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Let’s talk about Stephen,
while we have the chance...

» Last Sunday we * The important
covered a short but words & phrases
pivotal passage that  are: ‘disciples’, ‘the
introduced several church’ & ‘the faith’.

exceedingly import-  « The one selected
antwords & phrases,  servant among the
&sevenmentolead  seven who is pivotal
inserving, especially  to the entire book of
including Stephen. Acts is Stephen.

Stephen & his character & what he says & does
& more will be our focus today, & next Sunday.




[image: image2.png]Acts 6:1-8:2; 11:19; 22:20; April 35 AD

Stephen: a pivotal person

» Stephen, as we will + Stephen, we will

see, was a pivotal also see, will have
man in the early a unique heavenly
church, as it was vision & by his soon
begun & grown in home going a pivotal
Jerusalem & the part in the spread
vicinity, & not just of the gospel from
accidentally, but by Judea & Jerusalem,
his character & his in fulfillment of Acts

spirit among them. 1:6-8.
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And Stephen, full of grace and power, was

‘crown’ A Dr Luke’s expression
performing great wonders and signs among the
the 1% time by someone not an apostle
people. 9 But some men from what was called

the people = Jews
the Synagogue of the Freedmen, including both

4 Jewish assembly — Greek name
Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from

N. African coast

Cilicia and Asia, rose up and argued with
the region of Tarsus & the region of Ephesus

Stephen.
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Stephen, full of grace & power

Stephen was aman: + Acts 6.8,

« Acts 6:5, “full of “performing great
faith and of the wonders and signs
Holy Spirit” among the people”

» Acts 6:8, “full of * Who was vigorously
grace and power” opposed by the Jews

« Acts 7:55. “full of in this one particular
the Holy Spirit” Synagogue.

This particular group of Jews was not swayed
by Stephen’s character, spirit, actions or words.
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Do you ever greatly
wonder about the signs? ©

» Stephenis the * What is rather
first one mentioned amazing is that
in the book of Acts, being able to
beside the apostles, perform wonders
who is said to have & signs did not

performed signs & cause the ‘lights
wonders (orwonders  to come on’ for the
& signs ©). Jewish leaders!

Astoundingly, Stephen performed ‘great wonders
& signs’, & that did not even persuade them!
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The Synagogue of the Freedman (1/2)

» Various Jewish * The basis for this
records tell us particular synagogue
that there were seems to be that
from 390-480 these were Jewish
synagogues in slaves who had
the Jerusalem been set free after
area at this having been made
point in time. slaves.

Further, this passage tells us that the Jews who
gathered here were from places outside of Israel.
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The Synagogue of the Freedmen (2/2)

» Archaeological
discoveries over the
last century have :
led many historical
& archaeological
scholars to believe = o
that ‘the Synagogue The Theodotos inscription
of the Freedmen’ from what has been

has been located. identified by many scholars
as from ‘the Synagogue of
the Freedman’ (Acts 6:8-9).
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the word translated ‘argued’ * Now when it takes

a number of men
Rose up & argued  to argue with one
man, & when the

* Those Jews of the arguments of the
Synagogue of the number of men still
Freedmen then do not overcome
responded to the one man, then
Stephen’s spirit, & one has to wonder
character, & actions,  gpout the ‘men’

& signs & wonders, who are arguing.

& powerful defense
of ‘the faith’ by
disputing with him.

And... we’re going
to see that it gets
much, much worse.
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But they were unable to cope with the wisdom
stand against; Luke 21:15

and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11

Then they secretly induced men to say, "We
literally, to ‘under throw’

have heard him speak blasphemous words

against Moses and against God."
calls for the death penalty, if true
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Time for Plan ‘B’: start lying!

» Plan ‘A’ had been
for the men of ‘the
Synagogue of the
Freedmen’ to work
together to argue
& dispute with
Stephen so as to
win the argument
with the truth as it

was in Moses’ Law.

* But since that
wasn’t working,
these men felt
forced to bring
completely false
testimony: that
Stephen had been
guilty of blasphemy
against Moses
& against God!
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And they stirred up the people, the elders
Mark 15:11: Act 14:2; 17:8 the people = Jews

and the scribes, and they came up to him
elders & scribes, subgroups of the Council; Acts 4:5,8

and dragged him away and brought him

arrest, temporary imprisonment; Acts 14:19; 16:19; 21:30
before the Council.

often took less than 24 hours, aka Sanhedrin
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Didn’t we see this before?

» Just two years * And we will see that
before, Jesus many of these same
had been treated treatments of the
similarly by the believers in Christ

leaders of the Jews. will happen again!

Will we see this again?
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They put forward false witnesses who said,
Matthew 26:59,60; Mark 14:56,57

"This man incessantly speaks against this holy
Matthew 26:61; Mark 14:59

place and the Law; 14 for we have heard him
Matthew 26:65; Mark 14:64; John 10:33

say that this Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this
Matthew 26:61; Mark 14:59

place and alter the customs which Moses
Matthew 12:1-7; Mark 14:59; John 9:14

handed down to us."
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It's déja vu, all over again!

* The very same » And the Council
corrupt strategies & that had considered
false accusations false accusations
that were brought against Jesus were

against Christ were aboutto considerthe
also brought against  same accusations
Stephen! against Stephen!

Almost exactly the same individuals were in the
Council as were in the Council at the time of
Jesus’ trial, including Caiaphas as high priest!
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And fixing their gaze on him, all who were
Stephen had their full attention!

sitting in the Council saw his face like the

face of an angel.
and Stephen had not yet spoken!
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Fixing their gaze

» One of the most » This word is so very
important Greek important because
words in all of the the next time we will
book of Acts is see this word, it will
found in Acts 6:15 be used to describe
(atenizo). Stephen fixing his

« This word means gaze into heaven,
‘to fix or set one’s seeing the glory
gaze’, & there are of God, & he sees

synonyms, too. Jesus standing!
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Matthew 28:5; Luke 1:13; 1:30; 2:10

The face of an angel?

» So did Stephen
look ‘angelic’?

+ And what did
that mean?

* In Exodus 34:29, 35
Moses’ face also
shown brightly, &
the Council should
have recognized
that in Stephen.

» And an angel was

& is a messenger

of God, even those
angels who deliver-
edthe Law of Moses.

Those angels did
not speak against
the Law, but
delivered it

to Moses!
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Remember this slide?
Stephen, full of grace & power
Stephen was aman: + Acts 6.8,

« Acts 6:5, “full of “performing great
faith and of the wonders and signs
Holy Spirit” among the people”

» Acts 6:8, “full of » who was vigorously
grace and power” opposed by the Jews

« Acts 7:55, “full of in one particular
the Holy Spirit” Synagogue.

This particular group of Jews was not swayed
by Stephen’s character, spirit, actions or words.
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Why was Stephen like this?

» Did Stephen try
really hard to be full
of grace & power &
faith & the Spirit?
And did Stephen
express wisdom in
his speech because
he had worked on it

with great personal
effort & ability?

» Stephen had these

qualities & could do
the things Dr. Luke
describes because
of his utter depend-
ence upon the Lord,
& the intimacy that
he had with Christ,
though he was a
Hellenistic Jew.
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If you do & say everything right, then...?

» We could ask, + If a person says all
if a person does the right things, &
everything right & in the right way,
lives exactly how exactly as God
God wants them wants them to,
to live, does that then will every-
mean that their thing go smoothly
life will be free of for that person &
troubles & trials will his relationships

& difficulties? all be ‘peachy’?
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