[image: image1.png]Acts 4:13-22

Important practical
implications & applications!

» This passage has » We'll be taking

several important a look at those
practical implica- implications &
tions & applications applications as
for us in the body soon as we step
of Christ right here our way through
& right now! this passage.

The implications & applications that come from
this passage will have deep significance for us,
& for the next generations of believers!
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They observed the confidence

¢« The members of the + What came across
Sanhedrin saw, that as Peter, & likely

is, they viewed as also John, spoke
spectators, Peter was that these men
& John. were astoundingly
« SeeingPeter&John  confident & bold
speak & present in what they sqld_&
themselves as they ~ in how they said it
did was a sight to to these men who

behold! stood in judgment.
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A couple of Galilean fishermen

» Though these men, + Peter & John were

Peter & John, had not schooled in the
spent a few years logic & rhetoric &
with Jesus as His points of argument
disciples, & Jesus that the more well
was even generally educated & trained
recognized as a members of the
rabbi (though an Sanhedrin had been
unorthodox one), (as Sadducees &

they lacked ‘polish’. Pharisees).
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But when it was now the midst of the feast
Jesus went up into the temple, and began to
teach. 15 The Jews therefore were marveling®,
saying, "How has this man become learned,
having never been educated+?"

*Same Gk word as ‘amazed’ in Acts 4:13
+Same Gk word as ‘[un]educated in Acts 4:13



[image: image5.png]Acts 4:13-14

Oooohhhh...

* |t began to dawn » These very same
on these men that men had indeed
Peter & John had been with Jesus,
been with Jesus, & these leaders
the one whom they of the Jews, the
had plotted to Kill Sanhedrin, had
just a few months thought that killing
before, & had in Jesus would solve
fact ‘succeeded’ all of the problems

in Killing. they had with Him.



[image: image6.png]Acts 4:13-14

Problematic miracles

¢ The Sadducees, « So for there to
who were the be an undeniable
ones who led miracle of healing
the Sanhedrin, of this man who
did not believe was once lame,
in a physical well, that was a
resurrection, real problem!
angels, orin « But this miracle
miracles — had not been their

uh oh! first problem!
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When Jesus did miracles

* When Jesus » Jesus often did
did miracles, in His miracles on
Jerusalem orin the Sabbath, &
other places, that broke other ‘laws’
had been quite a along the way.
problem for the « Jesus resurrected
Sanhedrin, but Lazarus, & these
especially the guys wanted to
Sadducees. ‘unresurrect’ him!

If only they could make the lame man invisible!
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Right there in front of them!
» But the man who * And Peter & John

had been born knew that these
lame, who was men knew about
standing right there him having been
in front of them all, lame & so did just
had been healed in about everyone
the name of Jesus. else in Jerusalem!

Would the Sanhedrin order Peter & John to stop
healing people? Would the Sanhedrin order
them to make this man lame again?
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* It had only been a » And the Roman

few months since soldiers assigned
the veil of the to guard Jesus’
temple had been tomb had told the
torn from top to leaders of this
bottom, about 100 group about the
feet away from angel at the tomb
where they were when Christ was
meeting that day. resurrected.

These same men gave the soldiers ‘hush money’!
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We need to talk!

* The Sanhedrin had
no idea what to say
to Peter & John, or
the formerly lame
man, so they had
Peter & John & the
formerly lame man
leave the room so
they could talk ‘in
private’.

“What shall we do
with these men?”
is not simply a
question out of
rhetoric, or just

a formality.

These men were
really at their wits
end, not knowing
what to do!
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Getting the bees back in the hive

» Now that the well- » Caiaphas’ planto
known lame man have Jesus ‘die for
wasn’t lame the people’ wasn’t
anymore, there turning out to be so
was no way to great a ‘plan’ after
undo the miracle all!

ortokeep it quiet & « Earthquake at

to keep the miracle Passover, atorn
among themselves.  vejl, resurrection...

A well-known lame man healed... in Jesus name!
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So that it will not spread any further
* The leaders of the » Recall that the

Jews act like the term ‘the people’
name of Christ is a means ‘the Jews’,
disease & they are ‘the nation of Israel’.
just trying to stop « What are they going
the epidemic from to do?

spreading any more

than it has already. » How will they stop

the spread?

