[image: image1.png]The Acts of the Apostles

» The Acts of the
Apostles was
written about 60-61
AD by Dr. Luke who
was a companion of
the apostle Paul,

& who very likely
became a believer
under Paul’s
evangelistic
ministry.

The book of Acts is
among the longest
books in the New
Testament.

The book begins
with Christ’s
ascension, then
focuses mostly
on Peter, at first,
then on Paul.



[image: image2.png]Dr. Luke was a man of keen skills
of observation & of deep compassion

* As one reads
through the gospel
of Luke & Acts,
the titles which are
given by Dr. Luke
are specific as to
the timeframe &
political domain

in each instance.

» Uniquely, Dr. Luke

not only observes
with very careful
attention to detail,
but also shows
deep compassion,
which reflects the
compassion that
Christ Himself had.



[image: image3.png]Dr. Luke himself shows up in
these places in the New Testament

* Dr. Luke shows up  + Dr. Luke shows up

in the Acts of the by name in Paul’s
Apostles, as New Testament
‘we’ or ‘us’ letters at:

Acts 16:10-17; Colossians 4:14;
20:5-15; 21:1-18; 2 Timothy 4:11;
27:1-28:16. Philemon 24.

We find that Luke is a physician in
Colossians 4:14, & we find that he
is not a Jew in Colossians 4:10, 11.
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Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an
account of the things accomplished among us, 2 just
as they were handed down to us by those who from
the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the
word, 3 it seemed fitting for me as well, having
investigated everything carefully from the beginning,
to write it out for you in consecutive order, most
excellent Theophilus; 4 so that you may know the
exact truth about the things you have been taught.

Acts 1:1-2

The first account | composed, Theophilus, about all
that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day
when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by
the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom
He had chosen.
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Who was Theophilus?

* Who was this man « We have no other
Theophilus to whom information on him,

Dr. Luke wrote the but we have this
Gospel of Luke & clue: ‘most excellent’
the Acts of the is also used in Acts
Apostles? 23:26; 24:3 & 26:25.

In Acts, ‘most excellent’ was used to address
governors Felix & Festus, so Theophilus was

of higher legal or socioeconomic standing.
He may have been the one who paid Dr. Luke
to write, or a government official at some level.
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» We can learn a
lot about the special
character & unique
contribution of this
book by imagining
the questions we
would be prone to
ask if the book of
Acts had not been
written. ..

“l wonder how the
gospel was spread
after Jesus had
ascended...”

Who is Paul? Why
is he writing letters
to those in Gentile
lands? Who is
Timothy? Luke?
Apollos? Aquila?...
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* The evidence is » The day of
mounting that Jesus Pentecost, when
was crucified on the Holy Spirit
April 3, 33 AD. was given, & when

» That means Peter preached to
that Jesus was the Jews gathered
resurrected on from afar, & 3000
April 5, 33 AD were saved (Acts
& ascended on chapter 2) was on

May 14, 33 AD. May 24, 33 AD.



[image: image8.png]Acts has a clear timeframe

e Giventhe dates for ¢ In some cases the

Christ’s crucifixion timing of events is
& resurrection & within a season or
ascension, & the a month, & in other
day of Pentecost, cases we know the
the rest of the book timing down to

of Acts has a clear specific days or

timeframe such that even a specific day,
we know the timing according to our
of events. modern calendar.



[image: image9.png]Acts 6:8-8:3; 21:15-25

For example

» The chronology » And the day that
says that Stephen Paul returned from
was martyred in his 3™ missionary
April of 35 AD, journey & met with
& that Saul, later Jesus’ half-brother
called Paul, became  James was on
a believer in the exactly May 28,
summer of 35 AD. 57 AD.

The book of Acts is not a collection of legends

& myths & embellished memories, but rather a

precise account that actually took place in real
time & in historical sequence.




[image: image10.png]Acts 2:46-5:42; 21:26-26:21; 19:23-41; 16:16-24; 23:23-26:32
Location, location, location

* Not only is therea  + For example, we
good chronology for know with certainty
the people & events the location of the

in Acts, but we are temple that was
often quite certain in Jerusalem, &
of location for most the amphitheater
of the places that in Ephesus, & the

Dr. Luke describes agora in Philippi &
throughout the book  where Paul was in
of Acts. prison in Caesarea.
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Great confirmation
of people, places & events

» For political &
religious figures
there is great
confirmation of
people from other
historical sources.

* The reason to point
this out is to under-
score that Dr. Luke
is telling the truth.

Gamaliel, for

instance, is named
in Acts 5:24 & 22:3,
& was Paul’s rabbi.

But we know quite a
bit about Gamaliel
from the Talmud, a
Jewish writing, so
we have a great
deal of confirmation.



[image: image12.png]2 Timothy 3:16, 17; Hebrews 4:12

It gets even better

* Not only do we » Not only is Acts
have excellent presenting historical
confirmation of truth, but we have
the chronology the assurance that
of events in the our study of the
book of Acts, & book of Acts will
the people & the impact us deeply
places in Acts, & richly as we go
but Acts is also through the book

inspired by God. step by step.
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A book of transitions

» Acts is a book of » Acts begins with
many & great Peter & it ends
transitions! with Paul.

* It beginsin » Acts begins with the
Jerusalem & Jews & it ends with
it ends in Rome! Jews & Gentiles.

Most significantly, Jesus is resurrected &
physically present in the first part of chapter 1,
then departs, but the Holy Spirit is given in
chapter 2, never to depart from the church again.




[image: image14.png]Galatians 2:20; 3:27; Romans 6:1-10; Ephesians 2:4-7

Decades of ‘AHA!I moments

» The apostles, * Imagine learning
starting in Acts that the Gentiles
chapter 1 & oninto also were to hear &
Acts chapter 28, believe the gospel!
are going through  « |magine learning
decades of ‘AHA?P that you were
moments, realizing identified with
astoundmg new Christ’s death,
truths again & burial, resurrection,

again & again! ascension & seating!



[image: image15.png]Like the apostles...

+ Like the apostles, * And learning what
we, too, are God is going to do
intended to have in our lives all the
decades of ‘AHA?P way up to the very
moments, learning, moment when we
as the apostles did, all see Him face to

what God has done face...& we can all
already, & from the hope that He comes
moment we first for us before we
believed... finish with Acts!
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