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Therefore, those who had been scattered
scattered because of the stoning of Stephen; Acts 8:1; 11:19

went about preaching the word.

bringing the good news: evangelizing
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A most valuable scattering

» The young church » Dr. Luke tells us

scattered from the that those who had
time of the stoning been scattered went
of Stephen, when about preaching the
on that very day, word, which in this
persecution began, case meant taking

moving out into the the gospel, that is,
surrounding regions the good news, to
of Judea & Samaria. Jews & Samaritans.

We’ll see some examples of taking the gospel.
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When & who

* The stoning of * And the one who
Stephen, & the was involved in
persecution that Stephen’s stoning
began that very & led the believers’
day, took place persecution was the
in April 35 AD. young Pharisee

« It had been two named Saul (Heb:
years to the month Shatil), but soon to
that Christ was become a believer

crucified & raised. himself (Acts 9).
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Philip went down to the city of Samaria and
A the one appointed to serve among the widows: Acts 6:5

began proclaiming Christ to them. 6 The crowds
A the Christ, that is, the Messiah

with one accord were giving attention to what

Acts 8:6,10,11

was said by Philip, as they heard and saw the
literally, “in the hearing & the seeing”

signs which he was performing.
signs &/or wonders, 2" of those appointed to serve




[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]Acts 8:5-6

Oh, THOSE Samaritans!

¢ The Samaritans ¢ Further, their
were a mix of Jews version of the Law
& Gentiles, from the of Moses & their
time of the Assyrian practices were
Empire, so that their different from

descent from the the Jews who
lineage of Abraham,  worshipped in
Isaac & Jacob was Jerusalem, but that
doubtful among did not stop Jesus,

the Jews. then, nor Philip now.
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Kind of like John chapter 4

* In John chapter 4, » Jesus prophesied

Jesus, speaking to to the woman &
the woman at the Philip did signs.
well, claimed to be  « Similar to what
the Messiah (JOhn was reported in
4:25,26), & Philip John chapter 4,
told the Samaritans the Samaritans
that Jesus was the were remarkab|y

Messiah. responsive.
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For in the case of many who had unclean
unclean spirits = demons = fallen angels; Luke 4:33
spirits, they were coming out of them shouting

as in the gospels: Luke 4:41
with a loud voice; and many who had been

paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 So there
demon possession different from medical conditions

was much rejoicing in that city.
Acts 8:39; Ethiopian eunuch
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Much rejoicing, because...
» Philip had brought  + Along with that,

the good news of as a validation
salvation to the of the truth of
Samaritans in the the gospel &

City of Samaria, its authenticity,
telling them that Philip performed
Jesus was the signs of deliverance
Christ, & telling from demons & of
them the gospel healing of the lame

of salvation. & paralytics.
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Now there was a man named Simon, who

formerly was practicing magic in the city and
Acts 8:11 Samaria

astonishing the people of Samaria, claiming
A same as in Acts 8:11

to be someone great; 10 and they all, from

smallest to greatest, were giving attention to
Acts 8:6,10.11
him, saying, "This man is come again? is

called the Great Power of God." Marketing ©
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Spiritual power — not just illusion

* In our own era, » But magic in the
there are people New Testament
who perform some era, throughout
very astounding & the Roman empire,

impressive illusions:  was presented as
what appears to the ‘spiritual power’,

audience to be either from God
taking place is or from other
just an fillusion’. spiritual entities.

Simon’s claim: his power was from God!
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And they were giving him attention because
giving attention Acts 8:6,10.11

he had for a long time astonished them with
A same as in Acts 8:9

his magic arts.
Acts 8:6
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But when they believed Philip preaching the

A actively entrusting

good news about the kingdom of God and the
the gospel of the kingdom, from Acts 1 to 28

name of Jesus Christ, they were being
who He was, did & now is

baptized, men and women alike.
awater immersion individual faith & baptism as symbol
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Believed Philip’s messages vs.
being astonished by Simon’s magic

