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The Temple in Jerusalem as it was during
the book of Acts (33 to 60 AD), from the east 1
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Apostles, Priests & Sadducees

» The apostles saw » Most priests were
themselves as the of the Sadducee
ones assignedto be  persuasion (that
public witnesses of there is no physical
Christ’s resurrection resurrection after

(Acts 1:22): death), & the line
« “We are witnesses” of high priests
(Acts 3:15; 5:32; were virtually

10:39). all Sadducees.
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‘Captain’ of the temple guard
* The Jews did not * While the English

have a dedicated translations use
full-time temple the word ‘captain’
guard, as such. to translate the

* But among the Greek word, the
priests & Levites title ‘general’ may
a temp|e guard be more flttlng.
was selected to « As a Sadducee, he
keep order in the was 2" in command

temple precincts. after the high priest.
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Really, really grieved & distressed
» The priests, many » Together they

of whom were of fled to the captain
the Sadducee (OK, general) of the
persuasion, & temple guard to see
who believed to it that Peter &
that there was John were stopped
no physical from teaching &
resurrection, ran proclaiming about
to their Sadducee the resurrection

sympathizers... of Christ.
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‘The people’

» The general biblical
pattern among the
Jews was to call the
Jews (aka Israel,
Jacob, Hebrews)
‘the nation’ or ‘the
people’, from the
Old Testament
on into the New
Testament.

Correspondingly,
the Gentiles (non-
Jews) were referred
to as ‘the nations’ or
‘the peoples’, from
the Old Testament
on into the New
Testament.

The Jews had other
names for ‘Gentiles’.
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Teaching
‘the people’

+ Officially, the priests
were, by the Law of
Moses, to be the
teachers of the Law
for all of the Jews
(Deuteronomy 24:8;
2 Kings 17:27), &
especially right
there in the

temple.

And these men
were not rabbis,
either.

So to have these
‘unlearned men’
heal the lame man
& teach the Jews

in great number
was profoundly
disturbing!

To have them teach
about a resurrection
was far, far worse!
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Laid hands on them

» So the priests, the  + Though the set of

Sadducees, & the events described in
head of the temple Acts 3 had begun
guard, with his at about 3 in the
officers, grabbed afternoon, by this
Peter & John in time it was late

the middle of their enough that it
message & threw would be the

them in jail, just next day before

for the night. the Sanhedrin met.
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Ancient Jewish jail

« The more modern « The ancient Jewish

concept of time in jail was generally

a jail or prison’ as more of a ‘holding
the prescribed cell’ until judgment
punishment for could be made.

a crime was not « If judgment was
the means of not made the same
punishment in day, it was typically
ancient times made the very next

among the Jews. day after.
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Evening in Jerusalem

» Though sundown » So rather than

was the end of a thinking that this
day for purposes summer evening

of Jewish law, as was well after 6 PM,
in the start of the it was more likely
Sabbath, or the simply after 4 PM
end of it, 4 PM when Peter & John
was the priestly were arrested by

& Levitical end the temple guard in

of a day (evening). Solomon’s Portico.
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Many believed

* While the message + So while the day

from Peter & John of Pentecost saw
that afternoon was about 3000 come
truncated, there to believe, this day,
was still a great on which the lame
impact among man they virtually
the people from all recognized was
seeing the lame healed, & in which
man, & hearing Peter & John spoke,

Peter & John. about 5000 believed.
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The men believed

» As was common
among the Jews of
that day, the 5000
figure that we read
about in verse 4 is
in regards to the
men — males, &
likely does not
include the number
for women or youth.

So the total number
of those who were
saved that day may
well have been
much higher.

Women & children
& Jews who were
not ‘qualified’ were
all allowed into
Solomon’s Portico.
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What is required to be saved?

» The critical & * What was totally
essential response necessary in order
to the gospel in for them all to be
order to be saved saved is what we
is presented here. hear about in this

« While it may be verse —they all
safely assumed that ~ believed the gospel,
many repented & & were all saved

that these 5000 +/- eternally when
were baptized... they believed.
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Rulers, elders & scribes

¢ The rulers, elders * Though Sadducees

& scribes were & all those who
subgroups of sympathized with
the Sanhedrin, the Sadducees

the Jewish council were involved with
granted religious arresting & holding
authority in the Peter & John, there
temple precincts, were also many

& even beyond. Pharisees.

