Pivotal Interpretive Issues in the Book of Revelation II
The Book of Life

The ‘book of life’ as it turns out, shows up eighteen times in the Bible (see listing below), and in the book of Philippians has two related words to the book of life, which we’ll look at shortly.  
First, let’s examine the matter of these books in their cultural setting:

· It was common in ancient times, in both Jewish and Gentile cultures to keep a record of those living in a city or an identifiable group, such as the Israelites in the wilderness.  To blot someone out of a book often meant that they had died.  

· We have record that each city in the area in which John was writing the book of Revelation had a roll of all those living in the city, sometimes referred to as the book of life.  When someone died, moved away, or committed a serious crime, the city’s record-keepers blotted his name out of the city’s roll.

Now, lets turn to what the Bible provides for us as background to these books:

The Old Testament speaks of books, such as: 

· Exodus 17:14; 32:32, 33
· Deuteronomy 25:6; 29:20

· Psalms 9:5; 56:8; 69:28; 109:13; 139:16

· Isaiah 4:3

· Daniel 7:10; 12:1, 2

· and other books of historical or ceremonial importance

The New Testament, however seems to turn a corner in the meaning and use of these books with eternal import:

· Luke 10:20

· Philippians 4:3

· Hebrews 12:23

· Revelation 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15 & 21:27

On the following page is a table entitled, “The Book of Life”.  What it presents on the left-most column are those verses which speak either directly or indirectly about “the book of life”.  What we find is that there are some of these verses are in the Old Testament and some are in the New Testament – so the list is broken up accordingly.  Next, we find that these verses are referring either to physical life (in the Old Testament with the Jews or their enemies), life in the Millennial Kingdom (typically referring to the Jews), or to eternal life (typically for Church age believers).  Then, we find that these verses either refer to being blotted out of the book of life or to being written in and/or kept in the book of life.
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What is not included in this chart are some references that speak to records of deeds – works – rather than to the book of life, as in Revelation 20:11-15.  Well, at this point you might be thinking:  That’s fine – nice table – but what does that have to do with those in the White Throne Judgment for unbelievers and their record of works being examined and why they aren’t in the book of life?  How does that all fit together?  Let’s take a look at what we know:

1) Those who are going to spend eternity with the Lord have already been resurrected and judged for rewards in the first resurrection, which consisted of three stages – the first fruits, the general harvest, and the gleanings – that was first Christ, then the church, and finally the Old Testament and Tribulation saints, and is assumed to include those saints who die during the Millennium.
The following points, 2) through point 6), relate to the White Throne Judgment for unbelievers, as revealed in Revelation 20:11-15.  
2) Those who are not going to spend eternity with the Lord have either been sent to the Lake of Fire already – at the end of the Tribulation – or will be judged here - and there is no mention here of anything other than the Lake of Fire.

3) Now we also know that although not all will believe – that is, put their faith in Christ alone for salvation – Christ did die for the sins of the whole world.  In that sense, all were ‘savable’.

4) But as they die, if unbelieving, their names will most certainly not be in the book of life, as these are not spiritually alive.  We should add to that point that those in the Tribulation who take the mark of the beast have no chance of having their names in the book of life. 

5) Therefore, all those whose names are not in the book of life, and who have not been judged already, will come to this Great White Throne Judgment.   They are present at this judgment because their names are not in the book of life and never were.  Then, they are judged on the basis of their works, which are not able to save (Ephesians 2:8,9) and are no match for the standard of absolute righteousness of Christ, that can only be appropriated by believing in Christ.  See supplement: “39 Supplement: The doctrine of proportional punishment” for more detail on the judgment, condemnation, and punishments of unbelievers according to their sins.

6) Since their names are not in the book of life and their works do not measure up to the absolute righteousness of Christ which can only be put to one’s account by belief, these dead ones are sent to the only place they can go: to the Lake of Fire to be  punished eternally for their sins, as judged by Christ.

Philippians passages directly or indirectly referring to the book of life:

Philippians 1:27-30

Only conduct yourselves [politeuomai: citizen conduct, written as an imperative] in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; 28 in no way alarmed by your opponents--which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God. 29 For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 30 experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.
Philippians 3:20-21

For our citizenship is in heaven [where the book of life is kept, and our names are listed, as citizens], from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.
Philippians 4:2-3

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord. 3 Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life [so they are heavenly citizens].


