God’s Glory, Two Principles of Stewardship & Three People Groups

Clarity for the sake of God’s glory

The following is intended to graciously clarify some points regarding what Scripture teaches in the realm of stewardships, the three people groups, and the use of the word ‘dispensation’.  Consistent with the theme of Scripture itself, it is our hope that these clarifications will be for the building up of the body of Christ and to God’s glory.

Lifting the fog

In rightly seeking to convey what Scripture teaches, those who hold to the view of Scripture known as dispensationalism
 have been encumbered in their communications by at least four substantial problems involving word definition and semantics:

· ‘Dispensation’ is a word that is not commonly used, but has a lack of definition in the minds of many, and a widely varying definition among others.  Among many, the words ‘dispensation’, ‘dispensationalism’ and ‘dispensationalist’ have a negative connotation that seems to color their ability to hear what is being communicated.

· The word ‘economy’, which has been used by some to define ‘dispensation’, has a primary semantic connection with money among most of the English-speaking culture, which is not at all included in its use to define a ‘dispensation’ in biblical terms.

· Some earlier dispensationalists have mistakenly defined a dispensation primarily in terms of time
, which is an important but secondary feature of a dispensation.  Coupled with the time based definition of a dispensation is the similarly mistaken understanding, often conveyed graphically, that the beginning of a new dispensation also marks the end of the previous dispensation.

· Past efforts to convey the dispensational view of Scripture have tended to rely entirely or substantially upon the Greek word oikonomia and its family of words as used in the New Testament, but have often not recognized the synonyms of any of  the oikonomia family of words nor the use of those synonyms in the Greek Old Testament (aka Septuagint), which are sometimes in the form of Greek phrases.

One goal in the pages that follow is to bring clarity to each of the word definition and semantic issues identified above.  Additionally, these clarifications are intended to be consistent with and for the furtherance of God’s eternal purpose: the glory of God.

A recommendation: stewardship

For the sake of clarity of communication, and to use a word that is generally understood immediately and more clearly in the English-speaking world, we would recommend the use of the word ‘stewardship’ in place of ‘dispensation’ and its definition as an economy.  The primary aspects of a stewardship, in Scripture and otherwise, can be seen to include:

· The one entrusting                                                      
· The one entrusted (the steward)                                 
· The title of the one entrusted                                             
· The character of the one entrusted                               
· The work of the one entrusted                                      
· The arrangement or assignment of entrusting+   
· The principles of entrusting+                                        
· The objective of the one entrusted                                      
· The domain entrusted+                                                      
· The call of those in the domain

If we go through Scripture with these aspects of a stewardship in mind, we will see stewardships of many kinds in Scripture, from Genesis to Revelation
.  Additionally, we can identify many of the aspects of these stewardships.  The word oikonomia, often put forth as the singular basis of the word ‘dispensation’, becomes only one of the many words used to convey the various aspects of the stewardships.  The Bible’s teaching on stewardships is then discovered to be clear, having abundant support throughout God’s word.  In what has often been referred to as a ‘dispensation’, God will be found to be the one giving responsibility.  The one receiving initial responsibility in Scripture’s most significant stewardships would include names like Noah, Moses, and Christ.

It’s a matter of principle

Earlier presentations of the ‘dispensations’ have often tended to focus on time, and the dividing up of all past and future time (based partly on 2 Timothy 2:15 in the KJV, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.).  Time, however, is found to be but a part of the arrangement or assignment of responsibility (the 6th bullet above – see Appendix C on Time & the Stewardships).  Further, no human steward, even though he was the initial or founding steward, remained on earth for more than a typical human lifetime (Hebrews 7:23,24).  In each case, we find that the stewardship was passed along from the founding recipient of that stewardship to one, or typically many, of the next generation.  For example, Moses died, and the stewardship was handed off to Joshua.  Christ handed off His stewardship to the apostles, who in turn handed the stewardship off to each Church’s elders, deacons, and ultimately to all subsequent believers.  The distinction with Christ’s founding of the Church is that though He ascended, He has a continuing ministry (Hebrews 7:24-28).  In the case of each of the most significant stewardships, which typically included a series of human stewardships, the aspect of continuity of a stewardship, once initiated, was the principle of a stewardship.  

