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The setting & context

» Jesus & the » Jesus had been
disciples had just telling the disciples,
observed Passover now eleven of them,
& Jesus had begun things that were very
what we have come important, but they
to call the Lord’s would not under-
Table. stand until later.

They are moving from the location of the Last
Supper towards the Garden of Gethsemane
as Jesus tells them what is in John 15 & 16.
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The disciples are
walking with the Lamb

» The disciples don't + Asthey listen to
know or understand God’s Passover
it, yet, but they are Lamb, they do
walking away from not understand
the Passoverturned  what God’s
intothe Lord’s Table Passover Lamb
towards the Garden is saying to them,
of Gethsemane, though they would
alongside God’s understand His
Passover Lamb. words later on.
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This is a parable

» With any of the » This parable is
parables, it is directed to those
important to see in the church, the
what is the point body of Christ.
of the parable, & « All of what John
to see those points chapters 15, 16

clearly, butnottotry & 17 offer is for

to press every detail  the apostles &
to have a meaning. for the church.
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‘| am the true vine’

» The disciples, of « There was also
course, had seen a golden vine at
quite a number of the entrance to the
vineyards & might sanctuary of the
have seen one as temple, which they
they walked by it would certainly
right then, in the have seen
evening hours. many times.

The Old Testament often pictured Israel
as a vine, but with negative implications.
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1AM’

¢ Christ starts off * These are not the

with ‘I AM’ which
is identical in the
Greek text to the
way six earlier
metaphors

were given.

only places where
the exact same
Greek word pair
is used in the
gospel of John,

& elsewhere.

These words, everywhere they are used
by Christ, are a clear claim to His deity.




[image: image6.png]The Gospel of John:
seven statements by Christ, “| AM”

‘I AM the bread of life” John 6:35

“I AM the light of the world” John 8:12

“I AM the gate” (or door) John 10:7,9

‘I AM the good shepherd” John 10:11,14

“ AM the resurrection and the life” John 11:25

‘I AM the way, the truth, and the life” |John 14:6

“ AM the true vine” John 15:1,5

| AM =‘egd eimi’inthese passages &inthe Greek
Old Testament in Exodus 3:14 & Isaiah 43:25
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The true vine

. C_hrist is the true * The true vine, who
vine, as opposed is Christ, is able in
to unfaithful Israel Himself to produce

(Psalm 89:9-16;

isaiah 5:1-7, 27:2; e n 81 abiing
Jeremiah 2:21; ranches in Him.

12:10; Ezekiel 15:  * As we will see, the

1-8; 17:1-21; 19:10- branches are all in
14; Hosea 10:1-2). this true vine.
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My Father is the vinedresser

* Whatever is needed -« It is very important

to maximize fruit to recognize that
bearing, that is the Father is the
what the Father vinedresser, looking
determines & does. toward fruit bearing.
* And Jesus * We are not called to
describes what be the vinedressers
those things are nor are we called to
that the Father focus our attention

does. on the fruit.
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In Me

* In our position » All we did was
in Christ, which believe in the
is accomplished gospel:
by God’s doing, « Christ the Son of
there is no change God died for our
or reversibility or sins, was buried,
variance — we & rose again.
are ever in Him, « That's it, God

permanently! does the rest!
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Every branch...
that does not bear fruit

* ‘He takes away’? * The meaning, ‘He

» The Greek word takes away’ would
can also mean imply that a believer
‘lifts up’ & that could become lost,
would be more yvhich Jesus denied
consistent with in John 10:28 & 29,
vineyard practice just a few chapters

& biblical teaching. before.

‘He lifts up’ would also mean that the Father
has a ministry of supporting & uplifting believers.
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Every branch that bears fruit

» Every branch that » God the Father
bears fruit, God the prunes so that it

Father who is the may bear even
vinedresser, He... more fruit.
» Takes away? * Fruit production is
« Leaves alone? good & even more
« Picks the fruit & is better, but it’s the

Father’s place to

?
funs: look for fruit.



[image: image12.png]John 15:2

Pruning

* The vine needs to
be pruned in order
to produce more
& better fruit.

» Shoots coming up
from the base of the
vine, anything dead,
broken or diseased,
& annual growth
must be pruned.

The vine & the main
branches, however,
will always remain,
because only what
is intended for
bearing fruit

will remain.
Everything

else will be

pruned away.



[image: image13.png]A modern grapevine on a wire trellis showing
the vine before pruning & what is typically
pruned back at the end of the season in order
to provide for fruitfulness the following year.
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Don’t worry about the pruning!

* We don’t need * The Father will not
to worry about remove anything
the pruning of the that doesn’t need
vine & branches. to be removed to

« Why? improve the fruit-

« Because the bearing.

