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New Testament Cultural Resources
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Commentary,
New Testament

» Goes through the
New Testament in
the same sequence
as your New
Testament does
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» There are a great
many books on
various aspects

of Greek & Roman
culture of New
Testament times, &
some of these are
more general, while
others are very
topically specific.

¢ Likewise there are a

great many books
on New Testament
Jewish culture &
some of those are
even specific to a
particular location
or group within
Israel or outside

of Israel.
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* In addition to the * livius.org is a website
many printed books with a great deal of
on biblical cultures, information on the
there is a growing Romans.
number of those « biblearchaeology.org,
books available Associates for Biblical
online as well as Research, has many
entire websites articles on history &
on these subjects. culture.

biblicalarchaeology.org is sometimes a good resource.
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Though the people of Israel had aspects of their culture
that were distinctive, they were also impacted & influenced
by each of the empires to which they were subject
or with which they had some kind of contact.




[image: image6.png]bm&mu«wmmu

[0 Foman terkory acded by death of Hadin, A0, 138

(] Parthian tertitory concuered by Traan, then kost, AD. 114117
(2] Parthion Empire
3 Mojor battes

¢
5 Bytheflrst ent
‘=i AD the Jews were

ATLANTIC

OCEAN

ARABIAN
DESERT

SAHARA



[image: image7.png]A
Roman Empiro by dosth of Augustus, A0, 14

oman terkory added by esth of Hedvian, A0, 138.
Parthion teritory conquered by Traan, then kost A0 114-117

X Mojorbottes | (g

L

N

o
o

ATLANTIC

OCEAN

Empire = === “S@ B S S LT

DESERT

o = LI SAHARA



[image: image8.png]Principle: Match the
right background to the text

« However factual, the historical & cultural
background information must also fit the
text so as to illuminate the meaning —
not eliminate the meaning of the text.

» Matching the right background to
the text requires that we respect the
inspiration & authority of Scripture, &
take eachtextinits normal, literal sense.
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» Though there is Jewish background
& history from Abraham to the present,
from Israel to the far corners of the planet...

« For the sake of focus we will center our
attention on the New Testament era Jews.

» But one should keep in mind that the
Old Testament has Jewish background &
history which will vary by both time & place.



[image: image10.png]Development of Pharisees,
Sadducees & NT era Jewish groups

* From the time of * The New Testament
Ezra, a group of (NT) reveals several
Jews known as the of these groups:
Hassidim held to Pharisees (Matthew
the Old Testament 3:7), Sadducees
scriptures. (Matthew 22:23),

+ These were the roots  Essenes (Matthew
of several groups 5:43), Zealots (Acts

& 2 centuries BC. (Acts 21:38).
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¢ The Zealots &
Sicarii, who are
seldom mention-
ed directly in the
New Testament,
were the ones
who stirred the
revolt which led 5%
to the Roman assault &
defeat of Jerusalem in 70 AD.
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223 : . * These groups would
. not be stopped
there, however.

| « There were also
subsequent failed
revolts in 73 AD
(Masada) & 133
AD (Bar Cochba).

<« A letter in Hebrew written
| during the Bar Cochba rebellion




[image: image13.png]And the opposite extreme

* There were even
those Jews who
favored the Roman |
occupation by support |
of the Herod family | -
(Matthew 22:16; Mark
3:6; 12:13), &even |
by coIIecting taxes
for the Romans (see

A model of the upgraded

temple which began under
last week’s handout). Herod the Great in 20 BC
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[image: image16.png]And the “tightrope” between

» By arrangement with
the Roman govern-
ment, the minority
Sadducees & the
majority Pharisees
were permitted to
maintain a tradition
of self-rule in the
areas impacting their
practice of religion.

k\\
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the Sanhedrin

W
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¢ The Sadducees held
only to the first five
books of Moses, &
did not believe in a
resurrection norin
angels (Mark 12:18).

* They were very
temple-centered, &
though a minority,
they often held the
position of “chief
priest®, such as
Caiaphas (Acts 4:6).

Caiaphas’ ossuary box
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. The Pharisees * The Pharlsees

held to the entire had a concern with
Old Testament as temple activities,
Scripture & believed  but they were also
in a resurrection & concerned with
in angels. matters of daily

e The peop|e, in life & with the
general, regarded establishment
the Pharisees as of synagogues

the Jews’ heroes. everywhere.
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* While all of these * The Pharisees
groups had a place held a majority in

in the culture of the Sanhedrin, were
Israel, of these, more focused on
the Pharisees were practical matters &
the ones who were matters which had
most influential & application in the
geographically home, daily life &

widespread. in the synagogue.
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« Since at least half
the Jews of New
Testament times
lived outside of
Israel, though almost
always a minority,
their contact with the
Gentile culture was a
substantial influence.

Every single New
Testament book
reveals some level of
interaction between
Jews & Gentiles.

At times — such as in
the book of Galatians
— it is the primary
focus of the book.



