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The Big Picture

« As we have seen so

far, the book of Acts
is a phenomenal
record of the
apostles.

As we have also
seen & said, the
book of Acts is
a book of many
transitions.

« As we have also

seen & noted, Dr.
Luke summarized
the character &
activities of the
church (Acts 2:42-
47 & 4:32-37)
between events:
Pentecost (Acts 2)
& healing the man
who was born lame
when he was more
than 40 years old
(Acts 3 & 4).
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First a good example, then a bad one

* The example of * In today’s passage
Barnabas, which we’re going to see
Dr. Luke gave in an example of a
Acts 4:36 & 37, couple giving
shows what it money from the
looked like when sale of land, but

a believer sold their both Ananias &
property & just gave his wife Sapphira
the proceeds to misrepresented the
the apostles. amount of the sale.
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It's a good thing that
we have a bad example!
» Though what * So, by God’s doing

Ananias & Sapphira  we’re going to have
did was a bad thing an opportunity to

on several levels, learn some good
we’re going to see lessons from this
that the lessons to inspired account
be learned & the of a really bad thing
principles to be that Ananias &

drawn are going to Sapphira did, &
be very good for us. said, & thought.
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Nice names: Ananias & Sapphira

¢« The name ‘Ananias’ + Yahweh was the

means ‘Yahweh is Hebrew name for
gracious’, from the God. ‘Sapphira’
Hebrew, ‘Hananiah'. means ‘Beautiful’.

Though the names ‘Ananias’ & ‘Sapphira’ were
certainly very lovely & godly & spiritual names,
the reality of those two, as we’re going to
discover, was something quite different than
the meaning of the names, from the inside out.
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Kept back some of the price

» Ananias, with full * This Greek word for
knowledge of his ‘kept back’ was rare
wife, Sapphira, in the New Testa-
kept back some ment, & in the OId
of the proceeds Testament as well,
from the sale of except in the Greek
the land for Old Testament, in
himself. Joshua 7:1.

There, Achan ‘kept back’ some of the valuable
items (Joshua 7:21) from the conquering of the
city of Jericho, even though the Jews were not
to take anything for their personal possession.
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We’'ll keep an eye on Achan

* As we go through * What happened
this account of with Achan was
Ananias & Sapphira under the Law of
we will keep an eye Moses, & this was

on the account of under the Principle
Achan, out of of Grace, but we will
Joshua chapter 7. compare & contrast.

What is the same between these two accounts
(compare), & what is different between
these two accounts (contrast)?
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Laid it at the apostles’ feet

< On the outside, « We'll see more of
everything that the details of how
Ananias & Sapphira  things looked on
had done was the outside in a
fully biblical. moment.

But so far, all of the externals fit with the pattern
described in Acts 2:42-47 & 4:32-37. The sale
of the property was going to turn out so well
for Ananias & Sapphira, & everybody else!
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But Peter said...

» Peter, given his » By the power of
apostolic role, is the Holy Spirit Peter
not just responding is having apostolic
to money given, & spiritual insights into
then saying, ‘Thank the heart & intent of
you very much, Ananias & Sapphira,
Ananias’. & how it will turn out.

So Peter begins, so far as we can tell, by asking
questions — four of them to be exact. And
his questions are not because he doesn’t

know the answers to the questions!
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Ananias, why...?

» “...why has Satan * Instead of being
filled your heart to filled with the Holy
lie to the Holy Spirit Spirit, Satan filled

and to keep back Ananias’ heart, to
some of the price the end that he lied
of the land?” to the Holy Spirit,

« Now comes a keeping back the
stunning contrast! price of the land.

On the face of it, that was not a bad thing to do,
by itself. But the lie from the Father of lies...
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Peter’'s good questions

* “While it remained * “And after it was
unsold, did it not sold, was it not
remain your own?” under your control?”

Peter's good questions give us
some good answers! Neither socialism,

communism, nor legalism are supported by
Peter's questions. Ananias & Sapphira are not
bound by a political ideology, nor are they bound

by a legal principle that says that Ananias &

Sapphira must sell the land, nor must they

give all or any of the money to the apostles.
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This is a heart-based deed

» Lying about the » But while people
amount of money can attempt to lie
made on the sale to others, it never
of land was not works out well.
necessary, but + One cannot say
was intended to something to God
Impress everyone that will fool Him,
about An_anlas’ as He knows the
& Sapphira’s facts & the heart

generosity. & the heart’s intent.



[image: image13.png]Acts 5:5-6

This is not a game you can win
» At that, Ananias » Everything in life

did two things: is about what God
* He fell down & he knows & thinks,
breathed his last. first.
» That’s rather a * It only matters
short, truncated what others think
account, isn'’t it? after that.

This may seem terribly abrupt & awfully intense,
&itis. But God's justice will always happen,
sooner or later, but sometimes much sooner.
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Will Sapphira tell the truth?

» Peter asks Sapphira + So Peter’s question

about the price of is intended to give
the land they sold, Sapphira a chance
not because he to tell the truth.
doesn’t know * But given the

the price, but opportunity,
because he Sapphira went
does know along with the

the price. ‘party line’.
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Put the Spirit of the Lord to the test

« As we saw before, ¢ The truth is that

Lie to the Spirit = God is merciful
Lie to God. & gracious many,

+ We can also say many times & in
that these actions many ways, but
put the Spirit of We can présume
the Lord to the upon His mercy
test. & grace.

If we are presumptuous about God’s mercy
& grace, those are the times when we
may find ourselves surprised!
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Great fear

* Great fear came
upon those who
heard about this
(Acts 5:5), & upon
the whole church
& all who heard
about this. And
given that this was
the beginning of the
church, that’s good.

Both with Achan at
the beginning of the
conquest of Israel &
here at the begin-
ning of the church,
hypocrisy was met
with truth, then
instant death.

All sin results
in a kind of death.
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This is
really Jewish!

* The apostles were
the ones making
the many signs &
wonders take place,
& Acts 2:22, 43 &
4:30 make it clear
that God is doing
these things
through the
apostles.

1 Corinthians 1:22

For indeed Jews
ask for signs and
Greeks search for
wisdom...

2 Corinthians 12:12

The signs of a
true apostle were
performed among
you with all
perseverance, by
signs and wonders
and miracles.
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Stay away, even though
| hold you in high esteem

» Seems rather like a + Nonetheless, they
paradox, doesn’t it? also held them in

« On the one hand high respect for:
the people were » Signs & wonders
now afraid of being « Boldness in the
around any of the name of Jesus

believers in Christ, Ao,
after the Ananias & Act§ 2:42-47

L ; & 4:32-37.
Sapphira ‘incident’.
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Added to their number

» Multitudes of men * It was becoming

& women were difficult for the
coming to believe apostles to address
in the Lord. people individually,
* Notice that what In many cases, so
we see inthe book  that people, acting
of Acts is that the in faith, were just
people who come hoping for any one
to the Lord gather of the apostles to

with the church. come close.
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All being healed

» People were
coming from the
surrounding cities
in the Jerusalem
region, bringing to
the apostles those
who were sick
or afflicted with
unclean spirits
(that is, demons).

They were all being
healed — every one.

The healings were
to validate the truth
of the message of
the apostles, as well
as draw people to
hear the message
of the gospel of
Jesus Christ.
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In the eternal perspective,
God will deal with everything justly

* There are a lot of * Once in a while
unjust things that that justice happens
happen in this world, here on this earth,
but Christians must but very often not.
settle in their hearts Between the Cross,

thatin the end, God  here on earth, & the
will deal with judgment of every-
absolutely everyone  ‘one, all justice will

& everything justly. be served totally.
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