Father's the * The Father has
vinedresser — blessed us with

Jesus said so. every blessing.
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Cleansing
* Avine that had * But the Father
been pruned was would in the future
referred to as ‘clean’ prune the vine,
or ‘cleansed’. leaving the fruitful
« Jesus had donethe  branches among
cleansing of these the apostles & all
disciples by His of the apostles
spoken word up were fruitful to

to this point. the very end.
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‘in Me’

» Ordinarily, branches + But the parable
on a grapevine do of the vine, the
not have any branches & the
decisions to make vinedresser says
with regards to that those who
being attached to & believe are ‘in Me’,
remaining in a vine. that is, ‘in Christ’.

» The vinedresser » That is a believer’s
makes all of the position, & that
‘abiding’ decisions. does not change.
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‘Abide in me’.

* A believer’s ongoing + That fellowship we
relationship with the have with Christ is
Lord is not at issue, to be ongoing, & it

that relationship is is to be intimate, &
our unchangeable it is to be focused
position. on Him.

» But the reason that + Our abiding &
Jesus used ‘Abide’ remaining in fellow-
as an imperative is ship with Him is

about fellowship. about our condition.
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‘lin you’

* In our relationship » But Jesus is
with Christ, in our talking about
position, Christ is the moment
indeed in each by moment
one of us who dependence
believes. upon Christ

« That will not change ~ Who indwells
or vary or reverse each one

itself — Christ is ever ~ Of us who
in us who believe. believes.
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Where is our focus?

+» Fruit bearing is not
our responsibility —
it is the Father's
responsibility.

But we are told
that we must abide
in Christ, & that He
is to be our focus -
our intimacy & our

fellowship with Him.

+ If we are just fruit-

focused then we
will not be Christ
focused.

And our focus
upon Him is to
look like ongoing
fellowship &
dependence &
intimacy with Him.
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| AM the vine

» Not just any * \We who have
vine will do. believed in Christ

« It must be are the branches.
specifically + Ifwe have fellowship
Christ - Him. & dependence &

* He, again being intimacy with Christ,
in fact deity, is the then fruit bearing is
singu|ar vine, & no the result, but it is
one of us is that not our responsibility

vine — only Him. nor our focus.
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You can do nothing

» Apart from Him we
might even impress
other people with
our devotion, our
efforts & activity.

» But, unfortunately,
it will be fruitless!

» So beware of just
‘getting busy’ for
Jesus Christ.

‘Getting busy’ for
Jesus Christ, or
following the right
procedures or
formula or living
the Christian life
as if God has
delegated any-
thing to us is
simply ‘nothing’.



[image: image22.png]John 15:6 Verse 2 in the spring
& verse 6 in the fall

* Verse 2 was * Verse 6 is about
about what was what was done in
done in the spring the fall after all the
to encourage more fruit has been taken
fruitfulness that from the vines for
season. that season.

Some have thought verse 6 is about loss of
salvation, but as we’ve said, that cannot be what
Christ is telling us here, either. But this verse
fits with 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 which tests a
believer's works for what can be rewarded.
Only abiding in Christ is fruitful & rewardable.
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You abide in Me

* We are indeed to » So we non-apostle
abide in Christ, & the  believers do not

word of Christ is to have a ‘blanket
dwell in us richly. promise’ that if

« Jesus is talking we abide —walk
specifically to the in fellowship with
apostles here, as Christ — we will
revealed by what have all of our

He had said to them  Prayers an§wered
in John14:12-14. with a ‘yes’.
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The apostles

» The apostles did * And the apostles
come to understand did in fact bear
these truths when much fruit, once
the Holy Spirit was the Holy Spirit
given — in fact they was given (Acts 2).

had a greatmany . And the Father did

‘aha moments’ for a lot of pruning...
decades, & all that and the Father was
they asked forwas  gjorified in the Son.

given.
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"Truly, truly, | say to you, he who believes in
Me, the works that | do, he will do also; and
greater works than these he will do; because |
go to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in My
name, that will | do, so that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask Me anything
in My name, | will do it."
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Abide in My love
« We know that the ¢ Then that is the

Father loves the place to stay —
Son, & we know that abiding & remain-
the Son loves us. ing in Christ’s love.
* If you know these « His love is constant,
things & you have infinite & given to us
experienced the entirely by grace, so
love of Christin we have every good
fellowship & in reason to abide in

intimacy... His love always.
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Abiding

» Abiding is used of
the believer remain-
ing in fellowship, &
intimacy & depend-
ence on Christ.

* There are related
expressions in the
New Testament,

& it is valuable for
us to know them.

Alive to God
Beholding the Lord
Walking in the Spirit
Filled with the Spirit

Fixing our eyes on
Jesus

These all have to
do with our ongoing
fellowship
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