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Stephen, full of grace & power

Stephen was aman: + Acts 6.8,

+ Acts 6:5, “full of “performing great
faith and of the wonders and signs
Holy Spirit” among the people”

. Acts 6:8, “full of » who was vigorously
grace and power” opposed by the Jews

. Acts 7:55, “full of of the Synagogue of

the Holy Spirit” the Freedman.
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Now when they heard this, they were cut to
Acts 5:33

the quick, and they began gnashing their teeth
Psalm 35:16; 37:12

at him.
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Cut to the quick

¢ This is the 2nd ¢ The last time,
time this very same Gamaliel talked
group of men is said  them out of carrying
to have been ‘cut to out their plan &

the quick’, which inclination to Kkill
means that they the apostles, but
have been painfully he would not do
wounded by words the same sort of

of Stephen. thing this time.
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But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed
Acts 6:3,5.8 key word!

intently into heaven and saw the glory of God,

radiant essence of who God is A

and Jesus standing at the right hand of God;
Psalm 110:1, Acts 2:33,34; 5:31, except for standing
56 and he said, "Behold, | see the heavens
a vision

opened up and the Son of Man standing at

the right hand of God."
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Reported by an eyewitness

* What & where & * The eyewitness

who Stephen saw reported to Dr.

at that moment Luke what he

was reported by saw in Stephen,

an eyewitness & what Stephen
who was present said to those who
at this event — the were present, about
stoning of Stephen. what he was seeing.

We’re reading this from a privileged perspective,
so we’ll return to this passage & perspective.
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Being full of the Holy Spirit

» Observe that being + Also take note that
full of the Holy Spirit  this word that is

caused Stephen to translated ‘gazed
have a vision of intently’ is one we
Christ, & to be glanced at last
focused upon Him. Sunday (atenizo),
« Eventhoughitwas & we will be paying
very intense, the particular attention

rage & flying stones  to it as we move
were not his focus. along in Acts.
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[image: image9.png]Luke 4:20; 22:56; Acts 1:10; 3:4,12; 6:15; 7:55; 10:4; 11:6; 13:9;
14:9; 23:1; 2 Corinthians 3:7, 13

Fixing their gaze

» One of the most » This word is import-
important Greek ant because in Acts
words in all of the 7:55 it is used to
book of Acts is describe Stephen
found in Acts 6:15 fixing his gaze into
(atenizo). heaven, seeing the

« This word means glory of God, & he
‘to fix or set one’s sees Jesus stand-
gaze’, & there are ing for his soon

synonyms, too. home going!



[image: image10.png]Acts 7:55-56; Psalm 110:1; Mark 16:19; Acts 2:33; 5:31

Standing at the right hand of God

» That Stephen saw  + There are several

Jesus as standing reasons for Christ to
at the right hand be seen as standing,

of God was biblically rather than sitting at
very extraordinary! the right hand of God,

+ The Bible almost but what Stephen
a|Ways presents saw is In very stark
Christ as seated contrast to access
at the Father's to God only through

right hand. the temple rituals!
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But they cried out with a loud voice, and
covered their ears and rushed at him with one
impulse. 58 When they had driven him out of

according to Deuteronomy 17:5 & tradition

the city, they began stoning him; and the

witnesses laid aside their robes at the
witnesses throw the first stones: Deuteronomy 17:7

feet of a young man named Saul.
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Cried out! And...

« Wow! The actions « There was no vote,

these men took! no deliberation, no
« They “cried out”, sense of weighing
“covered their ears’,  What Stephen had
“rushed at him”, said, no hesitation
“had driven himout”, @t what might be a
“began stoning”. Roman problem’.