[image: image21.png]The core of the division: the Jews
followed the Mosaic Law & the
Gentiles did not have any place in it

Gentiles:
» Ate the wrong things

* Went to the wrong
places at the wrong
times & did & wore
the wrong things.

« Were uncircumcised
& weren’t descended
from Abraham!
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him+ before
the foundation of the world, that we would be
holy and blameless before Him in love...

+ just as He chose us in Him: the Father did
the choosing of the bride (the Church) for His
Son, just as was done in Jewish families



[image: image25.png]Holy and
blameless...

» Ephesians 1:4, “just
as He chose usin
Him before the
foundation of the
world, that we
would be holy and
blameless before
Him.”

» Ephesians 5:27,

“that He might
present to Himself
the church in all her
glory, having no
spot or wrinkle or
any such thing; but
that she would be
holy and
blameless.”

See also
Colossians 1:22 &
2 Corinthians 11:2



[image: image26.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times
+ At the appointed

time, the father “...the Father
would send the Himself who sent
prospective Me...” John 12:49

bridegroom from «
the father's house ...the Father who

to the home of the sent Me...” John
prospective bride 20:21




[image: image27.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

* There he would For us, the church,

negotiate with the the bride price was
father of the woman |- prist’s death on

to determine the
purchase price of ’;h;;)ross (Hebrews

the bride




[image: image28.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

* Once the
bridegroom paid the
purchase price, the
marriage covenant
was thereby
established, &
the young man &
woman were then
considered to be
husband & wife
(betrothed)

Since Christ, the
bridegroom, has
paid the price, the
marriage covenant
has indeed been
established & the
church is now
betrothed to Christ
(2 Corinthians 11:2)




[image: image29.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

* Then the
bridegroom would
declare to the bride
before the father of
the bride that she
was consecrated,
sanctified, & set
apart exclusively
for her bridegroom

That is why

Paul would say

in Ephesians 5:25
that Christ paid the

bride price so that
He might sanctify
the church, His
bride




[image: image30.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

* As a symbol Our taking of the
of the covenant Lord’s table is a
relationship that had |commemoration of
been established, the betrothal we

the groom & bride have with Christ,
would drink from a who has paid the

cup of wine over bride price in full
which a betrothal with His own blood:
benediction had “until He comes...”

been pronounced 1 Corinthians 11:26
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in New Testament times

* Then the betrothed
bridegroom would
begin preparing a
place for the bride
& the bridegroom to
live, & in which they
would live together,
once the wedding
had taken place

“...I go and prepare
a place for you, |
will come again and
receive you to
Myself, that where |
am, there you may
be also.”

John 14:3-4




[image: image32.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

time of the wedding, |yo Fa{her said

“Sanctify them in

the father was to

keep the bride the truth: Your word

consecrated, _ !
sanctified, & set is truth.” - as He
apart exclusively was praying for us

for her bridegroom in John 17:17

) \,Fvi?é"gxiéﬂfgg ?o See 2 Corinthians
help in this task 11:2; Paul does this




[image: image33.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

» And the bride was “But you were
also to prepare for | washed, but you
the wedding day were sanctified, but
» She was, in you were justified in

preparation for the the name of the
wedding, to take a Lord Jesus Christ
customary bridal and in the Spirit of
bath, not just so she |our God.”

was physically clean, |1 Corinthians 6:11
but to picture her
moral cleanliness




[image: image34.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times
» On the wedding day, * The bridegroom

the father of the
bridegroom would
say to bridegroom,
“Go get your bride!”

would go to receive
his consecrated,
sanctified, set apart
bride unto himself, to
be presented to him
by the bride’s father,
family & friends -

& the groom also
presenting her to
himself — she being
holy & blameless
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[image: image36.png]Jewish women in Israel

» Typically, Jewish * These were all to be
women in Israel done according to
were trained for the requirements of
the responsibilities the law of Moses,
of family life, having so the training the
& raising children, young women
making food, draw- received was aimed
ing water, keeping at carrying out
oil in the lamps, these things by

& weaving. the Law.



[image: image37.png]Two women grinding at the mill
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* A home grinding
mill was commonly
run by two women.

» One would turn the
top millstone at a
steady rate while
the other would
drop grain into
the middle of
the millstone.




[image: image38.png]Meal preparation & serving

» Meals were typically + Whole fruits &

centered around pieces of meat or
bread, which would fish might also be
be milled & baked served.
at home. « Hospitality was

* The bread was very important &
broken & the broken  there were social
piece used for rules about meals
dipping in sauces that were observed

& pates. differently than ours.



[image: image39.png]Spinning, weaving & fabrics

« First the fiber was « Then the fibers

spun & rolled up may be woven into
into a ball & set a fabric on a loom,
aside to let the though fiber types
twisted fibers set. could not be mixed
« The fibers may in the same piece of
also be dyed at clothing, according

this point as well. to the Law.
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