek Old
Testament is often
a place to find those
connections.

As a starting place,
try using the Bible
itself to reveal
Jewish words,
phrases, cultural
patterns & history.



[image: image44.png]Ephesians 2:21-22 is in
a Hebrew poetry pattern

21 in whom the whole building, being fitted
together, is growing into a holy femple in the Lord,

22 in whom you also are being built
together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

Hebrew poetry rhymes ideas,
rather than sounds (example: Psalm 6).
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things...”

From Genesis

to Revelation the
phrase “Afterthese
things” is used in
both historical &
prophetic writings
to convey reality &
historicity as well
as sequence, with
just one exception.

In the book of
Revelation this term
guides our study:

Revelation 1:19
Revelation 4:1
Revelation 4:1
Revelation 7:9
Revelation 9:12
Revelation 15:5
Revelation 18:1
Revelation 19:1
Revelation 20:3



[image: image46.png]Made with hands...
Made without hands. ..
What's the difference?

* From the Old
Testament through
the New Testament
there are multiple
references to things
made with hands &
not made with hands.

* There is variation in
the general pattern
of words & phrases.



[image: image47.png]Made with hands...
Made without hands. ..
What's the difference?

* The work of Godin  + Job 10:8
the physical realm o Psalm 19:1
(such as in creation) Psalm 92:4
is often spoken of as )
being done by God's * Psalm 95:5
hands or is called * Hebrews 1:10
the work of His » Hebrews 2:7
hands.



[image: image48.png]Made with hands...
Made without hands. ..
What's the difference?

» The works of man are + Deuteronomy 4:28

spoken of as being  « Deuteronomy 16:15
do.ne. by mgps hands , 5 Kings 19:18
* This is positive when | A< 748
it is something which _
God has appointed ~ * Acts 17:24,25
for man to do, but... * Acts 19:26

« Making idols is often ¢ Revelation 9:20-21
called the works of a
man's hands



[image: image49.png]Made with hands...
Made without hands. ..
What's the difference?

*« When God ¢ Daniel 2:34,45
does somethingin  « 2 Corinthians 5:1
the spiritual realmit |, -~ 0ssians 2:11
is spoken of as "not )
made with hands®,  * Hebrews 9:11
"made without
hands" or similar
terms.
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