The Inner Man: The Continuing Person as a Believer

In our prior studies in this Knowing & Growing elective, we have explored what Scripture says about the ‘spiritual anatomy’ of a believer before and after that person  believes (lessons 14-17).  As part of that exploration, we illustrated the spiritual anatomy of the believer, before and after that person believes, in this way (17 Knowing & Growing – May 7, 2017):
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Though the term ‘Continuing Person’ or ‘Continuity of Person’ is not found in Scripture, the concept is clearly taught.  The Continuing Person is evident in Scripture - who you are that continues from when you were an unbeliever into when you became a believer.  Take a look at the use of ‘I’ by the apostle Paul when he describes his conversion:   
Acts 22:6-11 (NASU)

But it happened that as I was on my way, approaching Damascus about noontime, a very bright light suddenly flashed from heaven all around me, 7 and I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?'  8 "And I answered, 'Who are You, Lord?' And He said to me, 'I am Jesus the Nazarene, whom you are persecuting.'  9 "And those who were with me saw the light, to be sure, but did not understand the voice of the One who was speaking to me. 10 "And I said, ' What shall I do, Lord?' And the Lord said to me, 'Get up and go on into Damascus, and there you will be told of all that has been appointed for you to do.'  11 "But since I could not see because of the brightness of that light, I was led by the hand by those who were with me and came into Damascus. 

See also passages such as Acts 22:3-5; 22:28; 26:12; 1 Timothy 1:12-14.
In addition to the inference of the Continuing Person in passages like that quoted and referenced above, Paul does use a term for the spiritual aspect of the Continuing Person in the believer.  Harold Hoehner explains who the ‘inner man’ is, as used in three of the letters of Paul the apostle
:
Paul uses “inner” with reference to a person, an adjectival use of the adverb. In Rom 7:22 Paul refers to the law of God as being in the “inner” person which is also called “my mind” and is the opposite of the law of sin in the flesh (vv. 23,25). In fact, later in Rom 12:2 Paul uses the term to exhort believers to be transformed by the renewing of the “mind.” In 2 Cor 4:16 Paul speaks of our “inner” person being renewed day by day while our “outer” person is perishing. Hence, the inner person is the heart or mind of the believer whereas the outer person is the physical body that is wasting away. In the present context it is the innermost being of the believer which is to be strengthened with God’s power. That innermost being corresponds with the heart of the believer in the following verse. It does not, as Barth suggests, refer to Jesus Christ himself or to the “new” person mentioned in 2:15 but rather to the innermost part of individual believers. This inner person is the object of God’s working. Both in Rom 7 and 2 Cor 4 Paul depicts the believer as helpless without God’s power. This corresponds with the present context where it speaks of the inner person’s need to be strengthened with power through God’s Spirit. In summary then, Paul prays that the Father from whom every family originates and by whom each is named would grant strength to the believers in Ephesus (according to the wealth of his essential being) with active power through the Holy Spirit in the inner person.
The ‘inner man’, or ‘inner person’ is that part of the believer, who in Romans 7 and 2 Corinthians 4 is helpless without God’s power, and for whom Paul prays for the believers in Ephesians 3 that the ‘inner man’ would be strengthened with power from the Holy Spirit.   
� “Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary” by Harold W. Hoehner, 2002, on Ephesians 3:16, Pages 479, 480.  Greek text references have been removed.
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