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The Temple in Jerusalem as it was during
the book of Acts (33 to 60 AD), from the east
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Stephen, full of grace & power

Stephen was aman: + Acts 6.8,

+ Acts 6:5, “full of “performing great
faith and of the wonders and signs
Holy Spirit” among the people”

. Acts 6:8, “full of » who was vigorously
grace and power” opposed by the Jews

. Acts 7:55, “full of of the Synagogue of

the Holy Spirit” the Freedman.
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Stephen is charged

» By the devious * These false charges
efforts of the against Stephen
Synagogue of were brought before
the Freedmen, the Council (aka the
Stephen was Sanhedrin), who will
arrested & was now be given an
falsely charged opportunity to speak
with speaking in his defense.

against both the « He is being charged
temple & Moses. with blasphemy.
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The high priest said, "Are these things so?"

Caiaphas Are these charges true?

2 And he [Stephen] said, "Hear me, brethren
Jewish brethren A

and fathers! The God of glory appeared to our
A acknowledging seniority & authority

father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia,
A A selected Gentile, while in Ur

before he lived in Haran...
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Are these things so?

» The High priest, + After hearing the
who would have charges against
been Caiaphas Stephen, which
(son-in-law of were distortions
Annas, & High of the truth, so
Priest from 18 they were false
to 36 AD). changes, he asks...

In brief, “Are these things so0?”, or with more
detail, “Are these charges that these men
have made against you true?”.
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How will Stephen respond?

» So how will Stephen + So did Stephen

respond to these
false charges laid
against him?

» These charges are
serious, & could
very likely bring
the death penalty!

respond by laying
out the truth regard-
ing the charges
made against him,
that he wanted to
destroy the temple
& that he spoke
against Moses?
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Stephen could have avoided all this!

* Yes, Stephen could + And, Stephen could

have backed off of have simply proved
the things he was that the charges
doing & saying that against him were
drew the negative false, bringing his
attention of the own witnesses &
people of the even two or three
Synagogue of of them to testify

the Freedmen! in his favor.
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The Stephen Strategy

» But Stephen goes » Dr. Luke records

back to the very for us in detail, by
beginning of the the inspiration of
issue, starting the Holy Spirit, the
with when God Stephen Strategy.
appeared to « Stephen spoke as
Abraham back he was filled with
when he was still the Spirit, & we'll
living in the city of see how this unique

Ur of the Chaldees. strategy works out!
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Stephen speaks!

» Stephen laid out * Moses & Aaron
how God acted (Acts 7:17-43).
in the lives of: « Then Stephen

» Abraham (Acts spoke about the
7:2-7), the father tabernacle, which
of Isaac & Jacob was made atemple,
(Acts 7:8). naming Moses,

» Jacob & his sons, Joshua, David &
including Joseph Solomon (Acts

(Acts 7:8-16). 7:44-50).
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Stephen speaks... against?

* While Stephen » And Stephen also
spoke about Moses spoke about the
the most, in all that tabernacle turned
he said, he did not temple by Solomon,
speak ill of Moses but in that he did
or the Law of Moses  not say anything

in any way or any about the future
time, either before destruction of the
this orin this state- temple, or anything

ment to the Council. bad about it.
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What Stephen did say

* What Stephen » Stephen made very
did say about the clear, by his quote
tabernacle & the of Isaiah 66:1, 2
temple were that that God does not
these were rightly need a building
constructed as made by human
God had directed hands in which
under Moses & to live — His hand

Solomon, but... made everything!
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And Stephen also said

» Alongwith these * Quoting Amos
accounts, Stephen 5:26, 27, he also
also noted the times spoke of the Jews’
of Israel’s rebellion idolatrous worship
& idolatry, including:  of the pagan deities

« Rejection of Moses ~ Molech & Rompha.
as ruler & authority. + So the Sanhedrin

+ Aaron making was rightly prepared

the golden calf. to hear Stephen
tell them...
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“...You men who are stiff-necked and
A just like your forefathers

uncircumcised in heart and ears are always
A like the Old Testament says
resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as
A from Old Testament times

your fathers did.

