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Adventuring through
the Acts of the Apostles

» The apostles, ¢ There were new
though given circumstances that
multiple mira- cropped up along
culous gifts, the way, & the
faced decades gospel went to
of a variety new cultures &
surprises: political realms.

And God did things in ways the disciples turned
apostles had never seen before, & God revealed
truths through them never before known or told.
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The end & almost the beginning

» Today’s passage is
the end of Christ’s
coming & ministry
on earth, & time with
the disciples, & it is
just ten days before
the beginning of the
church — the body
of Christ.

* It marks the ending

of the principle of
Law through the
Law of Moses as
accomplished by
Christ & just ten
days before the
beginning of the
principle of Grace!
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The first account &
the beginning of this next one

* Dr. Luke had written
the first account to
Theophilus, which
described people
& events from just
before the birth of
John the Baptist to
the ascension of
Christ, was the
Gospel of Luke.

So in this account
in Acts, Dr. Luke will
start of by providing
more detail about
Christ’s ascension.

Then he will move
forward in time from
there, starting with
the time of waiting
for the Holy Spirit.
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Hebrews 12:1-2; April 3, 33 AD

Christ had been crucified

¢ At the insistence of ¢ But Christ was not

the leaders of the a victim of people
Jews, Christ had & circumstances,
been crucified by but was instead a
the Romans by volunteer for His
order of Pontius crucifixion, because
Pilate, & the He loved you & me

disciples at various & gave Himself for
distances witnessed  you & me — for the
Christ’s suffering. joy set before Him.
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Christ was buried & raised

» Christ was givena + Not one person,
king’s burial, but He even among His
was raised early on followers, was
the third day & He expecting His

showed Himself to resurrection,
individuals, small & some even
groups, & up to 500 continued their
people at one time doubt for weeks

over 40 days. afterward.



[image: image6.png]Acts 1:3

During that time

» During the 40 days + But James was so

after Christ was
raised, not only did
He appear to many
of His disciples &
followers, but He
also appeared to
James, His brother
who did not believe
He was the Christ.

convinced by Christ
that James & all his
brothers became
believers, as we will
soon see in Acts.

And Christ spoke
of many things,
including the
kingdom of God.
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He commanded them

* Don't leave * |n contrast to John
Jerusalem. who baptized with

« \Wait for what water (physical &
the Father symbolic), the next
had promised: big thing will be

spiritual — the Holy
Spirit - & you won'’t
wait long (days).

Jesus had told them that the Holy Spirit would
be sent on the night before He was crucified.

* You will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit.
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"When the Helper comes, whom | will send to
you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth
who proceeds from the Father, He will testify
about Me, 27 and you will testify also, because
you have been with Me from the beginning.

What Acts 1:4-5 reveals is consistent with John
15:26-27, & that is that all three persons of the
Trinity are involved with the beginning of the
church — all of us together. And the message
of the New Testament is that all three persons
of the Trinity are deeply & intimately involved
with each one of us.



[image: image9.png]Acts 1:4-5

There was a time...

» There was a time * On the day of

for waiting, & a Pentecost, the
time for action. Holy Spirit would

+ What we will soon be given to the
see is that the Holy ~ disciples gathered
Spirit would be there in Jerusalem,
given on a day & then the gospel
when thousands would go out to
of Jews would be places far & wide.

gathered... < But for now, wait.
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Baptized

* As we go through » Also, the Holy Spirit
the book of Acts, is given to new
we will be seeing groups four times in
this word ‘baptized’ the book of Acts, &
(or a variant) used the word ‘baptized’
in different ways, & is typically not used
we will want to look to describe the Holy
very carefully at Spirit coming into
how it is used & the hearts of people

what is meant. who believe.
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The kingdom  * That kingdom,
also called the

* ‘The kingdom’ kingdom of God
refers to the reign or the kingdom
of Christ following of heaven, or the
His second coming, millennial kingdom,
which John wrote of  will have Christ as
as being for 1000 the king of Israel &
years, in which King of kings & Lord
Israel will be of lords over the

in its land. Gentile nations.
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Imagine

» The disciples » But the disciples
had understood did not understand
the gospel of the the gospel of
kingdom, which substitution until
is why Jesus sent after Christ was
them out much raised.
earlier in His « So they were asking
ministry, to preach about the kingdom,
the gospel of the which they better

kingdom. understood.
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Their question reveals

» The questionthe » They did not yet

disciples asked understand that
Jesus revealed they were to be

how much they did central to a very
not yet understand different plan &

— but they would entity than the

eventually ‘catchup’.  kingdom.

These eleven men would come to
discover what they had ‘signed up for’
over the years & decades that followed.
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The Father has fixed

» One perspective * And there is much
that we get from the about those times
whole of Scripture that has not been
is that the Father is revealed in advance
the one who calls tous oranyone else.
the time spans & + God the Father
critical moments inherently has the
for everything here authority to set

on planet earth. times & epochs.
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But when the fullness of the time came,
God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,
born under the Law, 5 so that He might
redeem those who were under the Law,
that we might receive the adoption as sons.