How does one stop God from doing what He
has planned since before He created time?
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Speak no longer
to any man in this name

* The plan was to » As we've heard in
tell Peter & John what Jesus already
‘to speak no longer said, & as we’re
to any man in this going to hear from
name.’ Peter shortly, a plan

« As if not actually to tell Peter & John
saying the name not to speak to any-
of ‘Jesus’ was one in the name of
going to help Jesus is basically

their cause. just ‘DOA’.
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Don'’t talk about Jesus!? (1/3)
» The 12 disciples & + The disciples had

many others have all seen Jesus

just spent a few crucified, buried,
years with Jesus, resurrected, &
many of them eleven of them
memorizing what saw Him ascend
Jesus said, & they into the heavenlies!
have seen Him « Finally, they were
perform miracle just now beginning

after miracle. to understand...
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Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority

has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore

and make disciples [imperative] of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name [singular] of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20
teaching them to observe all that | commanded you; and lo, | am with
you always, even to the end of the age.”

Luke 24:45-49

Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and
He said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and
rise again from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance for
forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these
things. 49 And behold, | am sending forth the promise of My Father
upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with
power from on high."

Acts 1:8
"...but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon

you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”
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Don'’t talk about Jesus?! (3/3)

» Having been » Having been told by
witnesses of Jesus Christ Himself that
in all the things that the Scriptures had
Jesus said & did. .. prophesied all these

« Having been told things, & centuries

about Christ's death,  in advance...

burial & resurrection + And now, having

by Christ Himself, been empowered

& having seen by the Holy Spirit as
Him personally... Christ’s witnesses. ..
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But the [singular] Peter and John answered
[plural] and said [plural] to them, "Whether it
is right in sight of the God to give heed to you
rather than to the God, you must judge; 20 for
we cannot stop speaking about what we have
seen and heard."
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But ‘the Peter & John’

» What is amazingin + They were both
this verse is thatthe  given the same

Greek is construct- assignment by

ed so as to express Christ & had the
that Peter & John same basicrole as
are speaking in Christ’s apostles
unison, as one & had both been
voice & with a empowered by the
single message. same Holy Spirit.

We ought to expect that they speak in unison!
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Y’all have a decision to make!

» The Sanhedrin » Peter & John put
(aka ‘the Council’) the issue in the right
consisted of 71 men  perspective before
who were a minority  this well-regarded
of Sadducees, who Jewish body of men:

were the leaders, + Do we obey all of
& a majority of you, or do we obey
Pharisees, who what God Himself
were among them, has clearly called

to speak & to vote. for us to do & say?
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They threatened them... further

* The members of the + But they could not
Sanhedrin, possibly stop them from

with rare, but silent doing so, nor did
except, wanted to they tell them not
stop these two to do any more
disciples_of Jesus miracles, so...
from saying any- + They threatened
thing further to Peter & John, &
anyone about then let them go,

this ‘Jesus’. having no choice.
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What else could they do?

» The Jewish people,
virtually all knowing
the formerly lame
man for decades,
& seeing this same
formerly lame man
totally & instantly
healed, even to the
point of being able
to walk & to leap...

* These people were

praising God for the
healing of this lame
man whom they all
had known in some
degree, but was
now walking &
leaping among
them, & himself
praising God!
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Application: there is a time to obey
God rather than human authorities
¢ There have been « We are even called

various times when to pray for them (1
some people have Timothy 2:1, 2).

rebelled against « But only if God calls
their government. us, in Scripture, to

» But Scripture tells act one way, & the
us to be subject to government says
the authorities God another, we areto
has put into place obey God, & not

(Romans 13:1-7). human authority.
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‘Keep your faith to yourself

* In recent decades » But this worldly

the loud voices of pressure is just that:
atheists & skeptics worldly pressure,
have told us to keep  contrary to logic,
our faith in Christ legal basis, objective
& His word to our- assessment of the
selves, & have facts, & most
pressed the courts importantly, the

to tell us to do so. word of God.
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Therefore | urge you, brethren, by the mercies
of God, to present your bodies a living and holy
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind, so that you may
prove what the will of God is, that which is
good and acceptable and perfect.
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Truth be told...

» Atheists & skeptics + The world’s assess-

do not understand
or admit their faith-
based assertions.

Freedom of religion
was never meant to
mean freedom from
religion, as atheists
& skeptics are prone
to define ‘religion’.

ment of science &
of the Bible does
not fit the facts of
science, orthe Bible.

* When time is no

more, & the human
authorities are no
more, only what
God says matters.
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God makes the opportunities

» Ephesians 2:10 » Just as it was true
says that “God then, it is true now,
has prepared that God prepares
good works the good works that
that we might we might walk in
walk in them”. them, whether it

+ That was true at a is easy to do so,
time of opposition or not.

to the message, &  « But we can pray
it will be true now. to walk in them.
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