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What happened?

* On the day of » As the Holy Spirit
Pentecost these was given, there
things happened: was a noise like

o The twelve a mighty wind, &
disciples, & likely the disciples spoke
others with them, in foreign languages
waited in the city that others who were
of Jerusalem, as present recognized.

directed by Christ, » Peter spoke with
for the Holy Spirit. new-found power.
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What else happened?
» As Peter spoke by  + All of the things

the Holy Spirit’s that are true of the
power that day, believer in this, the
three thousand church age, were
Jews were saved, true of those who

& were added to believed on that
the church, which day, even though it
was begun that would take decades
day & continues for the apostles

until the rapture. to learn about it.
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They were continually devoting themselves
to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

Dr. Luke’s summary statement
in Acts 2:42 speaks to us as well:

» The apostles’ teaching - which ultimately
grew into the complete New Testament

* Fellowship - spiritual sharing & partnership,
& an interaction, & joint participation

* Breaking of bread — ‘family’ meals together
* Prayer — communication with God the Father
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The apostles’ teaching

 In the book of Acts,
chapters 2 through
10, Dr. Luke gave
us the evangelistic
messages spoken
by Peter, but we
are told that from
the outset the early
believers heard the
apostles’ teaching.

» By the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit,
we have the word of
God in 39 books of
the Old Testament,
& 27 books of the
New Testament,
which brings the
apostles’ teaching
directly to us.
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Fellowship

» The spiritual position
& place of blessing,
& the ministries of
the Holy Spirit, had
never happened
before in all of time,
nor would that ever
happen again, after
the rapture — the
church is unique.

« Because we in the

body of Christ have
a unique spiritual
position in Christ,
& unique ministries
of the Holy Spirit,
our opportunities
for spiritual sharing
& partnership, &
our interaction, &
joint participation
are likewise very
unique, & intended
by God Himself.
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Breaking
of bread

» The ‘breaking of
bread’ or to ‘break
bread’ was a figure
of speech meaning
to eat together.

» The early church,
as recorded in the
New Testament,
did this regularly as
a part of fellowship.

» Believers were
“...breaking bread
from house to house;
they were taking
their meals together
with gladness &
sincerity of heart,
praising God...”.

» The breaking of
bread (having meals
together) & the
‘house to house’
pattern continued...
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Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe;
and many wonders and signs were taking
place through the apostles...

46 Day by day continuing with one mind

in the temple, and breaking bread from
house to house, they were taking their meals
together with gladness and sincerity of heart,
47 praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord was adding to their
number day by day those who were

being saved.
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Prayer

+ While Acts 3:1

tells us that Peter

& John went to the
temple to pray at
the customary time
for the Jews, we get
the picture that the
Christian believers
prayed together
often.

* We also get the

picture that the
Christian believers
prayed together,
with a newfound
character to their
prayer because of
the Holy Spirit’s
ministries. ..

And also because
of the newfound
intimacy with God
that they shared.
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Piﬁnacle of
the Temple

Inner Temple & Outer Temple Courtyard

The Temple in Jerusalem as it was during
Jesus’ ministry (29 to 33 AD), from the east
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The Temple in Jerusalem as it was during
the book of Acts (33 to 60 AD), from the east
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Healing was validation
* The healing of the » That is why all of

lame man was the the apostles were
validation of the given to do wonders
ministry & message & signs among the
of the apostles — people, as a proper
specifically Peter, validation of their
on that day. testimony.

That is also why we must discern, as we go
through the book of Acts, what was intended to
continue throughout the church age, & what was
only for the age of the apostles (33 AD to 96 AD,

or earlier), since Acts is a transitional book.
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Healing also made the opportunity

* Healing the man » That healing made
who had been lame the opportunity for
for all of his 40+ Peter to speak to

years of life, & who the many who were
had been begging gathered at the

for alms at the temple courtyard
temple for so long on that day, with the
that those present once lame man &
knew of him or John present, in

knew him... Solomon’s portico.
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Peter’'s good question

» Peter asks why * The power & piety
the Jews who are that healed this
gathered are all once lame man
amazed at what were not from
has happened, Peter, nor from
or are gazing at John, but from
John & Peter. Christ.

People may often misunderstand the source,
& our intent should always be to credit
Christ for all He is & all that He does.
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Christ was & is the focus

* In the healing of the + As we proceed
lame man, the focus  through the book

was not all about of Acts, the focus
Peter, nor about will continue to be
Peter & John, but on Jesus Christ the
the focus was on Nazarene, & the
Christ, spoken Holy Spirit did not
through the name act in these things
of Jesus Christ to draw attention to

the Nazarene. Himself, but Christ.
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In the name

» Peter has already * ‘In the name’ meant

stated that this
healing of the lame
man was done in
the name of Jesus
Christthe Nazarene,
&we’re goingto see
further mention of
the name of Jesus
in this passage.

that the healing was
done by the power
& authority from the
person of Christ,
even though Peter
was the one who
was physically
present & visible
that day.
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The God of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob

« The words, ‘the God
of Abraham, Isaac
& Jacob’ would
have definitely
gotten the Jews’
attention, & those
words would have
conveyed to them
exactly what they
needed to hear.

