
2 Peter 1:1-3; 3:17-18 & 1 John 5:20

This is the final lesson in the ‘Knowing the Lord’ part of the ‘Knowing and Growing’ series.  To finish the ‘Knowing the Lord’ part of this series, we’ll turn to two passages in 2 Peter and one verse in 1 John.  Each of these is given below with explanatory notes and emphasis for our purposes.      

2 Peter 1:1-3 (NASU base, with notes and modifications)
Simon Peter, a bond-servant [voluntary slave] and apostle [special messenger] of Jesus Christ, 

To those who have received a like precious faith as ours, by the righteousness of the God and Savior of us, Jesus Christ [Jesus Christ is the God and Savior]: 2 Grace [charis – the standard Greek greeting] and peace [shalom – the standard Jewish greeting] be multiplied to you in [not in Greek: the] deep experiential knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that His divine power has granted [perfect tense] to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true deep experiential knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 

This is the beginning of Peter’s second, and last letter, that we have preserved for us.  Consider that this is Peter, the same one whom we read about in the gospels and early in the book of Acts.  He walked with Christ on earth for a few years, witnessed a number of amazing things, and even witnessed astounding events, sometimes along with James and John.  Peter is recorded as having spoken boldly and wisely in the first half of Acts, reflecting a radical change in character.

2 Peter 1:1 has what is known as a Granville Sharp construction, which conveys that Jesus is God and Savior – God and Savior are the same person.  While this understanding has taken more than a century to become embraced by virtually all Greek scholars, this construction is now widely received.  See also Titus 2:13 and context.
As both Peter and Paul were prone to do, they greeted with the customary Greek greeting (charis: grace), then the customary Jewish greeting (Greek eirene, from the Hebrew shalom: peace).  
Peter wrote twice of a deep experiential and personal knowledge in this passage.                              

How can His divine power grant us, in the perfect tense, everything pertaining to life and godliness?  

What is Peter writing about? 

How is everything related to life and godliness accessed by the believer?  Is it procedural or personal?     
3:17-18 (NASU base; with notes and modifications)
You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be [imperative: ‘you must be’] on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, 18 but grow [imperative] in grace and knowledge of the Lord of us and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to day of eternity. Amen.

As Peter did in much of 2 Peter, there were various warnings about false teachers.  That warning continues on into 2 Peter 3:17, regarding ‘unprincipled men’.   Peter has written about these ‘unprincpled men’ in 2 Peter 2:7.  In context, we read:  
2 Peter 2:4-10

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter; 7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men 8 (for by what he saw and heard that  righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds), 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority.

Peter told the believers to ‘be on your guard’.  Being ‘alert’ and ‘on your guard, are recurring themes in the New Testament, starting with the gospels, through Acts, and on into the New Testament letters.
A warning about not being carried away, which means by seduction, sounds a bit similar to Paul’s warning to the believers at Colossae about forcefully being taken captive:

Colossians 2:8 (NASU, but with grammatical / poetic structure)
See to it [imperative] that no one takes you captive [as done by pirates or thugs] 

through philosophy and empty deception,                       

according to the tradition of men, 
according to the elementary principles of the world, 
rather than  

      according to Christ.
Peter also warns that the unprincipled men’ can then cause people to ‘fall from’ their own steadfastness.  A fall from one’s steadfastness is to fall off or fall away from a steady and established course.  Peter then tells the believers what the steady and established course should be: ‘…but grow [imperative] in grace and knowledge of the Lord of us and Savior Jesus Christ.’

There are several critical things to examine carefully about the word ‘grow’ in 2 Peter 3:18:

· ‘Grow’ (auxanō) is an imperative, in the active voice.

· ‘Grow’ is also in the present active voice: the believer is told, as an imperative, to make a ‘right now, continuing’ act of will to grow.

So how does one respond to Peter’s imperative ‘to grow’ (auxanō) in the present active form?  Peter himself provides the insight into a critical ingredient in how that takes place.

First of all, to grow is the God-intended mode for the believer, in strong contrast to ‘being carried away’ or being seduced into a ‘fall’.  But Peter also answers how the growing is to take place in the believer.       

1 Peter 2:1-2
Therefore, having laid aside all malice [wickedness] and all deceit and hypocrisy and  envies and all slanders, 2 like newborn babies, long [active imperative] for the pure milk of the word [the Scriptures], so that by it [the word] you may grow [auxanō] in respect to salvation, 3 if [and it is assumed to be true of you] you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.
So Peter sets forth a key and essential component in the growth of the believer: the word of God.   
Acts 6:7 (NASU, with notes and modifications; see also Acts 12:24 & 19:20; Ephesians 4:16; Colossians 1:9-10)

The word of the God kept on spreading [auxanō]; and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith.     

Key insights:

1 Peter 1:2 tells us that growth begins by longing [an active imperative], as a newborn baby, for the pure milk of the word of God, as an absolute essential for life and growth.
2 Peter 3:17-18 tells us that we must be on guard against the error of ‘unprincipled men’,                  so that we are not carried away by seduction and fall from what God really has in mind.  And what God really has in mind is that we must grow, as an act of will, in grace [see 2 Peter 1:2] and knowledge of the Lord of us and Savior Jesus Christ.  So this growth is not about academics, information alone, or just taking in the technical message of the Bible.  It is personal, and it ultimately has to do with the Lord of us and Savior Jesus Christ.  It is ultimately in Him, in all of who He was, is, and will be, and all of what He has done and is doing and will do.  And though He shares His glory with us, even that sharing of His glory with us glorifies Him.                  
1 John 5:20



And we know that the Son of God has [literally, ‘is’] come, and has given [perfect tense] us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.

The apostle John wrote a great deal about believing and knowing, both in the gospel of John and in his shorter letter, which we call 1 John.  Both words are vastly important, but for our purposes in this elective, knowing is central.  But we’re going to see that not all ‘knowing’ is the same.  In this verse, 1 John 5:20, John wrote about:

‘We know’, which is a knowledge of perception and understanding.  He wrote that we know – have a knowledge of perception and understanding – that the Son of God has (literally, ‘is’) come, and has given (perfect tense) us understanding (a mind to understand and have a mindset), so that (provision for, but not forced outcome) we may know (personally, and with certainty) Him who is true.  John also states a positional truth: we are in Him who is true, and in His Son, Jesus Christ.
We have in this verse the strong implication of what we call ‘the Trinity’.  The Holy Spirit, with whom we who believe are anointed, provides the understanding (1 John 2:20-21).  We can know Him (our spiritual opportunity) and are in Him (our spiritual position; 1 Corinthians 1:30) who is true, that is, Jesus Christ (I John 5:20).  And the Son of the Father is Jesus Christ (1 John 5:20).  All three persons of the Trinity are involved in our knowing the Lord!     
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