Philippians 3:7-11

Knowing God is a theme from which we gain insights from the Gospels on into the book of Revelation.  If we could take more time, there are plenty of Old Testament passages we could look at about knowing God.  But for today’s passage we will look at Philippians 3:7-11, which the apostle Paul wrote when he was in Rome, under house arrest.  By this time, Paul understood and communicated his and our heavenly blessings in Christ, heavenly seating with Christ, our heavenly citizenship, and setting our minds on things above.  Let’s first read the passage, then walk back thought it, step by step.
Philippians 3:7-11

But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
The apostle Paul has just warned the believers in Philippi about the Judaizers – Jews who try to impose the Law of Moses upon others, including Christian believers.  He speaks with very sharp words and forms of speech as he warns about these Judaizers!  He used to have all the qualifications as the Hebrew of Hebrews!  But how does he view all those Jewish advantages and prestige now?
Philippians 3:7
But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.

We can see that the apostle Paul begins to express his Jewish spiritual advantages and the sake of Christ in accounting terms (Philippians 3:7):
…whatever things were gain to me…

At one point in time Paul (then Saul) counted all his credentials under Judaism (seven of them!) to be real assets – summing up to something of truly significant value!  Paul used the same Greek word in Philippians 1:21.
Philippians 1:21

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
In Philippians 1:21 the gain is heavenly, whereas Paul believed his Jewish advantages and prestige were earthly, as he expressed back in Philippians 3:7.  

Philippians 3:7

But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss…

Paul’s valuation of those things that he once considered as valuable assets, has now turned quite the opposite!  He has decided to write them off as a loss – the exact opposite of a gain.  Why such a reversal? “…for the sake of Christ”.  Literally, “…those I accounted for the Christ [the Messiah], loss”.  In view of who Christ is, and what He has done, and everything else about his eternal future with Him, Paul, has completely reversed his assessment of what was of value before and what is of value from here on out, all the way into eternity!
Philippians 3:8

More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ…
So the apostle Paul has written off, counted as a total loss, everything that he every considered a valuable asset – his Jewish assets and prestige, and everything else here [all things] - here on planet earth!  And Paul makes this valuation: 

He writes off everything here on earth as a total loss.  Why?  As he looks upon Christ, and realizes the ‘over-the-top’ spiritual value of “…the experiential knowing of Christ Jesus the Lord of me…” he makes an evaluation:

· Paul has suffered the total loss of the ‘all things’…

· But Paul isn’t concerned about having suffered the total loss of ‘all things’… Why?

· Because Paul values the ‘all things’ as rubbish!  The best equivalent English word, on careful evaluation, is likely ‘dung’ – drawing out revulsion, but it is not a profane term in the context of the Philippians. 
    
All those valuations are so that Paul may ‘gain Christ’.  Isn’t Paul already a believer, and hasn’t he already ‘gained Christ’ by believing in His death for Paul’s sins, His burial and His resurrection?  That already happened a long time ago - about 25 years ago, to be exact!  So what does Paul mean by “…so that I may gain Christ…”?  In poetic pattern:
More than that, 

I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of


knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, 

for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 

count them but rubbish 

so that I may gain Christ…

In this poetic pattern, ‘the experiential knowing Christ Jesus the Lord of me’ is parallel to ‘so that I may gain Christ”.  We could restate this as:

‘the experiential knowing Christ Jesus the Lord of me’ is how one ‘may gain Christ’.

This comes along with the valuation that this world’s supposed highly valued assets and prestige are to be written off as worthless – even as dung, and that progressively knowing Christ is to be way-over-the-top valued.        

Philippians 3:9 in poetic form
…and may be found in Him, 
not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but
[having] that which is through faith in Christ, [that is]
[having] the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith…

The words, “…may be found in Him…” refer to God finding our position and eternal value and righteousness in Him.   None of the qualifications of Judaism, whether by birth or human accomplishment would find us anywhere of worth and value – only finding us in Him.  That is where, and in Whom are found way over-the-top value and worth!   

Paul had valued and invested himself in EVERYTHING that he had by birth and attainment in Judaism, under the Law.  But his values and perspective had done a complete reversal!  In Him, that is, in Christ, there was not a righteousness of Paul’s making having anything to do with the Law.  Not at all!  

Only righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith in Christ may be found ‘in Christ’.  Only in Him!             

       Philippians 3:10, 11 

…that I may know Him and 
the power of the resurrection of Him and 
the fellowship of the sufferings of His, 
being conformed to the death of His; 11 
in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead ones.

“…that I may know Him…” speaks of the apostle Paul progressively, experientially knowing Christ, the one whom he has already ‘known’ for about 25 years!  To know the power of Christ’s resurrection has a good ring to it (Ephesians 1:18), but ‘the fellowship of His sufferings is another thing altogether!’  Watch what Christ asks Saul in these verses in Acts:  

Acts 9:1-6 (see also Acts 22:1-8 and Acts 26:12-18)

Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, 2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; 4 and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?"  5 And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" And He said, "I AM [egō eimi] Jesus whom you are persecuting,  6 but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do."
So when the saints in the body of Christ are being persecuted, how does Christ view that persecution of the saints?  Let’s also look at what the apostle Paul, who was once called Saul, relates himself to Christ’s afflictions. 
Colossians 1:24

Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body, which is the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions.

So while we were identified positionally in Christ’s sufferings and His death on the cross, we see that there are ongoing truths about this present life that have a direct connection to Christ’s sufferings, and relate to an ongoing process while we live here on this planet, that is directly connected to knowing Christ:

      Philippians 3:10bc

…the fellowship of the sufferings of His, 

being conformed to the death of His; 

Finally, the apostle Paul finishes this passage (but not the book, of course) with his attaining to the resurrection from the dead (verse 11).

       Philippians 3:10, 11 


…that I may know Him and 

the power of the resurrection of Him and 

the fellowship of the sufferings of His, 

being conformed to the death of His; 11 

in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead ones.

Paul’s use of “…in order that…” does not make the experiential fellowship of Christ’s sufferings and being conformed to Christ’s death process a necessary prerequisite to his resurrection, introducing the idea that one might not be resurrected.  But rather Paul means to tell his readers, and us, that these processes are present ones in anticipation of resurrection, whether it takes place after we have physically died, or are translated once we are raptured alive.          
� A Brief Word Study on Σκύβαλον, Daniel B. Wallace, (neuter noun, used once in the New Testament [Phil 3:8]), wwwbible.org
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