Receiving the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts

The table below shows the events and characteristics recorded in each instance of receiving the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts.  It becomes immediately evident that the instances recorded for us in the book of Acts vary from one event to the next – events which are years apart, and in which tongues was not necessarily a continuing expression after the initial occurrence in each group (such as Acts 11:15).  

	Chapter
	2
	8
	10
	19

	Prior & Concurrent Conditions &                Expressions
	Jews in Jerusalem
	Samaritans in Samaria
	Gentiles in Caesarea
	John the Baptist's Disciples in Ephesus

	Sound of wind
	X
	
	
	

	Tongues of fire
	X
	
	
	

	Speaking in tongues
	X
	
	X
	X

	Laying on of hands
	
	X
	
	X

	Spirit received after believing
	X
	X
	
	X

	Spirit received upon believing
	
	
	X
	

	Prayer
	X
	X
	
	

	Tarrying (waiting)
	X
	
	
	


The tongues of the day of Pentecost,        as recorded by     Dr. Luke in Acts chapter 2, was expressed by Jews, and expressed to Jews, in Jerusalem, though the Jews who heard the tongues were from all over the Roman Empire, as far west as Rome. Some are even listed from beyond the boundaries of the Roman Empire (see map below). In no case were those who spoke in tongues or who received the Holy Spirit seeking tongues or the Holy Spirit, nor did they initiate tongues through coaching or practicing.  Only in Acts chapter 2 was there a ‘tarrying’, since the Holy Spirit was promised (Acts 1:1-8).  Also, in no case was tongues expressed or exercised privately, but rather always in a small to large group.      
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These four instances of receiving the Holy Spirit in Acts are not consistent as to the external causes, or the concurrent effects.  The inconsistency is because Acts is a transitional book, and ongoing truth for the church is intended to be derived from the epistles which the apostles wrote during the latter period in the book of Acts or after its writing.  Each of the four occurrences is the first instance of a specific ethnic group (Jewish, Samaritan,              or Gentile) in either the land of Israel or                  a Gentile land.

All believers today, living after the era of the apostles, receive the Holy Spirit at the point of believing in Christ (John 7:37-39; Ephesians 1:13; Galatians 2:2; Romans 8:9), are then baptized into the body of Christ by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13) and are blessed with every spiritual blessing when they believe (Ephesians 1:3), at which time God makes them to be sanctified as saints in Christ                  (1 Corinthians 1:2, 30). 
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