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JIJ' The times they are a changin’ J'J

» On the day in which + We have been

the church began, examining the day
as recorded for us on which John &
in Acts chapter 2, Peter healed the
3000 Jewish people man born lame,
were saved in that & John & Peter’'s
one single day, interactions with
May 24t 33 AD. the Sanhedrin.

Between those days, Dr. Luke describes the
character & activities of the church in Jerusalem.
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Dr. Luke’s church summaries: Part Il

* From the day of
Pentecost until the
day that John &
Peter healed the
lame man, Dr. Luke
gives us a descrip-
tion of those times
among the believers
there in Jerusalem:
Acts 2:42-47.

» And after the day on
which John & Peter
heal the lame man,
Dr. Luke gives us
another description
of the church, up to
the time that we
read about Ananias
& Sapphira, in Acts
5:1-11.
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& Peter healed the man born lame: Acts 2:42-47

They were continually devoting themselves to the
apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone kept feeling a
sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were
taking place through the apostles. 44 And all those
who had believed were together and had all things
in common; 45 and they began selling their property
and possessions and were sharing them with all, as
anyone might have need. 46 Day by day continuing
with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread
from house to house, they were taking their meals
together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 47
praising God and having favor with all the people.
And the Lord was adding to their number day by
day those who were being saved.
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How can we tell what's just
transitional & what'’s for us, too?

» With passages like + As we did in many
Acts 2:42-47 & Acts of our prior studies

4:33-37, how can of Scripture, we will
we tell what was use the principle of
just for then, & comparison &
what is meant contrast:

to apply to us « We'll look at what
right now, in is the same & what
this, the 21s! is different, using

century? other Scripture, too.
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Why does this matter?

* There are some * There are others
who have said that who say that we live
we ought to do just in such different
like the early church  times under such
did back in these different circum-
early chapters in stances that none
the book of Acts. of early Acts fits now.

Then there are some who say that the early
chapters of Acts describe Socialism, so they
tell us that all Christians should be Socialists.
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Congregation

* The Greek word » But we are going to
that is translated see words shortly
‘congregation’ is that do have a
not a word that is specific application
used exclusively or among us in the
especially of those church, the body
in what we would of Christ: church
call the church, brethren, disciples,

the body of Christ. & the faith.
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Those who believed

* ‘Those who believed’ ¢ This means that
is more than just there were not
those who believed counted among
something or other, them those who:
but rather it refers to « “Asked Jesus into
those who believed their heart”, or
that Christ died for | «\13de a commit-
their sins, was buried ment to Christ”, or

& in—
théoégsi)ge?m *+ “Tried really hard
' to be like Jesus”
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circumstances’ is
One heart & soul  legal terminology

that draws a differ-
* Dr. Luke wrote that ent conclusion than

these believers would otherwise be
were of one made in a case.
heart & soul. « There were special
* By that he meant circumstances in
that they had a Jerusalem back
spiritual oneness then which brought
& unity that was about the one heart
based on inward & soul that Dr. Luke

reality, & ... describes.
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From heart & soul to hearth & bowl

* The oneness of * That oneness of
heart & soul that the spiritual realm
was present among translated into the
the believers in expression between
Christ, there in believers there:
Jerusalem, was everything was held
not only within in common & was
the spiritual realm. shared among them.

In these special circumstances holding things in
common was the way of life among believers.
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Revelation 11:17
Great power

» With one exception + What was the
found in the OId purpose of this
Testament, & onein  ‘great power’
the New Testament, demonstrated
‘Great power’ in the through the
Bible is from God. apostles?

» That’s the pattern » To validate
we find here, as the & draw attention
apostles’ testimony to their testimony
is with ‘great power’. to the resurrection.
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Testimony to the resurrection

» The apostles were  + But the apostles
not going about the were, in fact, going

city of Jerusalem about the city of
claiming to believe Jerusalem claiming
in a resurrection in to have seen Christ
the future — the crucified, buried, &
Pharisees were resurrected with
already doing that. their own eyes!

Testimony to the resurrection of Christ was
a primary purpose & an absolute qualification
requirement for each of the apostles (Acts 1:22).
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What kind of testimony

are we talking about?
* The apostles, rather + The apostles,

than spouting just as they spoke,

an uplifting idea or all consistently
myth, proclaimed proclaimed that they
confirmed historical were witnesses of
fact! Christ’s resurrection!

