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[image: image2.png]OK, let’s take it
from the beginning

» The beginning
of the church, later
known as the body
of Christ, took place
as recorded in Acts
chapter 2, the day
of Pentecost (on
Sunday, May 24,
33 AD).

< All of those who

believed before
that day became
members of the
church if they lived
on into that day, as
did all those who
came to believe
from that day until
the day of the rapture
of the church, when
Christ comes to
take us all home.



[image: image3.png]The word ‘church’ means...

* In the pages of the  + The word ‘church
New Testament, the is also used of a
church refers to all specific local church
of those in the body in one location, &
of Christ, of all time, of churches, plural.

from the day of + That may mean a
Pentecost to the group of churches,
coming day of the or it may mean all of

rapture, when Christ  the |ocal churches
comes for us. at one time.



[image: image4.png]At least four characteristics of the church
are described as a mystery, & distinguish
the church from Israel:

(1) That Jewish & Gentile believers are
united into one body (Ephesians 3:1-12);

(2) Christ indwelling every believer
(Christ-in-you; Colossians 1:24-27);
(3) The church as the Bride of Christ
(Ephesians 5:22-32)

(4) The Rapture — the catching up of
the body of Christ to meet Him in the
air (1 Corinthians 15:50-58).



[image: image5.png]Colossians 1:24-27

Now | rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh | do
Acts 9:16 in my body
my share on behalf of His body, which is the church, in filling up

. L _Ephesians 5:23: Colossians 1:18
what is lacking in Christ's afflictions. 25 Of this church | was

Acts 9:4-6 the body of Christ
made a minister according to the stewardship from God

1 Corinthians 4:1; 9:17
bestowed on me for your benefit, so that | might fully carry out
Ephesians 3:1,2 . .
the preaching of the word of God, 26 that is, the mystery which
mousterion

has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has

mystery defined
now been manifested to His saints, 27 to whom God willed to

deliberately made known to us in the church_
make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery

the wealth of the radiant essence of who God is
among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
mousterion; in Gentile lands Galatians 2:20





[image: image6][image: image7.png]Romans 8:28-30

And we know that God causes all things to work together for

perfect tense .
good to those who love God, to those who are called according

to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also

p(redestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so
efermined in the past to be true in the future

that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and

2 Corinthians 3:18
these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom

determined in the past to be true in the future
He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He

also glorified.

God foreknew you, & determined in the past (predestined) for you
to be conformed to the image of His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus
Christ was the firstborn among many brethren, including you,

his brethren, whom he also called, justified, & glorified.




[image: image8.png]By God’s doing, each of us is
unfathomably blessed & wealthy
Ephesians 1:3-6

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we would be holy
and blameless before Him. In love 5 He
predestined us to adoption as sons through
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind
intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory
of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us
in the Beloved...



[image: image9.png]By God'’s doing, each of us has an
eternally significant relationship
to one another

¢« The Romans 8:28- + And Romans 8:28-

30 passage says 30 also tells us that
that we are Christ’s our ultimate con-
brethren, & that formity to the image
eternal relationship of Jesus Christ is
to Him does not predetermined —
change, though it is absolutely

we can grow in it going to happen

over our lifetime. in the future!
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[image: image12.png]Romans

2830, BY God’s doing, each of us
Ephesians IS intended for unparalleled
fellowship with one another

* Because of the * Andbecause of the
believer’s position, assured future that
possessions, & the each of us has been
processes God has given, & toward
in mind for us... which we have all

« And because of been predestined &

who the church, the ~ promised as a fixed

body of Christ is, & hope, we are intend-

our place in that ed for a fellowship
church body... that is unparalleled.



[image: image13.png]John 14:1-3; Ephesians 5:18-33; Revelation 21 & 22

It started in Acts...

» The word ‘church’ » From the Gospel

starts in Acts 5:11, of John on into the
but the ‘church’ & last chapters of the
those in the ‘church’ book of Revelation,
continue on into we in the church
forever, even into are now betrothed,
the New Heavens to be the bride

& New Earth. of Christ.

We are just beginning to understand the eternal
romance of Christ & His bride, the church.




[image: image14.png]Romans 8:28-30; Galatians 6:10; 1 Timothy 3:15; 1 Peter 4:17

Brethren — that means we’re family
* Romans 8:28-30 * But unlike an

says that we — all earthly family,

of us who believe we all have an

— are immediate immediate rela-

family inthe house- tionship with Christ

hold of God. our brother & with
« \We all have an God the Father -

immediate & direct no complicated

family relationship genealogies

to Christ Himself. among us.



[image: image15.png]Romans 8:28-30; 2 Corinthians 3:18

We're made to be like Him

* We, as brethren, * We, as brethren,
are predestined to are also intended to
be conformed to be transformed into
the image of the image of Jesus
Jesus Christ. Christ, our Brother.

One day, soon, we will be like Him (1 John 3:1-3).
We were made to be like Him, in every respect
except His deity, even sharing, already, a history
with Him, in His death, burial, resurrection,
ascension & seating in the heavenlies.
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[image: image1.png]Acts 5:11; 6:1-7

Really, Really BIG Words

* The b_ook of Acts « Those four are:
contains at least « Church or churches

four key words, or, gretnren or brother
terms, that have

great significance * Disciple or disciples
& implications for * The faith

us in the body of * These begin in Acts
Christ. 5:11 & 6:1-7.

We’'ll take on the first two of these today,
& the last two on June 11th,




