The Purpose of the Local Church

Introduction

Over various times and places, the church has taken on purposes which have ranged from:

· Social club

· Bible teaching

· Moral compass

· Social activist

· Political and judicial entity

· Soul-winning center

· Gaming activity center

· Social services center

· Religious ritual dispenser

Given the variety of purposes the church has taken on at various times and places, a Christian might be led to believe that God had nothing in particular in mind for the purpose of the church.  Fortunately, Scripture has a great deal to reveal to us regarding the purpose of the local church.  We’ll be looking at God’s intent for the local church over the next two weeks.

A Soul Winning Station or a Soul Building Station?

One of the key questions that has absorbed the attention of churches in earlier eras and in our own has been the question:  Is the church to be a Soul Winning Station or a Soul Building Station?  In many churches the perceived purpose of the church is for people to ask, hound, recruit or otherwise bring unbelievers into the church gatherings so that these unbelievers can receive a compelling evangelistic message.  This approach has come in different “flavors”, but the basic idea is the same.

Take a look at the chart on the next page.  The question given above is broken down for a side by side comparison.  The intended conclusion is obvious, but…

1) What is the supposed biblical basis for the purpose of the church as given on the left hand column (The local church is primarily a SOUL-WINNING STATION)?  What is it about that view which seems to be right?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) What would the apostle Paul have said to those churches that operated by the left column’s purpose?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Why do I come to church? What should I expect the church to do for me? Should the regular services of the church be primarily for reaching the lost or for reaching the saved? Compare the two concepts below:

	The local church is primarily a
SOUL-WINNING STATION
	The local church is primarily a SOUL-BUILDING STATION (Acts 20:28,32; Eph 4:11-16)

	The local church is here primarily to GET PEOPLE SAVED (Reaching them)
	The local church is here primarily to GET PEOPLE TAUGHT (Teaching Them - Matt. 28:19-20: Acts 2:42)

	The local church is to PREACH THE GOSPEL
(by “gospel” we mean that truth which unsaved people need to know in order to be saved)
	The local church is to PREACH THE WORD 

(2 Tim. 4:2) which would include the gospel but which would not neglect ALL SCRIPTURE (2 Tim. 3:16,17)

	The local church is here primarily for EVANGELISM (Win them!)
	The local church is here primarily for INDOCTRINATION (Feed them!)
(John 21:15-17: Acts 20:28; 2 Tim 2:2; 1  Peter 5:2)

	BRING THE UNSAVED TO THE GOSPEL, by bringing unbelievers to church services for the pastor to give them the gospel
	BRING THE GOSPEL TO THE UNSAVED, by well-taught believers taking the gospel to the unsaved

(Mark 16:15: 2 Cor. 5:20)

	The regular services of the local church have a ministry primarily for SINNERS
	The regular services of the local church have a ministry primarily for SAINTS (I Cor 14:24; Eph. 4:12: Col. 1:28)

	Primary goal of Local Church:
THAT PEOPLE MIGHT BE SAVED!
(Salvation is the END and the final goal)
	Primary Goal of Local Church:
THAT SAVED PEOPLE MIGHT LIVE BY CHRIST’S LIFE! (Salvation is only the beginning)
(Col. 1:28: Eph. 4:13-15)

	The Pastor should
PREACH SALVATION MESSAGES
John 3:16, etc.
	The elders should PREACH THE ENTIRE BIBLE from Genesis to Revelation (Acts 20:27; Matt. 28:20; 2 Tim. 3:15)

	The Pastor should give the people
INFORMATION ON HOW TO BE SAVED
(How to become a Christian)
	The elders should give the people 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO LIVE 

(The life of Christ in a Christian - 2 Tim. 3:17)

	THE PASTOR DOES THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY
	THE SAINTS DO THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY (Eph. 4:12)

	THE PASTOR IS THE MINISTER
	ALL ARE MINISTERS (Eph. 4:12)

	THE PASTOR IS IN FULL TIME CHRISTIAN SERVICE
	EVERY BELIEVER IS IN FULL TIME 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE (1 Cor. 6:19-20; 7:23)

	THE PASTOR IS THE EVANGELIST
Note: What happens when an unbeliever comes into a soul-building station where believers are being edified and where God’s Word is tightly taught? 

See I Cor. 14:24-25
	EVERY BELIEVER IS AN EVANGELIST 

(2 Cor. 5:20; Mk. 16:15) The word “evangelist” is here used not in the technical sense of a gifted man (Eph. 4:11) but to remind us that every believer has a responsibility to proclaim the good news.


3) What are the biggest differences in the role of the believer between the two columns?  What does the believer grow to be under each of the two purposes?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) What are the biggest differences in the role of the pastor / elders in the two columns?  What must the pastor or elders be under each of the two purposes?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Bonus: Read Revelation chapters 2 & 3.  That will give you a chance to see how our Lord addressed the 7 churches in Asia Minor, as they were at the end of the 1st century AD.  Now try your hand at writing a similar letter to the typical church on the left hand column.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Colossians 1:25-29 (NASU)

Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God,  26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints,  27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  28 We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.  29 For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 Peter 2:1-3 (NASU)

Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander,  2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,  3 if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2 Peter 3:17-18 (NASU)

You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.   

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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