* Philip presented » But though Simon

both the gospel claimed that his

of the kingdom power was from

& the gospel of God, people were
substitution, & not so astonished &
those two gospels impressed with God
were all about than they were with
Christ, with the Simon, ‘'someone
intent that people great’ & ‘The Great

believe in Christ. Power of God'.
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Believed & baptized

» Those in Samaria » They believed
who heard Philip’s & were saved,
message about the & so they were
kingdom of God & baptized in water

the name of Jesus, to picture the
all of who He was spiritual reality
& is, & all of what that had just
He, Jesus Christ, taken place,

had accomplished, all by God'’s
believed him. doing.
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Matthew 4:23; 9:35; 24:14; Luke 16:16

Acts 1:3 (among Jews)

3 To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them
over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.

Acts 1:6 (among Jews)

6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the
kingdom to Israel?"

Acts 3:19-21 (among Jews)

19 "Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may
come from the presence of the Lord; 20 and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, 21 whom
heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth of His

holy prophets from ancient time.

Acts 8:12 (among Samaritans — see Acts 1:8, where Samaria follows Judea)
12 But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike.

Acts 14:22 (among churches in central Asia Minor; 2 Timothy 3:10-17)

...strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying,” Through
many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God."

Acts 19:8 (among Jews)
8 And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and
persuading them about the kingdom of God.

Acts 20:25 (among the elders from Ephesus; there were both Jews & Gentiles)

25 "And now, behold, | know that all of you, among whom | went about preaching the kingdom, will no longer
see my face.

Acts 28:23 (among Jews)
23 When they had set a day for Paul, they came to him at his lodging in large numbers; and he was explaining
to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from
both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until evening.

Acts 28:31 (general appeal; preaching, as a herald, the kingdom of God)

31 preaching the kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness,
unhindered.
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“seed of the 

woman”

Exodus 12                      

“The Passover 

lamb”

Isaiah 53,                                    

“He will bear                       

their iniquities”

The Gospel of Substitution: Jesus, the Suffering Savior

The Gospel of the Kingdom: Christ, the Messiah Reigns

Acts 3:18, 19, 

“Christ would 

suffer”

Revelation 1:18               

“the Living One”

Revelation 5:9 

“purchased for God 

with Your blood”

Revelation 5:6-22:3 

“The Lamb”

Genesis             

12 &15              

“the land”

Genesis 49:8-10 

“The Lion of 

Judah”

1 Chronicles 17:11-15 

“I will establish His 

kingdom forever”

Acts 3:19-21 

“send Jesus 

the Christ”

Revelation 5:5                                           

“The Lion of Judah”

Revelation 1-19 

“sword from                      

His mouth”

Revelation 20:6                     

“reign with Him                        

for 1000 years”
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Even Simon himself believed; and after being
A same as in Acts 8:12

baptized, he continued on with Philip, and as
A same as in Acts 8:12  showing diligence

he observed signs and great miracles taking
A as a spectator

place, he was constantly amazed.
A same as in Acts 8:9,11
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We're not done!

« With Acts 8:4-13, * And, we are going
that we have looked  to find out quite a
at this morning, we bit more about
have just introduced  the heart &
the ministry of ‘Philip intent this
the evangelist’ (Acts man ‘Simon
21:8). of Samaria’.

There are some critical points of insight &
discernment to be gained from this passage that
we examined this morning & the next passage in

Acts that we’ll be exploring next Sunday.
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Hmmm...

+ |s all believing * |s being amazed &
spiritually ‘the astounded enough,
same thing’? spiritually speaking?

* What is the main + If the people around
spiritual difference us are amazed &
between Philip’s astounded, does
signs & wonders that mean that God
and those of this is impressed, too —
man, Simon of can God be amazed

Samaria? & astounded?
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We don’t always know the outcome

* There is some real
eye-opening to our
pondering the last
moments of the life
of Stephen:

* When large, hard
rocks were being
thrown at Stephen,
he kept his focus

entirely on the Lord.

» Stephen had no
idea whatsoever
what the outcome
would be following
his stoning.

» Stephen didn’t know
that his death & the
persecution that
followed had such
a great outcome.
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