Abraham, Isaac &
Jacob were these
Jews’ ‘fathers’.

And Peter’s intent,
in context, would
have been to refer
to God the Father,
who, as Peter put
it, ‘glorified His
servant Jesus’.
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The one whom you
delivered & disowned

* In Acts 2:23 Peter * And in Acts 2:36
said about Jesus, Peter also said to
“...you nailed to a the same group
cross by the hands of Jews, “...this
of godless men and Jesus whom
put Him to death.” you crucified."

Peter said now, to another group of the
descendents of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob, that
Jesus was the one that you Jews delivered &

disowned the one whom the Father had glorified.
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In the presence of Pilate

* Pontius Pilate « But Pilate had
continued to be in already decided to
his place of power let Christ go, except
under Rome until that the Jews, by
after Saul, who their leaders, had
became Paul, pressed Pilate to
became a pronounce a
believerin sentence of
Christ. crucifixion.

Pilate said, “I find no guilt in Him”, Luke 23:4
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"But
you disowned
the Holy and Righteous One and
[you] asked for a murderer
to be granted to you, 15 but
[you] put to death the Author™ of life,
the one whom God raised from the dead,
a fact to which we are witnesses.”

* Author, per NASU footnote & Kenneth Wuest
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"Go, stand and speak to the people in the
temple the whole message of this Life."
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For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol;
Nor will You allow Your Holy One
to undergo decay. [Acts 13:34-37]
Isaiah 43:3
"For | am the Lord your God,
The Holy One of Israel, your Savior...

Isaiah 48:17

Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer,
the Holy One of Israel...
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Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed? 2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of
parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him,
Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him. 3 He was despised and forsaken
of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, And like one from whom men
hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.

4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves
esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through
for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-
being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have
gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the Lord has caused the
Iniquity of us all To fall on Him.

7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a
lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He
did not open His mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; And as
for His generation, who considered That He was cut off out of the land of the living
For the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due? 9 His grave was
assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because He
had done no violence, Nor was there any deceit in His mouth.

10 But the Lord was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render
Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the
good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand. 11 As a result of the anguish of
His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My
Servant, will justify the many, As He will bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore, | will
allot Him a portion with the great, And He will divide the booty with the strong;
Because He poured out Himself to death, And was numbered with the transgressors;
Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors.
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Bad news! Good news!

» Petertold the Jews + This is a triple stab
thatthey had(You!): to the heart of any

- Disowned the Holy ~ thinking, feeling,

& Righteous One! observant Jew!

» Asked for a * ‘God raised’ [the
murderer to be Father] is found in
granted to them! Acts 2:24, 32; 3:15,

26: 4:10;: 10:40;

¢ Put to death

the Author of life! 13:30, 37.
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‘We are witnesses’

e Peter said, “We are + As we saw before,
witnesses”, in Acts this was an essential
3:15; 5:32 & 10:39; purpose of being an
in each instance he apostle, & was also

included Christ’s required of Matthias,
resurrection in his & later, of Paul to
witness statement. qualify as apostles.

As the apostles claimed to be witnesses, we
have no record of anyone challenging the
authenticity of their claim to be witnesses!
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His name... the name of Jesus

* In our own era, » Peter, by speaking
people may be of ‘His name’, meant
inclined to ‘drop Jesus’ power &
names’ in an authority, based
attempt to in- on who Jesus is &
fluence or to what He has done.
impress others, « Peter says it is
but that is not Jesus’ ‘name’ that
Peter's intent healed this man

here. who was lame!
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You see & know

» Peter told them all * These people

that they see this ‘get it’, that is they
once lame man, & all understand that
they also know him. this man was lame
 Both the words for for decades - more
‘see’ & ‘know’ tell than 40 years - &
us that this man is that his ‘healing’
one whom they all was not a matter
see & know by of mistaken identity

perception. nor mistaken event.
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Let’'s talk about ‘faith’

* Faith in Jesus’ * But then the man
name — His power &  who was once lame
authority & who He believed Peter’s

is & what He has words & stood up.
done — was what « It was faith that was
healed the man exercised through
born lame. Christ (Wuest), not
* The faith was faith as a gift which
Peter's & John’s, comes through Him

at first. (per the NASU).
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Peter’s got more to say

* In today’s passage + Peter won't leave

we’ve just begun them ‘*hanging’ with

what Peter has to such intense words

say to these Jews as these.

who have at first « He’s got much more
witnessed the to tell them, as we’ll
healing of this see in Acts 3:17-26,
man who was which will turn their

once lame. hearts & minds.
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Persecution is coming

« Persecution at the » Not only that, but
hands of the Jewish the persecution will
leaders is coming be a good thing in
real soon, & believe multiple ways, for
it or not, that’'s going  multiple people.
to be a good thing— « And it's the same
even as it gets group of men who

worse for the put Jesus to death,
believers! too!
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Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of
witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside
every encumbrance and the sin which so easily
entangles us, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who
for the joy set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.
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