Romans 5:6

For while we were still helpless, at the right
time Christ died for the ungodly.
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He, the Father, made known to us in the
Church, through the apostles and prophets,
the previously unrevealed mystery of His will,
according to His kind intention which He, the
Father, purposed in Christ 10 from the plan
and perspective of God the Father’s
administration of all things, which we now
know includes the Church, toward the full
completion and final stage of the earthly times,
that is, the summing up and bringing into
submission of all things in Christ in the
Millennial Kingdom, including all the things

in the heavens and things on the earth.
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Empowered by the Holy Spirit

» The disciples were
not to move ahead
of time to do what
God wanted done,
& they were not to
give it their best
effort & they were
not do it in their
own strength &
on their own.

* They were to wait

until the moment
when the Holy
Spirit had come
upon them.

The Holy Spirit

will empower them
for what comes next
because that is
what God wants.
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"When the Helper comes, whom | will send to
you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth
who proceeds from the Father, He will testify
about Me, 27 and you will testify also, because
you have been with Me from the beginning.

The disciples were told in advance that the
Holy Spirit would come, & would testify [bear
witness] of Christ, & then the Holy Spirit would
empower the disciples turned apostles to
testify [bear witness] about Christ. They were
also qualified to bear witness because they
had been with Christ from the beginning.
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Lifted up

» Christ was liffedup  + And there was good
— it is also said that reason for Christ to

He ascended or be lifted up into the
was raised up to heavenlies as the
the heavenlies. disciples watched.

Christ had to be raised up to the heavenly places
so that He could be seated at the right hand of
the Father, & so that He could carry out His high
priestly ministry — but wait, there’s more!




[image: image21.png]John 16:5-7; May 2, 33 AD

"But now | am going to Him who sent Me; and
none of you asks Me, "Where are You going?'
6 But because | have said these things to you,
sorrow has filled your heart. 7 But | tell you the
truth, it is to your advantage that | go away; for
if | do not go away, the Helper will not come to
you; but if | go, I will send Him to you.*

Christ in the heavenlies, seated at the right
hand of the Father, & carrying on His high
priestly ministry is exactly what we need, &
the Holy Spirit coming to carry out His multiple
ministries is also exactly what we need!
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Gazing intently

+» All eleven of the * While the Lord was

disciples were going into the sky,
gazing intently two ‘men’ appeared
as Christ was beside them, asking
raised up into why they were all
the sky & was gazing into the sky.
caughtupina « These ‘men’ were
cloud, out of clothed in white &
their sight. were standing.

We have seen angels appearing as ‘men’ before.
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Jesus didn’t just ‘vanish’

» Jesus didn’t just » His leaving them
vanish & dissipate, was on purpose &
but He was taken for a purpose. But
up from the eleven not only would the
disciples up into Holy Spirit come
heaven —on soon, but Christ
purpose! would come back.

He will come back bodily, & He will even come
back to the Mount of Olives, & at that time He
will establish His kingdom for Israel!
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Then the Lord will go forth and fight against
those nations, as when He fights on a day of
battle. 4 In that day His feet will stand on the
Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem
on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be
split in its middle from east to west by a very
large valley, so that half of the mountain will
move toward the north and the other half
toward the south.
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What the disciples didn’t know

« As far as we have « And as far as we

written record, the have written record
disciples would not the disciples would
know that they had not know about

been identified with being identified with
Christ’s death, burial Christ’s ascension

& resurrection for & seating until 27
another 16 years years later (see
(Galatians 2 & 3; Ephesians), also

Romans 6:1-10). by the pen of Paul.
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1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 19; May 14, 33 AD

He had to be in heaven
e Christ also had to « And Christ had to

be in heaven so be in heaven so
that we could be that we could set
blessed with every our minds on things
spiritual blessing above — where

in the heavenly Christ is, in the
places in Christ. heavenly places.

The disciples will all see the Lord again, & they
will see Him again at the same moment that
we do. And we’ll all come back with Him, too.
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‘The Eight Stages of Armageddon:

The assembling of the allies of the Antichrist (Psalm 2:1-

‘The destruction of Babylon (Isaiah 13-1

The fall of Jerusalem (Micah 4:11-5:1; Zechariah 12-14)

‘The armies of the Antichrist at Bozrah (Jeremiah 49:13-14; Micah 2:12)

The national regeneration of Israel (Psalm 79:1-13; 80:1-19; Isaiah 64:1-12; Hosea 6:1-13; Joel 2:28-32;

Zechariah 12:10; 13:7-9' Romans 11:25-27)

The second coming of Jesus Christ (Isaiah 34:1-7; 63:1-3; Micah 2:12-13; Habakkuk 3:3)

7. The battle from Bozrah ends at the Valley of Jehoshaphat during which antichrist is slain by Messiah
(Jeremiah 49:20-22; Joel 3:12-13; Zechariah 14:12-15)

8. The victory ascent upon the Mount of Olives (Joel 3:14-17; Zechariah 14:3
lation 16:17-21;19:11-21)

: Joel 3:9-11; Revelation 16:12-16)
remiah 50-51; Zechariah 5:5-11; Revelation 17-18)

Matthew 24:29-31; Reve-
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