
Christ’s Disciple – what is God’s part?

Being Christ’s disciple begins with God’s part, otherwise we would have nothing to do worthwhile on our part (John 15:5).  Being Christ’s disciple begins with who Christ is, who the Father is, and what they have done or continue to do, and the love they have for us:  
John 15:1-9 (NASU; with added capitalization)
"I AM the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.  3  You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.  
4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  5 I AM the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.  6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.  7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples (mathetés).  9 Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love."

The above passage was discussed and presented in detail in lesson 03 of this series.  In the above we see that Christ as the vine, and His (and our) Father as the vinedresser are or take care of everything that matters by who they are and what they have done or are doing.  
Identified with Christ

One of the powerful implications of the above passage is that we are ‘in Christ’ (‘in Me’) and He is ‘in each one of us’ (‘I in you’).  These are introductory to a larger set of teachings which have been summarized as ‘the identification truths’.  Very briefly, the New Testament letters, mostly those of Paul the apostle, teach that each of us, as believers who are in the body of Christ, are:

·  In - being placed entirely in, so as to share an identity

· With - intimately joined in action and consequence

· Together with – as above, with ‘together’ underscoring the same identity & action

· United with – ‘united’ implies a oneness, so a spiritual oneness is communicated

· Baptized into – ‘baptized’ means to be immersed or entirely placed into, so as to be permanently changed by that immersion or entire placement

It is the first of these expressions, ‘in’, that is expressed in John 15:1-9.  In John 15:1-9 being ‘in Christ’ also conveys intimate connection, total dependence and ongoing vitality in being ‘in Him’.  The fruitfulness the Father desires only comes because we are in the vine - ‘in Him’  But our position ‘in Christ’ is expressed in a great many passages in the New Testament, from the gospel                   of John to the letters of Peter.  The book of Ephesians alone has the believer ‘in Christ’ or its equivalent 36 times!  
As we examine Scripture, we find out that we are not just generally identified with Christ.

We see in the New Testament letters that we have been identified with Christ in His:

· Crucifixion and death

· Burial

· Resurrection

· Ascension

· Seating in the heavenlies

For more detail on the identification truths see ‘49 2 Corinthians series – June 6, 2010 - Supplement: The Identification Truths…’.  But for our purposes in this lesson, we want to come to understand one very simple truth:
1 Corinthians 1:30

But by His [God’s] doing you are in Christ Jesus…

Our position in Christ and everything within the realm of our identification with Christ is by God’s doing.  It is His accomplishment entirely, and only His.  We have been intimately identified with Christ in His death, burial, resurrection, ascension and seating in the heavenlies.  In these things we share Christ’s spiritual history.  So it is only by God’s doing that we have a fixed and forever basis in our position.  

Christ’s Disciple – an essential application of our identification with Christ
It is God’s intent that we be in intimate fellowship with Christ, and in constant utter dependence upon Him.  Being Christ’s disciple as God intended has the outcome of His disciple being fruitful and loving others (John 13:35; 15:8).  

The identification truths are meant to be objectively observed in Scripture and understood from Scripture as a work of the Holy Spirit.  But the identification truths are to be implemented and appropriated by faith, by each believer, so that each believer ultimately learns from Christ, intimately and personally.  We are intended to learn Him - Christ (Ephesians 4:20).

Disciple-making roles and activities
The book of Acts, from chapter 6 to chapter 21, calls the believers in Christ ‘disciples’, among other terms.   Indeed, Jesus left the apostles with a command to ‘make disciples’.  

Matthew 28:19-20

"Go therefore and make disciples [imperative] of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."
So what we will address next Sunday is the believers’ part and the believer’s part ( in making and being a disciple of Christ.   

Holly Hills Bible Church – 35 Knowing & Growing – September 17, 2017

Christ’s disciple – what is that process? - page 2 of 2

