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Acts 1:12-26

Important perspectives on Acts

» Acts begins with the
final conversation
between Christ &
the eleven disciples,
soon to be apostles,
after which Christ
ascends from the
Mount of Olives,
to be seated in
the heavenlies.

» Before the Holy

Spirit is given on the
day of Pentecost,
Matthias is added

to the apostles to
restore their number
to twelve, when two
were selected by
apostolic criteria

& Matthias by lot.
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The Holy Spirit given
& the church begun

< As Jesus had told ¢ Three thousand

them, the disciples were saved that
were to wait in day, & those who
Jerusalem for were saved devoted
the Holy Spirit themselves to the
to be given. apostles teaching,

e That day came to fe”OWShlp with
on the day of one another, & to
Pentecost, & the breaking of

Peter spoke. bread, & prayer.
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Walking & leaping &...

* When Peter & John + Peter used this
went up at 3 to the as an opportunity to
temple to pray, they proclaim the gospel
encountered a man to the thousands of
who had been lame Jews who were
from birth, seeking gathered, & five
alms, & they healed thousand came
him, rather than to believe that
giving him alms. summer day.

However...




[image: image4.png]Acts 4:1-22

You two will come with us!

» But the Sadducees, -+ So they sentthe
who were the ones temple guard after
in power among the John & Peter, &
Sanhedrin (Council),  charged them not

did not believe in to speak in Jesus
a resurrection, as name.

John & Peterwere « John & Peter
proclaiming, norin were respectful,
proclaiming the but boldly refused

name of Jesus. to disobey God.
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When they had been released

» Today’s passage » We’'re going to
tells us what did find that the way
happen among in which John &
the apostles & Peter & the rest of
the believers the apostles & the
when John & disciples respond
Peter were is instructive to us
released, on several levels,
after the as believers in

threats. our time.
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Whew!

* Peter & John had * And there are lots
both been under of lessons for us to
great pressure learn from what the
from the leaders Jewish leaders said
of the Jews (called to them, & what the
the ‘Sanhedrin’ or apostles & the rest
the ‘Council’). of the disciples did.

We’'ll be taking a look at those many lessons
in just a bit. These words recorded by
Dr. Luke were written for our benefit.
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Went & reported

» John & Peterwent  + The other apostles
to ‘their own’, which & the believers who

means that they were with them had
went to the other no doubt been pray-
apostles & those ing for John & Peter
believers who & were quite con-

were with them. cerned about them.

John & Peter told ‘their own’ - the other apostles
& the disciples with them - all of what
the Sanhedrin had said to them.
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Lifted their voices
to God with one accord

‘Lifted their voices
to God’ was afigure
of speech that said
that they all prayed
together.

Adding ‘with one
accord’ said that
they prayed in
unity, with one
heart & one mind.

» This very same

word pair will be
used again in
chapter 5.

And calling & en-
couraging believers
to be of one mind,
one voice, & one
spirit is a common
theme in the NT.
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O Lord
* This word for ‘Lord” « This word for ‘Lord’
in this verse is not tells us that God is
the usual one that being addressed
is found so often in as sovereign.
the New Testament. « S0 when God
* In fact this word is creates everything,

used only this once as we’ll read in the
in all of the book of next words, God is
Acts. the ruler of it all.



[image: image11.png]Acts 4:24

The Creator
e God is the Creator + In Psalm 146:5, 6,

of everything: the & in all of the places
heaven, the earth, where it is quoted in
& the sea. the NT, God creat-

« This is taken from ing the heaven &
Psalm 146: 5, 6, the earth & the sea
& it is quoted in is connected with
Acts 4:24: 14:15; praise for God, &
Revelation 5:13; often His judgment

10:6 & 14:7. on the earth.
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At this time Peter stood up in the midst of the
brethren (a gathering of about one hundred
and twenty persons was there together), and
said, 16 "Brethren, the Scripture had to be
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit foretold by the
mouth of David concerning Judas, who
became a guide to those who arrested
Jesus. 17 For he was counted among

us and received his share in this ministry."

See also Matthew 22:43 & Mark 12:36
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The Holy Spirit

» This passage, o 2 Peter 1:21,
as does all of “... for no prophecy
Scripture, credits was ever made by
the Holy Spirit with an act of human

inspiring its content. will, but men moved

« It is also consistent by the Holy Spirit
with Peter’s words, spoke from God.”
as he wrote them » See also 2 Timothy
years later: 3:16, 17.
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This is like that

« As Peter did in Acts
2:19-20, when he
said that Joel 2:30-
32a was similar to
the events of the
day of Pentecost,
they said that Psalm
2:1-2 was similar
to the events of
this day.

* The leaders of the
Jews had pressed
the Gentiles to carry
out the crucifixion of
Christ, the Messiah,
the Anointed One.

« And now, these
same leaders of
the Jews, under
authority from the
Gentile Romans,
were opposing what
Christ had appointed
John & Peter to do!
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Your holy servant Jesus

» Scripture, from one + In this passage,
end to the other, “Your’ refers to the
has multiple names Father.

& titles for Christ. « Jesus is holy.

* By some counts, « Jesus is called a
there are about 200 Servant in Isaiah
names & titles for 42:1 & 53:11.

