
[image: image1.png]Tongues had a primary & temporary role
as a sign, for the Jews & as a ministry
to the unbelieving, as revealed in
1 Corinthians 14:20-25

Brethren, do not be children in your thinking;
yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be
mature. 21 In the Law it is written, "By men of
strange tongues and by the lips of strangers |
will speak to this people, and even so they will
not listen to Me," says the Lord. 22 So then
tongues are for a sign, not to those who
believe but to unbelievers; but prophecy

is for a sign, not to unbelievers but to

those who believe.
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[image: image3.png]Tongues in the 1st Century
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Clement of Rome wrote an epistle to the
church at Corinth about 95, just as John was
finishing the New Testament with the book of
Revelation. Tongues was evidently one of the
major issues that Paul had to contend with in
his letter to the church at Corinth, yet Clement
of Rome never mentions the gift, even when
speaking of their spiritual heritage. The same
problem of disobedience to authority was
present, but that of tongues had evidently
been solved by their ceasing



[image: image7.png]Ignatius (martyred about 98-117)

Ignatius wrote to the church of Ephesus where
the disciples of John spoke in tongues when
they believed, (Acts 19:1-10) but he, too, has
nothing to say regarding the gift
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* Montanus was a self-proclaimed prophet in
Asia Minor (150-170), accompanied by two
prophetesses Maximilla & Priscilla, who had
deserted their husbands to follow him

« They spoke in tongues & prophesied,
including prophesying that Christ would
return in Asia Minor, not Israel

¢ The church leaders called him a heretic,
including Polycarp, direct disciple of John
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"In the earliest times "the Holy Spirit fell upon
them that believed, and they spake with
tongues” which they had not learned, "as the
Spirit gave them utterance.” These were signs
adapted to the time. For it was fitting that
there be this sign of the Holy Spirit in all
tongues to show that the Gospel of God was
to run through all tongues over the whole
earth. That was done for a sign, and it passed
away.” (Homilies on John, VI:10)



[image: image10.png]John Chrysostom (347-407)

Concerning the apostolic era spiritual gifts
that Paul wrote about in 1 Corinthians,
John Chrysostom wrote: “This whole
place is very obscure: but the obscurity is
produced by our ignorance of the facts
referred to, and by their cessation, being
such as then used to occur but now no
longer take place” (“Homilies on 1
Corinthians,” Vol. Xll, The Nicene and
Post-Nicene Fathers, Homily 29:2)
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