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Now at this time while the disciples were
Al time in Acts

increasing in number, a complaint arose on the
not in Greek

part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native

Greek language & cultural influence

Hebrews, because their widows were being

those of primarily Jewish cultural influence

overlooked in the daily serving of food.
sharing of resources through the apostles
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Increasing, added, large
number, growing, etc.

Acts 2:41, “So then, those who
had received his word were
baptized; and that day there
were added about three
thousand souls.”

Acts 4:4, “But many of those
who had heard the message
believed; and the number of the

Acts 6:7, “The word of God kept
on spreading; and the number

of the disciples continued to
increase greatly in Jerusalem
and a great many of the priests
\fNetLe becoming obedient to the
aith.”

Acts 11:21, “And the hand of
the Lord was with them, and
a large number who believed
turned to the Lord.”

Acts 14:1, “In Iconium the
entered the synagogue of the
Jews together, and spoke in
such a manner that a large
number of people believed
both of Jews and of Greeks.”

men came to be about five
thousand.”

Acts 5:14, “And all the more
believers in the Lord, multitudes

Acts 16:5, “So the churches
were being strengthened in
the faith, and were increasing
in number daily.”

of men and women, were

constantly added fo their
number,”

Acts 19:20, “So the word of
the Lord was growing mightily
and prevailing.”
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Can you believe that?

» The apostles » The apostles
are delivering the are standing up to
gospel & thousands growing opposition
are getting saved! from the leaders of

« People are coming the Jews!
to the apostles & » Andsome havethe
getting healed, just nerve to complain
by being in their about the inequitable

shadows! feeding ofimmigrants.
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So the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and
a term for ‘the apostles’ multitude of believers M2" time in Acts
said, "It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in
versus ‘devote’, in verse 4 A the word of the God
order to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brethren, select from
the verb form of ‘deacon’
among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and
qualification among others spiritual qualifications
of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. 4 But we
apostolic appointment & delegation
will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word."
central to apostolic stewardship




[image: image7.png]An apostle’s abbreviated job description:

Bring thousands into believing ‘the faith’
so as to become disciples, sometimes
at a rate of thousands per day.

Teach these so that they all mature in
‘the faith’ & do not remain spiritual infants.

Respond with unfathomable patience & joy to
waves of persecution from the Jewish leaders.

Heal every iliness, & cast out demons.

Distribute food & other resources among the
thousands of believers in varying degrees &
kinds of physical & other needs.

Kiss your wife good night as you roll into bed.
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‘The word of the God’

¢ The term, ‘the  In the book of Acts,
word of God’ does ‘the word of God’
not always mean may refer to the
the same thing gospel of salvation,
throughout the the content to be
Bible. believed, & also...

The teachings of the apostles as the content of

‘the word of God’ grew throughout the book of

Acts & in the time that followed. The teachings

of ‘the word of God’ through the apostles came
to also be known as ‘the faith’ (Acts 6:7).
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The statement found approval with the whole congregation;

4 of the twelve apostles multitude of believers

and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy
Acts 6:5-8:2; 11:19; 22:20  Dr. Luke’s expression

Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and
Acts 6:5-8:40; 21:8
Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. 6 And these they brought
a Gentile convert to Judaism
before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands

still seeking the Lord’s guidance blessing & authority
on them.
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So then those who were scattered because of

the persecution that occurred in connection with
Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus
and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to
Jews alone. 20 But there were some of them, men
of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and
began speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the
Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with
them, and a large number who believed turned to
the Lord. 22 The news about them reached the ears
of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas
off to Antioch. 23 Then when he arrived and
witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began
to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain
true to the Lord; 24 for he was a good man, and full
of the Holy Spirit and of faith.
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These seven men

« The names » Stephen, of course,
Stephen, Philip, is a believer whose
Prochorus, Nicanor, character, & whose
Timon, Parmenas & message & martyr-
Nicolas indicate that dom, will take the

these men were all forefront in Acts
likely Jews out of 6:8 through 8:2.
the Greek-speaking . And Stephen’s
world, & Nicolas, a martyrdom will
Gentile convert to be very pivotal.

Judaism.
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Is this passage
the ultimate model for deacons?

» This passage is » But while this Acts
inspired by God & passage conveys a
given to us to see great many wonder-
how the apostles ful biblical truths, the
held to their God- word ‘deacons’ does
given assignment not appear here, nor
(stewardship) by does the full set of
delegating this qualifications, as
important task Paul gave in

to godly men. 1 Timothy 3:8-13.
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The word of God kept on spreading; and the
the word of the God increasing, added, ... etc.

number of the disciples continued to increase
3time in Acts A  increasing, added, ... etc.

greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the

priests were becoming obedient to the faith.
Wow!
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But they were unable to cope with the wisdom
stand against; Luke 21:15

and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11

Then they secretly induced men to say, "We
literally, to ‘under throw’

have heard him speak blasphemous words

against Moses and against God."
calls for the death penalty, if true
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The word of God kept on spreading

» The gospel, as » That is confirmed
the content to be by the number of
believed so as to the disciples that
be saved, was the was increasing in
primary focus of the Jerusalem, which
term ‘the word of means that Jews
God’ in Acts 6:7. were believing.

Was there a spreading of the gospel & of
believers geographically beyond Jerusalem?
Yes. But the growth in the number of believers
in & around Jerusalem was remarkable!
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A great many of the priests (1/2)

« It has been

estimated that the
number of priests
during New
Testament times
amounted to about
18,000, or possibly
even more, & these
were organized into
24 courses.

* While we have

no good way to
quantify ‘a great
many’, even if that
meant a tenth, that
would be 1,800
priests who became
believers in Christ
by this time, about
late 34/early 35 AD.
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A great many of the priests (2/2)

* The priests were all + By New Testament

of the tribe of Levi, times many of the
& specifically the priests sided with
sons of Kohath the Sadducees
(Numbers 4:1-4). (vs. the Pharisees).

So, why would so many of the priests, most of
whom were Sadducees, who did not believe in
a resurrection, or a Messiah, or in miracles,
suddenly decide to become believers in the
crucified, buried, & resurrected Messiah? Why?
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Obedient to the faith

« The words ‘obedient * The Greek word

to the faith’ may stir
concern among
some that the
priests were
responding

legally, but

the Greek words
don’t mean that.

that is translated as
‘obedient’ means
‘to listen & place
oneself under
what is heard.

‘The faith’ here
is the message
of the gospel.
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What does
‘obedient to the faith’ mean to us?

» The ‘entry door’ into + From that point on,

being ‘obedient to being ‘obedient to
the faith’ is for each the faith’ is to come
one of us to listen to understand what
& place oneself the Bible teaches,
under the gospel especially including
of salvation: that what the apostles
Christ died for your taught, & to place
sins, was buried, oneself under those

& rose again. precious truths.



[image: image22.png]


[image: image23.png]Acts 6:1-7

Disciples, disciples & then... disciples

* As we go through
the book of Acts,
we’re going to see
the word ‘disciple’
or ‘disciples’ 30
times from chapter
6 to chapter 21, but
there are two points
for us to keep in
mind along the way:

1) Being a disciple
as it is used in the
gospels has almost
nothing to do with
what it means here.
2) Being a disciple
in the rest of the
New Testament is
all about learning

& knowing Christ.
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