Identification Truths
Who were we - Who are we - Who are we becoming - Part III
We are continuing to talk about what God’s word says about the spiritual anatomy of an unbeliever and a believer, but especially the believer.  So far, we only made minimal reference to identification, but today we will discuss it more fully:     

In Adam: All human beings are conceived and born ‘in Adam’, that is, they are positionally ‘in Adam’ and identified with him, so that all unbelievers have Adam as the spiritual head of the race of fallen mankind.  This is the fixed position of each unbeliever.  All those ‘in Adam’ share his spiritual history, and the consequences of that history, and are identified with him.    

In Christ: All of those who were conceived and born in Adam, once having believed the gospel of salvation, are placed into Christ – they are from that time forward ‘in Christ’, by God’s doing (1 Corinthians 1:30).   All those ‘in Christ’ share His spiritual history, and the consequences of that history, and are identified with Him.
The accompanying supplement, The Believer’s Unfathomable Riches in Christ, is a good summary of what the believer has who is ‘in Christ’.  The unbeliever who remains an unbeliever until death, that is, he dies in his sins, and in Adam (John 8:24; 1 Corinthians 15:17, 22; Ephesians 2:1-3) does not have any of the unfathomable riches in Christ, not even in part.  

Deeper in & farther along

Identification is a principle taught in Scripture, principally to believers in the body of Christ.  Identification is explained most fully by the apostle Paul, but evidenced in the writings of John and Peter, as well as other authors of Scripture.  We can take no credit for either knowing these truths or in what God has accomplished by our identification with Christ.  These truths of identification are revealed entirely by the will and actions of God, and the blessings of our identification with Christ are accomplished entirely by God’s infinite, eternal and amazing grace.  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him…”  Ephesians 1:3-4a. .  While we can find examples of this identification principle applying to other people groups, the teachings that we will focus on here are the identification truths that apply to believers who are in the body of Christ, from Acts 2 to the Rapture, when Christ comes for His bride, the Church.

Identification synonyms

We have used the word ‘identification’ so far, since that is a convenient ‘handle’ for what Scripture teaches.  But the actual words used in Scripture that convey this intimately related family of biblical truths include:

· In - being placed entirely in, so as to share an identity 

· With - intimately joined in action and consequence

· Together with – as above, with ‘together’ underscoring the same identity & action

· United with – ‘united’ implies a oneness, so a spiritual oneness is communicated

· Baptized into – ‘baptized’ means to be immersed or entirely placed into, so as to be permanently changed by that immersion or entire placement

Death is separation

A key principle in Scripture is that death means separation.  

When Adam was told that he would surely die if he ate of the tree of the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 2:17), that meant separation.  When Isaiah said that the sins of the people of Israel had caused a separation from God that meant spiritual death (Isaiah 59:1-10).  When Jesus told the Jewish leaders that unless they believed in Him they would “die in their sins”, the problem for the Jewish leaders was that they would suffer a death that would separate them from God (John 8:24).  Paul taught that death means separation in Ephesians 2:1-3, 11-13; 4:18; Colossians 1:21.

But God also used the ‘death is separation’ principle graciously and to our benefit, when we were identified with Christ in His death, then with His burial and resurrection:

· Romans 6:1-11 – dead to sin, alive to Christ

· Romans 7:1-6 – death releases from marriage; died to the Law, joined to Christ

· 2 Corinthians 5:14, 15 – dead to ourselves, alive to Christ

· Galatians 2:19, 20 – died to the Law, to live to God

· Colossians 2:20 – died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world

· Colossians 3:5, 20 – dead to sin, died with Christ to the world

The key biblical principles can be summarized: Identification joins us, and death separates us.  Identification with a death joins us to that death, so as to separate.  Primary examples:

Identification with Adam, which is the same as being ‘in Adam’, joins us to Adam’s death of separation from God.  As an unbeliever, identified with Adam, in Adam, each of us was separated from Christ, separated from His righteousness, separated from His spiritual history – and each of us was joined to the Sin Nature, to the Law, and to the World, and to Adam’s spiritual history.
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Identification with Christ, which is the same as being ‘in Christ’, joins us to Christ.  As believers what was true of our being joined to and identified with Adam gets reversed.  Identified with Christ, we  were joined to Christ, to His righteousness, and to His spiritual history – and each one of us was separated from the Sin Nature, the Law, and the World, and from Adam’s spiritual history.  Compare these joined to and separated from truths using the diagram to the left.  
So is this all… just hypothetical?

Our understanding of identification might be looked upon as somewhat hypothetical, if we were just to stop here.  We won’t.  There are at least two areas of application that touch directly upon What God is doing in the life of the believer:

1) The primary manner of dealing with the Sin Nature comes about because we were identified with Christ (Romans 6:1-14).  We are dead to the Sin Nature (which is present as a deposed monarch, attached to our human physical bodies) and alive to God.  
2) Spiritual changes take place in the believer as the believer reckons (considers) himself dead unto the Sin Nature and alive to God.  These changes express being made into the character and qualities of Christ (conformed, transformed, growing, maturing, being sanctified, etc.).  And, these changes take place as we are ‘walking’ consistent with who we have been made to be as our eternal identity, which takes place because Christ does the living in and through us by faith in Him.  These changes take place as we are ‘walking’ consistent with Who we have been joined to and what we have been separated from, in Christ.
3) The unbeliever who never believes dies in their sins, in Adam.  But once a person believes that Christ died for his sins, was buried, and rose again, then all the things that are summarized in the accompanying The Believer’s Unfathomable Riches in Christ are true of each one.  
4) We have one more Sunday on the spiritual anatomy of an unbeliever and a believer, which will get us ready for taking on the processes that God has in mind for us and has been revealed in the New Testament epistles (letters) because He loves us so very much!    
Holly Hills Bible Church - 16 Knowing & Growing – April 30, 2017
Who were we - Who are we - Who are we becoming - Part III - Page 2 of 3

