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In the Beginning

» Acts chapter 2 tells + This one day
of the beginning day began an inter-

of the church, the action among the
body of Christ, believers which
when the Holy is summarized
Spirit was given in just one brief
to everyone who but insightful

believed & in which verse:
3000 were saved o Acts 2:42
on that one day.
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They were continually devoting themselves
to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

Dr. Luke’s summary statement
in Acts 2:42 speaks to us as well:

» The apostles’ teaching - which ultimately
grew into the complete New Testament

* Fellowship - spiritual sharing & partnership,
& an interaction, & joint participation

* Breaking of bread — ‘family’ meals together
* Prayer — communication with God the Father
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In Acts 3:1-10

* We had seen a * What we are told
summary statement about in Acts 3:1-10
that many wonders is a single instance
& signs were taking in which Dr. Luke
place through the describes Peter &
apostles, back in John doing a sign
Acts 2:43. & a wonder.

It is likely that what Dr. Luke described in Acts
3:1-10 took place some time after the events
summarized in Acts 2:43 (in summer of 33 AD).
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The ninth hour

» At the temple in » The other typical
Jerusalem the prayer times for the
Jewish hour of Jews were 9:00 AM
prayer that was & noon (see Acts
the ninth hour 2:15;10:9, 30 &
was 3:00 PM. Daniel 6:10; 9:21).

The apostles, in ministering among the Jews,
continued to observe traditional Jewish customs
& traditions, including coming to the temple
for prayer at traditional times.
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Peter & John
* Peter & John had * And Peter & John
been through a lot had been made
of things together, apostles by our
from the beginning Lord: resurrection
of Christ’s ministry testimony & having
until now. special giftedness.

Both of these men had changed radically
from the time that they walked with the Lord
in His earthly ministry. Now we’re about to

see how radical a change that was.
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Lame, as a birth defect

* Since this man * And the usual
had been lame from  Jewish way of
the time of his birth, evaluating the

which was more cause of some-
than 40 years one who had
before (Acts 4:22), been disabled
he had lots & lots from birth was
of experience in to blame it on

begging for alms. the parents’ sin.
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Carried along

» As was often the
custom, family &
friends would carry
the lame to places
where they could
beg, arranging to
pick them up at
the end of the day,
even on Sabbath.

So men had been
carrying this lame
man along to where
he could beg - for
decades!

Likely after years
of trial & error, this
man had found the
best begging spots!
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The gate called Beautiful

< Since we have no « However, Dr.

outside record that Leen Ritmeyer,
any of the gates to a Bible-believing
the temple were archaeologist, has
called ‘Beautiful’, concluded that this
there have been is the ‘Double Gate’
a number of ‘best on the south end of
guesses’ as to the temple mount,
which gate that which leads to the

actually is. Hulda gates.



[image: image11.png]Jesus healed Malchus’
ear (Luke 22:49-51;
John 18:10-11)

Fortress
of Antonia

Jesus raised
Lazarus from

the dead
(John 11:1-46)

Mount of Olives

Ascension

Jesus healed the

blind & the lame

in the temple
Jesus healed (Matthew 21:14)

Reemional ; £ | a blind man
(John 5:1-47)

Jerusalem at the Time of Jesus —

- Field of blood (traditional) Scale: 1000 feet
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He began asking

¢ As this lame man ¢ This lame man was

saw Peter & John just expecting that
about to enter the Peter & John would
temple courtyards, be like all of the rest
he then began of the observant
asking for alms, Jews who lived in
as he had done or were visiting

for decades. Jerusalem.

He was hoping that they would give him alms
that day, like all of the many, many days before.
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Fixed his gaze

* ‘Fixed his gaze’ is + All of the other

a translation of just occurrences of this
one Greek word. one word are by Dr.
+ Except for two Luke, an author
instances in 2 who often writes
Corinthians 3, very personally, &
in which the with attention to
Israelites could personal detail,
not ‘fix their gaze’ as we seein

on Moses... this passage.
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‘Look at us!’

* The typical pattern  « In sharp contrast,
was for a beggar Peter, with John
for alms to ask for alongside him, told
alms as people the lame beggar,
were coming ‘Look at us?!’
towards them, « This was not going
but even those to be a typical time
who gave alms of almsgiving for
often did not pay this lifelong lame

much attention. beggar!
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Peter intended

» Contrary to the .
typical impersonal
interaction of the
almsgivers & the
alms receivers,

Peter, along with

John, did not intend

to give this lame .
man any money

— none at all!

Instead, Peter very
much intended to
heal this lame man
right then, out of
his giftedness &
authority as an
apostle.

It would be
done in order
to glorify the Lord.
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The lame man will receive something

* The lame man * This was all in
responded to response to Peter’s
Peter's order to fixing his gaze on
look at Peter & the man, as well as
John by beginning Peter’s order for the
to give them his man to look at the
attention. both of them.

As Dr. Luke will tell us, this man will not at all
receive what he is expecting, but will instead
receive what will radically & permanently change
his expectations - for the rest of his life!
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| don’t have what you're expecting

* Petertells the man  * But what Peter
very directly thathe ~ does have to give

does not have what  to the man is a gift

; y far greater than any
the man is expect he had received in

!ng t_o receive, that decades of begging
is, silver or gold for alms:

coins of the day — . i

Peter & John have E,‘T?ehﬁi'hn%gﬂfg ©
no alms to give to end his need to

the lame man. beg for alms!
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In the name of
Jesus Christ the Nazarene

* What Peter says » Peter commanded
next is not about the man to walk in
himself & not the authority of, &
about John, in the power of
either. Jesus Christ,

« Peter commands, the Nazarene.

