
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
As we continue with our ‘Knowing & Growing’ series, we come upon the fascinating passage found in 1 Corinthians 1:1-9.  This is a passage that begins a most amazing letter from the apostle Paul to the believers in the church at Corinth.  The believers in Corinth were generally in a very bad way spiritually, morally and in terms of their understanding and unbiblical practices.

1 Corinthians 1:1-9 (NASU)

Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 

2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours: 

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, 6 even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Paul’s typical pattern as he wrote to the churches or to individuals, was to start off his letters with his own name, ‘Paul’.  Paul started off with his name, then followed immediately with his claim to apostleship in these letters:
· Romans 1:1

· 1 Corinthians 1:1*
· 2 Corinthians 1:1*
· Galatians 1:1

· Ephesians 1:1*
· Colossians 1:1*
· 1 Timothy 1:1

· 2 Timothy 1:1*
· Titus 1:1

In those letters marked with an asterisk (*), the apostle Paul also stated that his apostleship was ‘by the will of God’.   As was the case in 1 Corinthians, Paul was inclined to write his letters with the name of spiritual co-workers as a co-author.  In this case he did so by naming Sosthenes, but in 2 Corinthians 1:1, Philippians 1:1, Colossians 1:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1 and Philemon 1, Paul made Timothy a co-author.  Timothy was also included in the contents of the letter in a few instances, as he was in 1 Corinthians (4:17 and 16:10).
It is very interesting, and instructive, to see what the apostle Paul wrote to the church at Corinth, knowing that this church had a number of severe spiritual and moral problems, which included:

· Paul could generalize that the believers were fleshly (1 Corinthians 3:1-3).

· The believers followed after specific men (1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 3:4).

· Arrogance to the point of refusing Paul’s apostolic authority and seeking to build personal empires within the church were apparently widespread (1 Corinthians 4:1-13).

· The believers were tolerant of a man being intimate with his step-mother, which was not even tolerated in the pagan culture (1 Corinthians 5:1-13).

· Believers were taking each other to court (1 Corinthians 6:1-8).

· Believers were sinning to the point that there were weak, sick and dead among them (1 Corinthians 11:27-32) as God’s discipline.

· Some of them, after believing the gospel, were now coming to doubt the resurrection, as was typical of the Greek pagan culture of the day (1 Corinthians 15).
So it will be very instructive and insightful for us to see how the apostle Paul begins his address with these ‘rampantly messed-up’ believers.  

1 Corinthians 1:2

To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:

Paul still calls them ‘the church of the God’.  But we’re going to see potent words in the phase that follows:     

“…to those who have been sanctified [hagiazo; perfect tense] in Christ Jesus…”

So while in their day to day experience and living – their condition as we are prone to call it, we’re going to find that these believers are really messed up,  But in their eternally fixed position in Christ Jesus, they are totally and absolutely sanctified, ‘in Christ Jesus’.  They are ‘saints [hagios] by calling’.  
1 Corinthians 1:3

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Grace [charis] was the customary Greek greeting, and peace [shalom] was the customary Jewish greeting.  Is there a reason Paul uses both greetings?  Is there a reason that grace is given first, and peace, second?  Are these words used with more meaning than a typical Greek or Jewish greeting?  Why does grace and peace come from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ?  Does the Holy Spirit have anything to do with grace and peace, though not named here?

1 Corinthians 1:4 
I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of the God which was given you in Christ Jesus…
So why doesn’t Paul just thank the Corinthians for the grace of God which was given to them in Christ Jesus?  Or why not just tell them he’s thankful?  

Did the Corinthian believers deserve the grace of God that was given to them?  Are some more deserving of grace than others?

1 Corinthians 1:4, 5 

I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge…

Where, or in Whom, is the enrichment that the apostle Paul wrote about?  Why is the apostle Paul bringing up speech and knowledge in this letter?  When is he going to address speech and knowledge later in 1 Corinthians (1 Corinthians 12,13, 14)?  And how did the believers in Corinth get to be ‘in Him’, that is, ‘in Chris Jesus’ (1 Corinthians 1:30)?
1 Corinthians 1:4, 5, 6, 7a 

I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, 6 even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift…
One of the ways in which the gospel of Jesus Christ was confirmed in these believers is that they received the spiritual gifts that came as a result – an outcome - of their having believed.  And in apostolic times, these gifts included gifts of a more miraculous nature, as validation of the apostolic message (Galatians 3:2-5; Hebrews 2:3,4).  Verses 5b and 7a provide the context for verse 6.

1 Corinthians 1:7b-8
…awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
So is ‘the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ’ the rapture or the second coming?  Is each individual believer responsible for being confirmed to the end, or…?  Is it possible that these Corinthians believers, who are ‘wrapped around the axle’ with sins and errors of various kinds, will actually be blameless in the day of the Lord Jesus Christ?  What is ‘the day of the Lord Jesus Christ’ (1 Corinthians 1:8; 5:5; 2 Corinthians 1:14; Philippians 1:6; 1:10; 2:16)?

Is ‘awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ’ a good idea?  Is that what God desires for us (2 Timothy 4:8; Titus 2:13)?  Why?

1 Corinthians 1:9

God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Which is more important, God’s faithfulness, or ours?  What is He faithful to?

There’s that ‘called’ word again.  Where or with whom is our fellowship?  Is that for now, or for much, much later?  We were called, by and through God, into ongoing fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ, having already established a relationship with Him.  That fellowship is a spiritual partnership, a joint participation, a personal interaction that is based in a relationship that is eternally established and spiritually productive.
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