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[image: image2.png]Before Jesus’ birth

* The New Testament
records that Mary
& Josephwere
betrothed (legally
engaged) & living
in the town of
Nazareth,
when Mary was
approached by
the angel Gabriel
(Luke 1:26-38).

« The Roman census,

required them to go
to the home of their
ancestors, & that
would take them

to Bethlehem.

If they followed the
Jewish tradition, they
would have traveled
around Samaria to
go to Bethlehem,
likely along the
Jordan River.



[image: image3.png]Herod & the wise men (magi)

* Herod the Great in
Matthew 2 fits with
what is known of
him from records
outside of Scripture.

» The magi came from
Parthia asking about
the birth of the King
of the Jews (possibly
from Numbers 24:17).



[image: image4.png]In the temple at age twelve

* Luke 2:41-52 records
for us a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem involving
Jesus, Joseph, Mary
& the teachers at the
temple.

* The entire account
fits with culture of the
time, except Jesus’
level of understanding.



[image: image5.png]A carpenter in Nazareth

» Jesus was the son

of a carpenter, so by
tradition, would have
carried on his father’s
trade (Matthew 13:55;
Mark 6:3), which may
have been done in the
same one room house
in which the family lived
or in a shop on the side.



[image: image6.png]Jesus enters His ministry

» At about 30 years
of age (Luke 3:23),
Jesus entered His
ministry, focusing
most of his time in
the areas of Galilee
& Jerusalem, almost
entirely toward the
Jews.



[image: image7.png]Selection of Jesus’ disciples

» Jesus’ disciples » Matthew was a tax
were all Jewish men  collector (Matthew
(Matthew 10:2-4; 9:9), Simon a Zealot

Mark 3:16-19; Luke (Luke 6:15); James &
6:12-16), who were John were brothers

substantially from (Mark 3:17) & were
Galilee (Acts 2:7). fishermen, & Judas
« These men were, Iscariot, the disciples’

however, diverse in  treasurer, betrays
some other ways: Christ (Luke 6:16).



[image: image8.png]The character of Christ’'s ministry

» Christ focused His & His
disciples’ ministry upon
Israel (Matthew 10:6; 15:24);
being those who were the
“lost sheep” (Psalm 119:76;
Jeremiah 50:4-7; Ezekiel 34;
Luke 15:1-7), “tax collectors
& sinners” (Matthew 9:10,
11; 11:19; Mark 2:15,16;
Luke 5:30; 7:34; 15:1).



[image: image9.png]The character of Christ’'s ministry

» Christ was * He encountered
often at odds these groups most
with the various often as He set
religious & pro- things straight at the
Roman or anti- temple or when they
Roman political confronted Him (e.g.,
groups in Israel Mark 12:13-17; Luke
(e.g., Matthew 20:19-26; 27-46), but
5:43:16:6; 23:1- at times they would

36; Mark 3:6). seek Him out.
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¢ Matthew wrote from
a perspective that
addressed Jewish
Scriptures, history,
culture & traditions.

» Mark wrote to the
Roman mind, which
iswhy Jesus so often
is said to do things
‘immediately”.

Luke wrote to the
Greek mind, writing
from his medical
background.

John wrote to the
broadest audience,
focusing upon the
overriding purpose
that his readers
should believe.




[image: image11.png]Ascension from the Mount of Olives

» Ascension:
Acts1:6-11 ,
(see Zechariah |=
14:3-35
regarding
Christ’s return
& the Mount
of Olives).

R
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[image: image13.png]The Character Of
The Book Of Acts

< Acts was written
by Dr. Luke, a
Greek medical
doctor (Acts 1:1;
Luke 1:1-4;
Colossians 4:14)

¢ Acts is a transition
book from the time
& domain of the Law
of Moses, in the land
& people of Israel. ..

* to the first three
decades of the
church, transition-
ing from Israel to
Gentile lands.

» Like the beginnings
of the Law of Moses,
the beginnings of the
church include some
things that are typical
of the transition, but
not intended to be
typical of the entire
church age.



[image: image14.png]* The initial actions
in the book of Acts
take place in &
around Jerusalem
(Acts 1:1-8:3)

» Acts 1:8, “...but
you will receive
power when the
Holy Spirit has
come upon you;
and you shall be
My witnesses both
in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and
Samaria...”

The first part of Acts

From Acts 8:4 to 8:40,
we find most of the
focus on Philip, who
evangelized several
“fringe” groups &
individuals.