Additionally, the events described in Acts 2-4
took place from May 24 through midsummer of
33 AD, all in Jerusalem, where there were many

who would like to have been able to prove the

apostles wrong — but they could not do so!
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Overwhelming grace upon them all

» Abundant grace » But this abundant
starts from the Lord grace was not just
Himself, as there is grace from the Lord

no other place for to these believers,
abundant grace to but grace that was
start in the entire expressed through
universe. them.

Grace must be understood as more than just
‘God is not as uptight about sin as He used to
be’, but grace is also a sufficiency & a strength!
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Those who owned real estate sold it

* Those who owned  + In that special set
land or real estate of circumstances,
sold it, & placed there was nobody
the proceeds at the among them who
feet of the apostles, was in need.

to distribute the + But we're going to
proceeds from see that this was
the sale among a special set of

the believers. circumstances!
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Mixed examples,
coming right up!

* In the passages
right ahead for us,
we’re going to see
first an example of
how that selling &
giving worked out
really well, & then
right after that we’re
going to see there
were big problems!

¢ Then, while at
first everyone was
sharing equally, &
placed everything at
the apostles’ feet,
there were some
problems in the
sharing, & the
apostles were
overloaded!

» The apostles will
soon say, “We need
deacons, right here,
right now!”
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A great example & introduction!

* The introduction of  + This Joseph
Joseph, of the tribe (aka Barnabas)

of Levi (a Levite), is one who sells
also known as his apparently
Barnabas, whom undeveloped piece
we will see again in of property, & gives
our exploration of the proceeds to the
the book of Acts, apostles to use to
provides a great meet the needs

example! of the believers.
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Son of Encouragement

» Joseph gained the  + \We're going to see

Aramaic nickname how Barnabas is
which translates as truly the ‘son of
‘son of encourage- encouragement
ment’, or is trans- in other times &
literated ‘Barnabas’. ways.

Keep Barnabas in the back of your mind as we
move through the book of Acts, since we'’re
going to see him again in Acts chapter 9,

& he’s going to be amazing & brave!
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How can we tell?

* How can we tell » We will apply the
what was meant principle of comp-
just for those times arison & contrast —
& what is meant for what’s the same &
us today? what’s different?

We look for 1) special, unique circumstances &
conditions, with changes during the book of Acts
or afterwards, & 2) we look for confirmation that
things are the same in the rest of the New
Testament, or that they have changed.
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Comparison & contrast examples (1/2)
e Like Acts 2:42, the + But we haven't had

body of Christ is any apostles around
right to focus on the to teach us, & so
apostles’ teaching the apostles’ teach-
& fellowship, & the ing looks like teach-
breaking of bread ing from the Bible,
& prayer (that’s but other oppor-

comparison, that is, tunities are similar
what’s the same). among us, now.
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Comparison & contrast examples (2/2)

* In the earlier » Everyone was
chapters of Acts the within walking
account only tells distance of the
about the believers places where
in Jerusalem, who Jesus had been,
were apparently all including the
Jews, & all under location of the
all twelve of the Last Supper to
apostles, at once. the Empty Tomb.

In Jerusalem & the vicinity, hosting guests
was almost mandatory Jewish custom.
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Later in Acts, or the New Testament

» By later in Acts all
of the apostles were
not in Jerusalem, &
the gospel went to
different places with
different customs, &
an apostle might be
present, but that
was not usually

the case.

* Plus, selling one’s

real estate was not
the Christian custom
later on, & there
were even some
precautions as well
as conditions under
which help from

the church might

be given or withheld.
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Signs & wonders & ...

* In reading these » And the more
early chapters of extraordinary gifts,
Acts, one gets the such as healing,
impression that prophecy, etc.
signs & wonders & were given to
miracles happened validate the
frequently, but in apostles’ message
our day thatis much & in lieu of the
less often the case, completed New

ordinarily. Testament.
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Are Christians...
supposed to be Socialists?

* In Acts 2:42-47 * That is not the
& 4:33-37 all the same thing as the
believers shared government forcing
among one another, everyone, believer
by laying all of the & unbeliever alike,
proceeds of sale at to distribute the
the apostles’ feet, funds to everyone
for the apostles to without regard for
distribute among one’s contribution, &

the believers. ability to contribute.
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One heart & soul

* The conditions
were right for the
believers to all be
of one heart & soul,
supernaturally.

¢ But what we read
in the letters to the
churches later on is
to exhort them to be
of one mind &
voice.

» Philippians 1:27,
Romans 15:6, 1
Corinthians 1:10 &
Ephesians 4:1-10
are examples of
the call to oneness
among the believers
in the churches that
reveals that unity is
a joint act of will, &
the unity among
believers is also
based on the
position they
already have.
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