“In the name of * Peter did not even
Jesus Christ the mention himself,

Nazarene...” or who John was.
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Who?

¢ ‘Jesus Christ the < As a matter of fact,
Nazarene’ would since you're healed
convey: of being lame, we

» Jesus the Savior, could take a walk
who died, & was right now to where
buried, & rose again  Jesus Christ the
just a few months Nazarene was
ago, & less than crucified for you
2000 feet from & buried & then

where we are now! rose again!
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In whose name?

* This Jesus Christ
the Nazarene was
& is also the long-
promised Messiah
(the Christ, the
anointed one),
the one who is to
come, to establish
His kingdom on
this earth.

¢ Just in case there
is any doubt about
who this Jesus
Christ is, He is
the One who
was raised in the
Galilean town
of Nazareth, before
Jesus began His
earthly ministry.
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By the right hand

* We need to see * Peter seized the
a distinction in this man’s right hand,
passage between in this case, to help
Peter using touch the formerly lame
to heal the lame man to stand up
man, & Peter using & prepare to walk
touch to help the for the first time
man stand up, in his entire 40+
which he had years of life on

not done before. this earth!
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His feet & ankles

* |t is apparent from * The healing was

this verse that the done, not on the
feet & ankles of basis of Peter’s
this man were medical insights
the root cause & perceptions,
of his having but by the power
been lame — & authority of
but no more! Jesus Christ.

Imagine walking for the first time
at more than 40 years of age!
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The healing was more than physical

* |t is apparent from » The man was

this verse that the instantly able to
healing that was maintain balance,
done that day & use coordination, &
that moment was to even leap without
not just a physical injuring himself in
restoration of the the process — his
lame man’s feet balance & coordi-

& ankles, but... nation were restored.
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He entered the temple

* The man whom the + Can you imagine
Lord had healed by what people were

the command of thinking?

Peter & John then « |t was not typ|ca|
entered the temple for people to enter
with them, & was the temple court-
walking & leaping yard leaping, & it

& was praising God  was likely that many
as he went along recognized him as

with Peter & John. ‘the lame man’.
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Praising God
» Peter (& John) had -+ This is a good
conducted himself indicator of valid
in such a way that ministry that is done
the formerly lame by the life of Christ,

man was not thank- & as a work of the
ing Peter (& John), Holy Spirit, that the

nor was he giving Lord is praised &
them credit, but credited for the
instead the man outcome, rather

was praising God. than any man.
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All the people
+ All of the people + Since this man
saw the formerly had been at the
lame man walking entrance to the
& praising God, & temple for several

very likely they saw decades, many had
him leaping, too. © seen him begging.

So these people who saw this formerly lame man
walking & leaping & praising God were quite
familiar with him, & would be stunned
to see him walking & leaping!
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Hey! That's the guy that...

* Verse 10 makes it It was even clear

quite clear that the that this formerly
people not only saw lame man had been
the man who had the very one who
been formerly lame regularly sat at the
walking & praising same Beautiful

God, but also that Gate day after
they recognized him  day, for years!
as the one who had . Now he was

beenalamebeggar.  totally healed!
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Filled with wonder & amazement

¢ Those who knew or ¢ Their wonder &

at least recognized amazement was
the lame man from not just partial or
his place of begging incidental, but

at the Beautiful rather they were
Gate were filled with  filled with it — they
wonder & amaze- were all deeply
ment at what had impacted by what
happened to him they saw & recalled

[perfect tense]. about him.
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Why did Jesus pass Him by?
+ If all of these people + Could it be that

knew or at least Christ did not heal
recognized this this man or offer to
man, then Jesus do so, because He
must have also was leaving the
known about this opportunity open
same lame man, for Peter & John to
but did not take heal this lame man
the opportunity on a summer day in

to heal him. 33 AD?
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Apostles, the gift of healing & healing

* The apostles had
to meet specific
qualifications to
be an apostle,

& they had all

of the gifts all
available to them,
including apostolic
era gifts, & those

gifts of our own era.

* In the era of the

apostles, all of the
supernatural gifts,
including healing,

were given to the

apostles.

In our own era,
God can heal, but
that is not the same
asthe gift of healing.



[image: image33.png]The necessary + Received his gift &
office by a sovereign

qualifications decision of God:

of an apostle 1 Corinthians 1:1;
Ephesians 1:1

« Had to have been

in evangelism: ;
L9 i~ an eyewitness of the
1 Corinthians 9:2; resurrected Jesus

2 Corinthians 3:1-3; Christ: Acts 1:22:

« Had success

Galatians 2:7-9 1 Corinthians 9:1

* Had the capacity « Endowed with power
to suffer patiently — to perform signs,
to persevere in trial: wonders & miracles:

2 Corinthians 12:12; 2 Corinthians 12:12:
Acts 9:16 Hebrews 2:3,4
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Signs & wonders

» As we proceed
through the book
of Acts, we're going
to see that the
apostles were
able to heal other
lame people —
three in total,
but these were
just examples.

It is clear that the
apostles were able
to heal & perform
validating signs &
wonders.

These signs &
wonders were
especially done,
as we've seen,
among the Jews.
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Open door to opportunity
* Peter & John &the + There Peter will

formerly lame man speak to the Jews
are going to head gathered there with
from the Double a potent evangelistic

Gates to Solomon’s message, which will
Portico, which is the result in about 5000
colonnade on the being saved & Peter
east side of the & John being
temple courtyard. arrested.
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