Christ in the Bible,
from Genesis to
Revelation.

¢ The name ‘Jesus’
means ‘Savior’'.
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Who should we blame?

* On the one hand * But on the other
there were Gentile hand, Christ’s death
leaders & Jewish on the cross for our
leaders who both sins had been fore-
had their part in known & predestined
opposing Christ, & from eternity past, &
ultimately having was not a surprise
Him crucified on to God, but was

the cross. His plan & intent!
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God knew it & planned it

* From the outset, it
was God’s plan that
there be opposition

to His Servant Jesus.

That opposition was
expected in Christ’s
first coming, & that
opposition will be
there at Christ’s
second coming.

¢ And that foreknown
opposition to Christ
will continue in the
times between His
first & second
coming — even at
this time when the
apostles are to be
witnesses of His
resurrection.
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Lord, take note

» The threats of the » So these apostles &

Jewish leaders the other believers
were not actually knew that God
against John & knew about the
Peter, but really opposition & the
against God threats against
Himself. John & Peter.

But they were saying, ‘Lord, take note
of their threats’ for another reason,
which we’re going to see next.
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Lord, we’re looking to do
what You assigned to us

» “Grant that Your » & signs & wonders
bond-servants may: take place through

* speak Your word the name of Your
with all confidence holy servant Jesus.”

» while You extend * All of this, in spite
Your hand to heal of the Jewish

leaders’ threats.

They are asking the Lord to make provision &
allowance for them to carry out what the Lord
had assigned them to do from the beginning.
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When they had prayed

¢ Dr Luke wrote this ¢ Dr Luke also wrote

as if they had all that the place where
finished praying, they had gathered
& then the things together was

he described shaken, asin a
happened. small earthquake.

But the English translations do not typically
carry across that the Greek word for ‘gathered
together’ means ‘led together’. It means
that the church body was led in these things,
which was also a work of the Holy Spirit.
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Shaken

* |t is important to » Typical of
understand that this the transitional
shaking of the earth character of the

right then & there book of Acts,
was a special this shaking
shaken that the after a prayer
Lord determined was not typical
to do, as specific or normal, nor
confirmation that should we come

God heard them. to expect shaking.
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Filled with the Holy Spirit

» Dr. Luke wrote that + It is not proper to

they were all filled conclude that all
with the Holy Spirit filling with the Holy
at that moment & Spirit will look like
at that event. this or like Acts 2:4.

The Holy Spirit’s filling does not appear the same
every time, in the New Testament (NT), & the
terms used vary as well: receive, give, fill or
full of, comes, send, etc. \WWhen believers are
commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit, it
appears to be individually (Ephesians 5:18).
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‘Speak Your word’

* The term ‘word of * It is the third
God’ has several meaning that Dr
meanings in the Luke intends to
Bible, including: convey to us in

« The Bible itself verse 31.

« Jesus as the * The apostles &
“Word of God’ those with them

did not respond
to the threats, but
were bold instead.

» The gospel (good
news) of salvation
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A time to listen to God first

* There is a time to
listen to God first,
rather than any of
the court decisions,
laws, regulations,
etc. or any other
pressures or threats
from the world, no
matter how ominous
they may seem.

Our response,
however, must

be godly, & not in
contradiction to the
content & principles
of the word of God.

Our response
should not come
from how we feel,
& it must be clear.
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It's not time to stop praying

» Once we have » This very passage
determined that we makes it clear that
must obey the word the time to pray, in

of God rather than such instances, has
the word of men, it just begun anew!

IS pOSSible that we . Bringing matters
simply make an before the Lord
intellectual decision is even more

& move ahead, important at

but... such times!
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Keep what’s important... important!

« In the course of life,
there will be events
& enduring circum-
stances, some that
are far away & also
some close to home,
& sometimes, &
perhaps often,

very personal
indeed.

« Some of these

events & enduring
circumstances will
grab us by surprise,
& some of them will
come along that we
can even anticipate.

But we must keep
what’s important...
important!



[image: image29.png]Acts 4:31; Romans 8:28, 29

We can’t judge matters
by the outcome alone!

» Christians can get ¢ On the other hand,

terribly ‘Jewish’, at we can also make
times, assuming the error of thinking
that if an outcome that if everything
seems ‘bad’, that seems to be going
we must have done OK, or even ‘great’
something wrong that God is smiling
to deserve it. upon us.

God works all things for good, but everything
that happens is not necessarily ‘good’.
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(Lots of) things to come

» We’'re going to * And, Acts will tell
see that the waves us about a number
of persecution in of transitions that
Jerusalem & the take place, such as:
surrounding area « Jerusalem to Rome
get progressively « Jews only, to Jews
worse, & it all & Gentiles
happens pretty )
fast (by the end » Growing number
of chapter 7). of New Testament

documents written.
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Acts is a time of transition

* There are those « Acts & the letters of
who would like to the New Testament
have the church (NT) provide for us
do now what the the pattern of what
church did back God intended for
then. the long run.

< But there are lots « God told us so that
of things that are how we live now will
different by God’s be clear for us, until

design & intent. Jesus comes for us.
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