Though Scripture makes clear that the matter of God’s dealing with mankind has changed at intervals throughout the course of time, upon examination we will see that there are only two basic principles of stewardship from one end of Scripture to the other: The Principle of Law and the Principle of Grace
.  While not intending to approve or validate the classical “seven dispensations” model as the explicit teaching of Scripture, the following chart shows the two principles as distributed throughout time:
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While certainly we could provide more details in each stewardship according to the Principle of Law and Principle of Grace, we can see from Scripture that:

From the beginning of this present earth until the end of this present earth, the Principle of Law always has and will continue to have a place in God’s dealings with mankind on this present earth.  The Principle of Grace, which has always been shown in Salvation by faith, was likewise shown in God’s promises to Abraham, and in the establishment of the Church.  Only those who are saved by faith, and who are saved and blessed under the Principle of Grace, will have any part in the Eternal state – the New Creation.  Of itself, the Principle of Law, even when implemented with elements of grace, can only serve to condemn (2 Corinthians 3:9).  Notice that the beginning of another ‘stewardship’ (commonly known as a ‘dispensation’) on the present earth does not necessarily indicate the end of the previous stewardship arrangement, which carries as a primary aspect, the continuing principle of that stewardship.

The three primary people groups

While Scripture makes reference to a great many people groups, beginning with the early chapters of Genesis, as the revelation of God through Scripture progresses we find that the three primary and enduring groups which define the manner in which God deals with mankind on the present earth, and even into the new heavens and new earth, are the Gentiles, Israel and the Church
.  Here are some points that Scripture reveals about these three people groups:

· The Gentiles, the original people group, are the source of the nation of Israel through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

· Both Gentiles and Israel have been defined on the basis of ethnic distinctions.  

· The Church, a group drawing from the Gentiles and Israel, are a spiritually created third group, which God calls a ‘new creation’ (2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15).

So how many stewardships (OK, dispensations) are there?

C. I. Scofield, and many dispensationalists since then, have said that there are seven dispensations.  Others have contended that the Tribulation period should be set aside as an eighth dispensation.  Still others have written that there were three, four, five or six dispensations.  If we come to understand that what we are really talking about is a great many stewardships of various kinds, and that these are all fundamentally only under the Principle of Law or the Principle of Grace, it begins to be seen that counting and naming stewardships (or dispensations) was not quite what God had in mind.  For us, who are in the Church, what Scripture makes abundantly clear is the distinction between the stewardship given to Moses under the Principle of Law, and the stewardship given to Christ under the Principle of Grace.  Scripture also makes clear the final stewardship of this earth: the Millennial Kingdom.  The Scriptures listed below, though but a sampling of what could be quoted, will make this point evident:

John 1:16-17 (NASU)

For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 17 For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.  

Romans 5:12-21 (NASU)

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned-- 13 for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 

15 But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many. 16 The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification. 17 For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 

18 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. 19 For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. 20 The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Ephesians 1:9-10 (NASU; see footnote on page 9)

He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 10 with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth.

Hebrews 3:1-6 (NASU)

Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession; 2 He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house. 3 For He has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, by just so much as the builder of the house has more honor than the house. 4 For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God. 5 Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken later; 6 but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house-- whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.

In summary

For the sake of clarity we propose that the obscure and variously understood term ‘dispensation’ be replaced by the more commonly used and clearly understood word ‘stewardship’.  The most useful and solidly-founded understanding of the many biblical stewardships is to view each one on the basis of observing what Scripture reveals regarding the aspects of each biblical stewardship.  For each stewardship, we should be asking whether the stewardship is founded upon a Principle of Law or a Principle of Grace, since Scripture itself emphasizes this distinction.  As God has revealed in Scripture, it can be shown clearly that God’s dealings with mankind are:

· Principally among three people groups: Gentiles, Israel & the Church

· By two fundamental Principles of Stewardship: Law and Grace

· All for God’s glory, in fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose

Identifying Aspects of a Stewardship

Rather than limiting our identification of stewardships to the support provided by the Greek word oikonomia, a more comprehensive understanding of the stewardships in Scripture can be gained by recognizing all the stewardships by what is revealed regarding the known aspects of each stewardship.  Given that approach, the Greek word oikonomia will be seen to indicate one or two of the aspects of a stewardship.  The example of stewardship given below (Hebrew 3:1-6) actually has three stewardships in the one passage: from God to Moses, from God to Christ, and from God to Himself. 