We’'ll see how that impacts the question asked.
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What's the question?

» Now, with all of » \We're going to see
the members of that the issue that
the Sanhedrin brought Peter &
gathered, which John before the
included many Sanhedrin is the
Pharisees, the power source &
leading Sadducees name by which
among them ask a Peter & John
‘skewed’ question. healed & spoke.

They did not bring up ‘the resurrection’ of Christ!
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Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to
them, "Rulers and elders of the people, 9 if we
are on trial today for a benefit done to a sick
man, as to how this man has been made well,
10 let it be known to all of you and to all the
people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus
Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom
God raised from the dead-- by this name this
man stands here before you in good health.
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"When they bring you before the synagogues
and the rulers and the authorities, do not worry
about how or what you are to speak in your
defense, or what you are to say; 12 for the
Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour
what you ought to say.”
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Filled with the Holy Spirit

¢ Recall that Jesus
had told them that
He & the Father
would send the
Holy Spirit, & that
the Holy Spirit
would indwell
all of the believers
all of the time, &
give them words.

» Being filled with the

Holy Spirit meant
one thing for the
apostles & those
living in that era,
but since Acts is

a transitional book,
it means something
quite different to us,
in the times since.
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...but you must be filled [with Christ] by means
of the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody with your heart to the Lord,;
20 always giving thanks for all things in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even
the Father; 21 and being subject to one
another in the fear of Christ, 22 wives,

to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

The above outcomes from being ‘filled with
the Spirit’ impact our behavior & ministry in
a church, marriage & family context.
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Peter’s potent polemic

* While the question  + Peter addressed all
from the leaders of them respectfully,
was carefully then he let them
crafted to put Peter have it!

& John onthe spot, « And his potent

& avoid the real & words 'lit the
flaming issues, the forest on fire’!
IrDestponse from « Listen carefully to
Peter v_vas' what Peter said
incendiary! to these men!
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We are on trial today for a benefit

“If we are on trial
for a benefit done
to a sick man...” [&
that is assumed to
be true], “as to how
this man was made
well...”.

Peter knew that
they all knew of the
formerly lame man.

* What had gotten the

events of yesterday
afternoon started
was that a man
whom they all
recognized as
having been lame
for life was healed
in a moment, in
Christ’s name.
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“... it must be known to all of you here in the
Sanhedrin, and to all the people of Israel, that
by the name, person, power & authority of
Jesus (Joshua = Savior) Christ (Messiah =
Anointed One) from the town of Nazareth (you
arrested Him just a couple months ago under
the name ‘Jesus the Nazarene’), whom you
crucified, as planned by Caiaphas & voted on
by yourselves, whom God raised from the dead,
contrary to what you Sadducees think is even
possible -- by this name, person, power &
authority this man stands here before you

in good health!”
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Luke 20:17; Ephesians 2:20; 1 Peter 2.6, 7

The Hallel: Psalm 113-118
« As the Jews hiked « As the Passover

up the road from lambs were being
Jericho, heading slaughtered at the
towards Jerusalem, temple, the Levites
they would sing would sing ‘the
Psalm 113-118. Hallel’ non-stop.

“The stone [Christ] which the builders
[the Sanhedrin] rejected has become the chief
corner stone [on which the church is founded].”
- Psalm 118:22
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No one else

¢ There is salvation in < It doesn’t matter
no one else — none what the Sanhedrin

other than Jesus thinks, ‘the people’
Christ. think or what any-
« ThereisnoPlanB!  body else thinks!
« There is not an « We don’t get to vote
alternate route! & having a different
opinion won’t matter

* There is no backup

parachute! in the last bit!
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But they all thought...

* Most every manin  + Butit doesn’t really

that room, except matter what any-
Peter, John & the body thinks, does it!
formerly lame man, . And if anyone
thought that they doesn't think there
were going to be is anything after this
saved by their life, or they think
heritage &/or works,  they will get one

or that ‘saved’ is or more chances,

only for this life. what a tragedy!
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If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, | far
more: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a
Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the
righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.

7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things | have
counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 More than that, | count
all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of all
things, and count them but rubbish so that | may gain Christ, 9
and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my
own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in
Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis
of faith, 10 that | may know Him and the power of His
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
conformed to His death; 11 in order that | may attain to the
resurrection from the dead.
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