A starting from out in the wilderness
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Rather than disproving
the false accusations

» The Stephen * The problem was
Strategy, rather very similar to the
than to attempt to spiritual problems
disprove the false that the Jews had
accusations against for centuries, &
him, was to get at Stephen went
the root cause of to the source
the problem that & heart of their

these Jews had. very large problem!
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Rather than disproving
the false accusations

» The Stephen * The problem was
Strategy, rather very similar to the
than to attempt to spiritual problems
disprove the false that the Jews had
accusations against for centuries, &
him, was to get at Stephen went
the root cause of to the source
the problem that & heart of their

these Jews had. very large problem!
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A very serious heart (& ear) condition!

» Stephen tells these
men that they all
have a very, very
serious heart
condition, & it's
the exact same
that the Jews
have often had
in generations
past!

They are all stiff-
necked, spiritually-
speaking & even at
an advanced age
they are uncircum-
cised in heart (&

in ears!).

They chronically
resist the Holy Spirit!
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Then the Lord spoke to Moses, "Go down at
once, for your people, whom you brought up
from the land of Egypt, have corrupted
themselves. 8 "They have quickly turned aside
from the way which | commanded them. They
have made for themselves a molten calf, and
have worshiped it and have sacrificed to it and
said, ' This is your god, O Israel, who brought
you up from the land of Egypt!™ 9 The Lord
said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and
behold, they are an obstinate people.”
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But they [Israel] rebelled
And grieved His Holy Spirit;

Jeremiah 6:10

To whom shall | speak and give warning

That they may hear?

Behold, their ears are closed

And they cannot listen.

Behold, the word of the Lord has become a reproach to them;
They have no delight in it.

Jeremiah 9:25-26

"Behold, the days are coming," declares the Lord, "that | will
punish all who are circumcised and yet uncircumcised-- 26
Egypt and Judah, and Edom and the sons of Ammon, and
Moab and all those inhabiting the desert who clip the hair on
their temples; for all the nations are uncircumcised, and all the
house of Israel are uncircumcised of heart."
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If they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of

their forefathers, in their unfaithfulness which they
committed against Me, and also in their acting with
hostility against Me-- 41 | also was acting with hostility
against them, to bring them into the land of their
enemies-- or if their uncircumcised heart becomes
humbled so that they then make amends for their
iniquity, 42 then | will remember My covenant with
Jacob, and | will remember also My covenant with
Isaac, and My covenant with Abraham as well, and

| will remember the land. 43' For the land will be
abandoned by them, and will make up for its sabbaths
while it is made desolate without them. They,
meanwhile, will be making amends for their iniquity,
because they rejected My ordinances and their soul
abhorred My statutes.



[image: image21.png]7:52-53

"Which one of the prophets did your fathers
A Old Testament Jews
not persecute? They killed those who had
A Old Testament prophets
previously announced the coming of the

Righteous One, whose betrayers and

A Jesus Christ: Isaiah 53:11
murderers you have now become; 53

A guilty of death, under Law )
you who received the law as ordained

by angels, and yet did not keep it."
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"...in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you."

Matthew 23:31, 34, 37

"So you testify against yourselves, that you are sons
of those who murdered the prophets.“... 34

Therefore, behold, | am sending you prophets and
wise men and scribes; some of them you will kill and
crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your
synagogues, and persecute from city to city... 37

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and
stones those who are sent to her!"



[image: image23.png]Acts 7:52,53; Luke 24:13-35; Galatians 3:19; Hebrews 2:2
Previous announcements

» The prophets had * From Moses, who

previously given received the Law
many prophecies by the mediation of
announcing the angels on down to
coming of Christ, this very time, these
the Righteous One, men had been the
& these very men means by which the
betrayed Him & loopholes & great
murdered Him, distortions of the

as they planned. Law were devised.
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