Should the numbers in the book of Revelation be taken literally, or not?

Where Did Premillennialism Originate In The Early Church?

Those closest in proximity, time and relationship to the apostle John were the ones who first expressed premillennial viewpoints (that we are living in a time before the 1000 year reign of Christ), in some cases also expressing that the reign of Christ from Jerusalem will last 1000 years. 

John’s direct relationship with Polycarp is virtually certain.  Polycarp’s direct relationship with Ignatius and Irenaeus is also virtually certain.  John’s relationship with Papias is probable, but not certain, as is Polycarp’s relationship with Justin Martyr, Apollinaris, Melito and Papias. 
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Justin Martyr (AD 100-165) in his Dialogue With Trypho c. AD 140, a Jewish man, made the following premillennial statement in chapter 80: 

But I and others, who are right-minded Christians on all points, are assured that there will be a resurrection of the dead, and a thousand years in Jerusalem, which will then be built, adorned, and enlarged, as the prophets Ezekiel and Isaiah and others declare."

Justin Martyr also considered premillennialism an aspect of Christian orthodoxy in his day, as he wrote in chapter 81 of Dialog With Trypho:

And further, there was a certain man with us, whose name was John, one of the apostles of Christ, who prophesied, by a revelation that was made to him, that those who believed in our Christ would dwell a thousand years in Jerusalem; and that thereafter the general, and, in short, the eternal resurrection and judgment of all men would likewise take place.

Philip Schaff (1819-1893), an American church historical scholar and himself a postmillennialist, summarized the early church's view of the millennium:  

"The most striking point in the eschatology of the ante-Nicene age is the prominent chiliasm, or millenarianism, that is the belief of a visible reign of Christ in glory on earth with the risen saints for a thousand years, before the general resurrection and judgment. It was indeed not the doctrine of the church embodied in any creed or form of devotion, but a widely current opinion of distinguished teachers, such as Barnabas, Papias, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Methodius, and Lactantius." History of the Christian Church, VIII vols. (Grand Rapids. Eerdmans Publishing  Company, 1973), vol. II, p. 614
So the evidence that exists points to the apostle John having communicated a premillennial teaching with Polycarp (70-155 AD), and possibly others, including Papias.  From the evidence it appears that Polycarp communicated a premillennial teaching to others, including Irenaeus and Ignatius, and probably including Justin Martyr, Apollinaris, Melito, and Papias.

For more details on those associated with John and Polycarp, see: 

Matthew Ervin in Apple Eye:

http://appleeye.org/2015/03/01/the-premillennialism-of-polycarp/
http://tinyurl.com/j33ysu7
Thomas Ice, in Lambert Dolphin’s Website:

http://www.ldolphin.org/premillhist.html
http://tinyurl.com/htv8zlv
Eric Frank, Western Reformed Seminary:

http://wrs.edu/Materials_for_Web_Site/Journals/2-1%20Feb-1995/Frank%20-%20Survey%20of%20Early%20Premil.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/jxpmk5w
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Is the tribulation seven Jewish years (360 days) long?

See the Revelation elective series from 2009, lesson 18, for an explanation on the Premillennial Christian understanding of Daniel’s 70th week, from Daniel 9:24-27.  This passage says:

Daniel 9:24-27

"Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place.  25 "So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress. 26 "Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined. 27 "And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle  of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate."

The term “birth pangs” is used by Christ (in Matthew 24:8), Paul (in 1 Thessalonians 5:3), and in other Jewish literature to describe Tribulation events.  

In The Messiah Texts, by Raphael Patai, on pages 95-96, he quoted the Jewish Talmud, a collection of Jewish traditional writings, when he wrote, “…the pangs of the Messianic times are imagined as having heavenly as well as earthly sources and expressions. . .” “Things will come to such a head that people will despair of Redemption. This will last seven years. And then, unexpectedly, the Messiah will come…” 

This because the Jews, at the time of this writing, were all Pharisees, who interpreted the Old Testament Scriptures, as we call them, literally.  They saw Daniel’s 70th week as a yet future seven year long set of events.  Jesus and the apostles argued with the Pharisees and denounced them over many things, but not about their literal interpretation of Scripture.  
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