Acts 9:1 begins

the chapter on the
conversion of the
church’s “arch-
enemy”, Saul,
later to become
Paul the apostle.
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“So when they had appointed elders in every church,
and prayed with fasting, they commended them to the

Lord in whom they had believed."—Acts 14:23
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[image: image22.png]64-70 AD: Tumultuous times

¢ Paul writes his last

New Testament
letter, 2 Timothy,
“For | am already
being poured out
as a drink offering,
and the time of my

departure has come.

| have fought the
good fight, | have
finished the course,
| have kept the faith;

* ...inthe future
there is laid up
for me the crown
of righteousness,
which the Lord, the
righteous Judge,
will award to me on
that day; and not
only to me, but
also to all who
have loved His
appearing” (4:6-8)



[image: image23.png]64-70 AD: Tumultuous times

» Peter finishes his * ...but growin
last New Testament the grace and
letter with, “You knowledge of our
therefore, beloved, Lord and Savior
knowing this before- Jesus Christ. To
hand, be on your Him be the glory,
guard so that you both now and to
are not carried away the day of eternity.
by the error of Amen.”
unprincipled men 2 Peter 3:17-18

and fall from your
own steadfastness,



[image: image24.png]64-70 AD: Tumultuous times

» Though Christians

endured persecution

from the Jews in
earlier decades,
by the middle 60s
the source of their
persecution shifted
to the Romans.

» Tacitus (565-117
AD) wrote of the
Christians in Rome
under Nero:

“And perishing they
were additionally
made into sports:
they were killed by
dogs by having the
hides of beasts
attached to them,
or they were nailed
to crosses or set
aflame, and...

they were used

as nighttime lamps.”



[image: image25.png]64-70 AD: Tumultuous times

» The Zealot (Acts » By 70 AD, the
1:13) & Sacarii Romans had crushed
(Acts 21:38) groups  the rebellion, totally
in Israel reached a demolishing the
peak of anti-Roman  Temple in Jerusalem.
fervor, so that by
about 66 AD
outright rebellion
against the
Romans had
begun.
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* We know what “...but when you
happened to Judas grow old, you will
(Matthew 27:3-10)  stretch out your hands

& to James, the and someone else will
brother of John gird you, and bring you
(Acts 12:1,2) where you do not wish

* In John 21:18b-19a 10 go.” 19 Now this
our Lord says of He said, signifying by
Peter’s death: what kind of death he

would glorify God.”



[image: image27.png]Outside of the New Testament,
the reliability of the record goes down

* While we have
some information
about each of the
apostles from
outside the New
Testament, the
sources are of
varying reliability,
sometimes sketchy,
& at times in conflict.
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* While some
scholars dispute
that Peter ever went
to Rome, we have a
written account that
says that he was
crucified there,
upside down,
under Nero.
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» Paul is thought by
many scholars to
have gone to Spain
(Romans 15:22-29),
but the extrabiblical
accounts have his
life ending in Rome,
beheaded about the
same time as Peter.
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* Traditions have
Andrew traveling to
spread the gospel
to Scythia, Asia
Minor, & finally to
Greece where he
is reported to have
been crucified.



[image: image31.png]Thomas, the doubter

* Thomas’ doubts
did come to an end,
& he is reported to
have preached the
Gospel & taught in
the area east of
Syria to India, his
life ending in the
Madras area of
India.
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» Tradition tells
us that Philip was
instrumental in the
salvation of the wife
of the Roman
proconsul in the city
of Heirapolis, who
retaliated by having
him cruelly put to
death.
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¢ Matthew, author
of the gospel by his
name, also called
Levi, reportedly
preached the
gospel in Parthia
& is said to have
been killed with
wooden stakes
in Ethiopia.
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* Bartholomew
is credited with
spreading the
gospel in India,
Armenia, Arabia
& Ethiopia.

« Accounts of
his death vary,
Armenia being one
of the locations.



[image: image35.png]James, the son of Alpheus

e James - one of a
few by that name in
the New Testament
— went to Syria,

& is reported by
Josephus to have
been both stoned
& clubbed to death.
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< Simon, noted in
Scripture for his
part in the Zealots,
is said to have
been killed in
Parthia for refusing
to sacrifice to the
Parthians’ sun god.
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¢ Matthias is not
mentioned either
before or after his
selection in Acts 1,
but is said to have
gone with Andrew
& also with Matthew
to Ethiopia, but
burned to death.
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» The apostle John, » Tradition says that

as far as we know, he cared for Jesus’
is the only apostle mother Mary, who
to have died a is last mentioned in
natural death, but the New Testament
even that seems in Acts 1.

to have been by

a miracle — he
reportedly survived
boiling in oil.
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take the gospel to China?

Bible story depictions
have been found on

Eastern Han Dynasty
tombstones in China,

dating from 86 AD

(according to China’s
professor Wang ¥ NI R
Weifan). - %ﬁ:«r‘]n
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