Aspects of the Stewardships

                                 Passage: Hebrews 3:1-6

	The one giving responsibility



	
	God
	God
	God

	The one receiving responsibility (steward)


	Moses
	Christ
	God


	Title of the one receiving responsibility
	servant (therapon)
	Apostle, High Priest, Son
	Builder

	Character of the one receiving responsibility
	faithful
	faithful, worthy of more glory than Moses
	

	Work of the one receiving the responsibility
	
	
	

	Arrangement or assignment of responsibility
	
	
	

	Principles of responsibility
	
	
	

	Objective of the one receiving responsibility


	
	
	

	The domain of responsibility
	His house
	holy brethren; partakers of                         a holy calling;                His house we are
	all things, house

	The call of those in the domain
	
	Our confession; rest
	


Notice that in the above example, in Hebrews 3:1-6:

· The compound Greek word oikonomia is not used (but part of the compound word, oikos, is used more than once).  Even though the word ‘stewardship’ is not used in the context, the aspects of the stewardships are revealed and are quite clear.

· While there is not enough revealed in Hebrews 3:1-6 to fill in each box for all three of the stewardships, we could do so from the rest of Scripture.  We could also add more information and clarification from the rest of Scripture for each of the boxes where this passage does have directly revealed information.  

· The above passage focuses on the founding or originating of a stewardship rather than on subsequent stewards maintaining the house under the continuing principle or principles of the stewardship.  For Moses, the continuing principle of the stewardship was Law, but for Christ the continuing principle of the stewardship was Grace.

Ephesians 3:1-13 (NASU)

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- 2 if indeed you have heard of the stewardship [oikonomia] of God's grace which was given to me for you; 3 that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 4 By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 7 of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of God's grace which was given to me according to the working of His power. 8 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things; 10 so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.  11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him. 13 Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory. 

Aspects of the Stewardships

                               Passage: Ephesians 3:1-11

	The one giving responsibility



	
	God, through Christ

	The one(s) receiving responsibility (stewards)


	Paul, apostles & prophets

	Title of the one receiving responsibility
	A minister, prisoner of Christ

	Character of the one receiving responsibility
	boldness & confidence through faith

	Work of the one receiving the responsibility
	minister, steward

	Arrangement or assignment of responsibility
	steward of God’s grace to the Gentiles

	Principles of responsibility
	Principle of Grace, God’s eternal purpose

	Objective of the one receiving responsibility


	conveying the grace truths and that the Gentiles are fellow heirs & members

	The domain of responsibility
	the Gentiles

	The call of those in the domain
	to understand Paul’s insight


Regarding the above passage: 

· This passage does indeed have the word oikonomia, but also includes other words explaining oikonomia (“God's grace which was given to me for you”, “the gift of God’s grace which was given to me”, etc.).

· At least some information is provided in the passage regarding aspects of the stewardship, and some aspects have abundant information even before going to other passages to supplement what is in this passage.

· The most significant detail about time provided in this passage is that the specific gospel with which Paul has been entrusted (and entrusted is another significant word indicating a stewardship) was not previously revealed in Old Testament times.  