And Saul, here described as a ‘young man’,
became an impromptu ‘wardrobe manager’.
As we’ll see, this man becomes Paul the apostle.
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Double Gates Hewn Stone Temple Antonia

Solomon’s - Estern Solomn’s
Portico Gate Portico

The Temple in Jerusalem as it was during
the book of Acts (33 to 60 AD), from the east
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They went on stoning Stephen as he called on

the Lord and said, "Lord Jesus, receive my
looked to the Lord in the time of trouble

spirit!" 60 Then falling on his knees, he cried

out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin

against them!" Having said this, he fell asleep.
New Testament figure of speech for physical death




[image: image16.png]Acts 7:59-60; 13:36; 1 Corinthians 11:30; 1536, ...

As they went on stoning Stephen

* While these men « “Lord Jesus, receive
continued to stone my spirit” (compare
Stephen, he said to Matthew 27:50;

two things that were John 19:30)
very similarto what  « " ord, do not hold

Christ had said & this sin against
did on the day He them!" (compare
was crucified: to Luke 23:34).

As the New Testament often puts it, Stephen’s
physical death was referred to as ‘he ‘fell asleep’.
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Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him
and Saul continued to pursue the death penalty

to death. And on that day a great persecution

2 timein Acts W
began against the church in Jerusalem, and
persecution started there & spread

they were all scattered throughout the regions

of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.
for the time, the apostles remained in Jerusalem
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Saul was in hearty agreement

¢ This Saul, whom
we will see again
as we arrive in Acts
chapter 9, is, at this
point, in heart & in
soul right alongside
those who are
casting the stones
at Stephen, but was
just managing coats.
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A great persecution... all scattered

e Dr. Lukeletsus know ¢ For now, however,

that, beginning with
the stoning death of
Stephen, the church
began to scatter, in
great degree into
the surrounding
regions of Judea

& Samaria.

the twelve apostles
will remain there in
Jerusalem, with
some noted
exceptions.

But the scattering
of the church will
also be purposeful.
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Some devout men buried Stephen, and made

loud lamentation over him. 3 But Saul began
A later Paul

ravaging the church, entering house after
3 time in Acts

house, and dragging off men and women,
whole households

he would put them in prison.
A favoring the death penalty
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Loud lament
* Loud lament was * While loud lament
the cultural way of was the accepted
expressing great cultural behavior,
grief, & was typical Jewish traditions
of grieving for did not permit that
someone who there be loud lament
had died (Luke when someone had
8:52). been stonedto death
« But this instance — it was to be kept

was an exception! quiet & private!



[image: image22.png]Acts 8:2-3; 14:19; 17:6; 26:10

Ravaging & dragging off

» Saul ravaged the » Dr. Luke wrote that

members of the Saul was dragging
church, seeking off those who were
the breakup of in the church, a
the church from term that means
one household ‘bad things’ in

to the next. the book of Acts.

Saul dragged off both men & women to prison,
with the intent that they be put to death. His
intent was clear: Eliminate believing households!




[image: image23.png]Acts 1:6-8; 7:1-2; 7:51-8:3

Why Stephen’s death?

» Stephen’s death put + Stephen’s death
Saul into full motion, also scattered the

which would come church outside of
to the point where Jerusalem, fulfilling
Saul would be Christ’s testimony
confronted by that His witnesses
Christ Himself would take the

on the road to gospel to Judea,
Damascus. Samaria & beyond.

God knows what He is doing — even if we don’t!
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If it's smooth sailing you wanted...

» If you were hoping  + Stephen was full of
that being a believer  the Spirit & grace &
in Christ meant that power & even did

everything in life wonders & signs, in
was going to be that apostolic era
smooth sailing when such things
from here on were done often by
out, then you some, yet Stephen’s
signed up with the life here was ended

wrong idea in mind. violently by others.



[image: image25.png]Stephen to Paul to us:

Colossians 3:1-4

Therefore if you have been raised up with
Christ, keep seeking the things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2
Set your mind on the things above, not on the
things that are on earth. 3 For you have died
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then
you also will be revealed with Him in glory.



[image: image26.png]Stephen to Paul to us:

Hebrews 12:1-2

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of
witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside
every encumbrance and the sin which so easily
entangles us, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who
for the joy set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.
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