Elders

A good example of drawing out what the Bible teaches on a topic
Two Sundays ago we looked at what the Bible teaches on a topic by investigating the Book of Life in the Old and New Testaments.  Today we’re going to do that again by asking what the Bible teaches about elders in the churches.  The church is the body of believers from Acts 2 to the time of the rapture.  
One of the first questions we should ask is what are the key words and/or phases that we should be looking for?  We’ve started with the word ‘elders’, but we might find the word in either plural or singular form.  

Also, since we are interested in the teaching on elders in the church our search should include references from Acts 2 to the end of the New Testament.  The word ‘elders‘ in the gospels most often refers to the unbelieving leaders of the Jews (i.e., Sanhedrin), as it does in Acts 4:5, 8, 23; 6:12; 22:5; 23:14 and 25: 15.  

So then, what are the synonyms for the word ‘elders’?  And are those synonyms for the word ‘elders’ in the singular or the plural or both?  How would you find them?  How can you tell that they are synonyms?  What are the Greek words in each case?

‘Elders’ is a plural noun, as are the synonyms for ‘elders’.  But are there verb forms of these nouns that also apply to elders and will offer additional insights?

What do ‘elders’ and the synonyms for ‘elders’ imply about the age or role or functions of ‘elders’.  Also, those words for elders or the synonyms that have related verbs: what does the verb form imply differently than the noun form?

How do the words for ‘elders’ and the synonyms and the related verbs relate to Christ?  Can we draw any conclusions from what we observe regarding application and practice in the church?

Do any of the passages on ‘elders’ or the synonyms for ‘elders’ or related verbs address the elders’:

· Character Qualifications - Necessary for an elder to have initially and maintain? 

· Ministry Description – The range of ministries that elders ought to carry out?

· Operating Guidelines – The way in which elders should or should not carry out their ministries?

For how many church elders in the New Testament do we have personal names?  Does that figure tell us anything about what is most important?       
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