1 Peter 5:1-4 (NASU)

Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.       4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

Aspects of the Stewardships

                                  Passage: 1 Peter 5:1-4

	The one giving responsibility



	
	Christ, the Chief Shepherd

	The one(s) receiving responsibility (stewards)


	elders in each church

	Title of the one receiving responsibility
	Elder

	Character of the one receiving responsibility
	

	Work of the one receiving the responsibility
	shepherd, exercise oversight, example

	Arrangement or assignment of responsibility
	as above

	Principles of responsibility
	voluntarily, with eagerness

	Objective of the one receiving responsibility


	

	The domain of responsibility
	the flock of God among you,                      those allotted to your charge

	The call of those in the domain
	


Regarding the above passage:

· In this passage, the stewardship is not principally about the originator, Christ, who as Hebrews 3:1-6 reveals, has His stewardship from God, but is about the stewardship of the elders under Christ, the Chief Shepherd.

· Most of the aspects have information revealed in the passage, but we could fill and supplement the stewardship information in this passage with that from other passages in the New Testament.

· One could even begin to justify adding to the number of aspects of a dispensation to include the judgments and rewards due to a steward.  In this case, the elders are promised a crown of glory, according to the manner in which they have carried out their stewardship relative to the assignment and principles of their stewardship.

Suggested additional passages

Though the above will serve as initial examples, we have made the point that this approach to stewardships can be applied to a great number of passages, from Genesis to Revelation.  Some additional passages that one might investigate along these lines would include Genesis 39:1-9 (Joseph in Potiphar’s house), Exodus 3 (Moses’ initial assignment by God), Deuteronomy 28 (blessings or curses for Israel under the Law); Ezekiel 34 (the shepherds of Israel and their total failure as stewards, with God’s assignment of Himself as their Shepherd), 2 Timothy (Paul’s charges to Timothy regarding Scripture and the things that Timothy has been taught) and Revelation (John and the angels as stewards).

Appendix B: God as the Ultimate Steward

The stewardships that can be broadly observed in Scripture place a significant person as the human initiator or founder of each of the stewardships (Noah, Moses, Christ, et al).  But there are some passages that identify God Himself as the Steward over all of creation.  In instances where God acts unilaterally
 to make significant changes in the manner in which He deals with humans, or to manage the universe towards His eternal purpose, God is taking both the place of the one giving responsibility and the one receiving responsibility (see the bullets listing primary aspects of the stewardships on page 2).  God’s administration of His creation is often looked upon as God exercising His sovereignty over His creation in fulfillment of His eternal purpose.  Some passages that convey God as the administrator or steward over His creation include:

Ephesians 1:9-10
 (NASU)

He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which     He purposed in Him 10 with a view to an administration [being God’s administration: oikonomia] suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things      in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth.

Hebrews 3:4 (NASU; see page 5 for the stewardship context of this verse)

For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.

In summary

There are some passages in which God does not assign the management or task to another, but takes on the management or task for Himself.  In these instances the aspects of stewardship may be evident from the passage, and can be observed in order to better understand the work of God as the Ultimate Steward. 

Appendix C: Time & the Stewardships

Though a stewardship (or, as it has been called, ‘a dispensation’) is not a time or time period (see page 1), we noted that time is an important secondary feature of the aspect of a stewardship that is the arrangement or assignment of responsibility (see the 6th bullet on page 2).  Scripture indicates that the specific and pivotal points in time as well as the designated spans of time are aspects of God’s actions as the Ultimate Steward over His creation.

Acts 1:6-8 (NASU)

So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;  8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."  

Acts 17:26 (NASU)

and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 

Galatians 4:4-5 (NASU; see also Romans 5:6: “…at the right time…”)

But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.

1 Thessalonians 5:1 (NASU)

Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you.

And finally

Integral with the time aspect of God’s stewardship over His creation is Scripture’s recognition of specific ages (1 Corinthians 2:6; Ephesians 1:21) and the time of God’s establishment of each of the covenants (Genesis 9, 12, et al).  Since all of Scripture was not revealed at one time, it is apparent that God revealed the contents of Scripture over a period of centuries (about 15 centuries, from Moses to the apostles).  God’s sequential revelation of the content of Scripture has come to be known as progressive revelation

There are some passages in which God does not assign the management or task to another, but takes on the management or task for Himself.  In these instances the aspects of stewardship may be evident from the passage, and can be observed in order to better understand the work of God as the Ultimate Steward. 

Appendix D: Exercises
Genesis 39:1-9 (NASU)

Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the bodyguard, bought him from the Ishmaelites, who had taken him down there. The Lord was with Joseph, so he became a successful man. And he was in the house of his master, the Egyptian. Now his master saw that the Lord was with him and how the Lord caused all that he did to prosper in his hand. So Joseph found favor in his sight and became his personal servant; and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he owned he put in his charge. It came about that from the time he made him overseer in his house and over all that he owned, the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house on account of Joseph; thus the Lord’s blessing was upon all that he owned, in the house and in the field. So he left everything he owned in Joseph’s charge; and with him there he did not concern himself with anything except the food which he ate.

Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. It came about after these events that his master’s wife looked with desire at Joseph, and she said, “Lie with me.” But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Behold, with me here, my master does not concern himself with anything in the house, and he has put all that he owns in my charge. There is no one greater in this house than I, and he has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do this great evil and sin against God?”.

Aspects of the Stewardships

                                  Passage: Genesis 39:1-9
	The one giving responsibility



	
	

	The one(s) receiving responsibility (stewards)


	

	Title of the one receiving responsibility
	

	Character of the one receiving responsibility
	

	Work of the one receiving the responsibility
	

	Arrangement or assignment of responsibility
	

	Principles of responsibility
	

	Objective of the one receiving responsibility


	

	The domain of responsibility
	

	The call of those in the domain
	


Exodus 3::1-12 (NASU)

Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed. So Moses said, “ I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said also, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

The Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of their sufferings. So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. Now, behold, the cry of the sons of Israel has come to Me; furthermore, I have seen the oppression with which the Egyptians are oppressing them.

The Mission of Moses

Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?” And He said, “Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God at this mountain.”
Aspects of the Stewardships

                                  Passage: Exodus 3:1-12
	The one giving responsibility



	
	

	The one(s) receiving responsibility (stewards)


	

	Title of the one receiving responsibility
	

	Character of the one receiving responsibility
	

	Work of the one receiving the responsibility
	

	Arrangement or assignment of responsibility
	

	Principles of responsibility
	

	Objective of the one receiving responsibility


	

	The domain of responsibility
	

	The call of those in the domain
	


Legend:








� There are three essential principles that would be characteristic of those holding to traditional dispensational teachings. These important points have been identified as:         1) A consistent distinction between the purposes, promises and identity of Israel and the Church throughout Scripture; 2) a consistent system of literal, grammatical and historical interpretation; 3) the main purpose of God in the world is for His glory.  Summarized from Dispensationalism, Charles Ryrie, 1995, pgs. 38-41.





� The Scofield Bible, in a note to Genesis 1:28, states, "A dispensation is a period of time during which man is tested in respect to some specific revelation of the Will of God".


� See Appendix A: Identifying Aspects of a Stewardship, page 6.


� See The Principle of Law vs. the Principle of Grace at: � HYPERLINK "http://hollyhillsbiblechurch.org/?cat=1" ��http://hollyhillsbiblechurch.org/?cat=1�.


� See The three groups which make up the peoples of God in eternity at: � HYPERLINK "http://hollyhillsbiblechurch.org/?cat=1" ��http://hollyhillsbiblechurch.org/?cat=1�


� See Appendix B: God as the Ultimate Steward.





� When Scripture reveals that God acted unilaterally in His dealings with humans, this is often recognized as an ‘unconditional covenant’, such as the covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12) or with David (1 Chronicles 17:1-15).





� An interpretive understanding of Ephesians 1:9-10 could be stated in this way:


“He, the Father, made known to us in the Church, through the apostles and prophets, the previously unrevealed mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He, the Father, purposed in Christ 10 from the plan and perspective of God’s administration of all things, which we now know includes the Church, toward the full completion and final stage of the earthly times, that is, the summing up and bringing into submission of all things in Christ in the millennial kingdom, including all the things in the heavens and things on the earth.”  This understanding places God as the Ultimate Steward over His creation, for the fulfillment of His eternal purpose.
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