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Does God love individuals
or whole groups of people?

» From chapter 8 » But an angel sent
verse 4 to verse from the Lord sends
25 we see that Philip to another
Philip goes to an part of Israel to
outcast group of catch up with a
mixed Jews & eunuch in charge
Gentiles & a of Ethiopia’s money
very mixed-up to tell him about the
group at that good news of sal-

(Samaritans). vation, from Isaiah.
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[image: image2.png]Acts 8:26; last half of spring in 35 AD

But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying,

most common among Luke’s writings

"Get up and go south to the road that descends
Get up & go is without all the information A4 down

from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a desert
from the center of worship to the way out of Israel

road.)

4 as one heads away from Jerusalem




[image: image3.png]Acts 8:26; ‘angel’ or ‘an angel of the Lord’: Luke 1:11; 2:9;
Acts 7:30, 35, 38; 10:3, 7, 22; 11:13; 12:7, 11, 23; 27:23

An angel of the Lord

» The word for ‘angel’ + The angel’s words

was also the word ‘Get up & go south’
for ‘messenger’ & was to have Philip
this particular angel leave what he was
was a messenger! doing right then &
« We also know that go on the road that

God does not send goes down from

angels accidentally ~ Jerusalem to Gaza,
or incidentally, so but Philip might well
God intended this! have had questions.
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Where did Philip start?
» So did Philipgoto  + But the description

Jerusalem, & then that we have fits
receive the directive best with Philip
from the angel, or being in Samaria
did Philip go from until the Lord
Samaria where he directed him

had been preaching through an angel
to the road from to go to the road

Jerusalem to Gaza? from Jerusalem
+ We don’'t know! to Gaza.
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[image: image6.png]Acts 8:27-28

So he got up and went; and there was an
In response to ‘Get up & go’

Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace,
lots of specifics, except the personal name
queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of

all her treasure; and he had come to Jerusalem
personal spiritual purpose

to worship, 28 and he was returning and sitting
to Ethiopia, to official duties
in his chariot, and was reading the prophet

a covered wagon out loud
Isaiah.
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Faith in the facts

+ Did Philip know
what he was
going to do &
what kind of
opportunities
God was going
to provide before
he left on his trip?

» No. Philippians
4:9, expanded &
explained:

“The things you have
learned as a disciple
and received from me
your teacher and heard
from me and seen as
reality in me, you must
put into practice by
reason of your eternal
position in Christ, and
as you do so, the God
of peace will be with
you, so as to provide
every resource - His
life - for your doing so.”



[image: image8.png]Acts 8:27-28; ‘eunuch’ in 27, 34,

36, 38, 39; ‘Greeks" John 12:20 © Court official:

_ _ head of the royal
Who is this guy?  treasury, made
physical eunuchs

» Candace? Actually
a title: Kandaké,
which translates

» Ethiopian: from the
kingdom of Meroe,
(aka Kush or Nubia)

south of Egypt & as ‘queen’, which

Roman Empire is who she was, but
* Eunuch: likely was named Amanitare
physically castrated  (reigning AD 25-41).

This eunuch was likely a God-fearing Gentile,
who had been to Jerusalem to worship, & was
headed home to Ethiopia (kingdom of Meroe).
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Another Ethiopian eunuch, 586 BC

» Ethiopia (aka
‘Cush’), which
had a long history
of interactions with
the Jews in the
centuries before
this account in
Acts chapter 8,
some favorable
& some not, but...

In Jeremiah 38:1-16
we read of another
Ethiopian eunuch,
Ebed-Melech, who
rescued Jeremiah
the prophet from a
horrible mud-pit.

In Jeremiah 39:15-18
God promised to
rescue Ebed-Melech.



[image: image10.png]Isaiah 56:3-5 On
Foreigners & Eunuchs
In The Millennial Kingdom & On Into Eternity

Let not the foreigner who has joined himself

to the Lord say, "The Lord will surely separate
me from His people." Nor let the eunuch say,
"Behold, | am a dry tree." 4 For thus says the
Lord, "To the eunuchs who keep My sabbaths,
And choose what pleases Me, and hold fast My
covenant, 5 To them [ will give in My house and
within My walls a memorial, and a name better
than that of sons and daughters; | will give them
an everlasting name which will not be cut off."
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Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go up and join

by miraculous communication

this chariot.” 30 Philip ran up and heard him
a covered wagon

reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, "Do you
reading likely from a Greek scroll of Isaiah
understand what you are reading?" 31 And

4 question inviting the eunuch to ask for Philip’s help
he said, "Well, how could I, unless someone

guides me?" And he invited Philip to come
not saved, yet
up and sit with him. <«in the covered wagon
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“The Spirit said to Philip”

» The Spirit said to * Inourown era,
Philip to go up & since the time of
join this chariot. the Lord’s apostles

+ |s this the way that & prophets, the
the Lord reveals primary & central
truth to us today, means of God’s
& should we now special revelation
expect & pursue to believers is in &
that means of through the written

communication? word of God.



[image: image13.png]Acts 6:1-7; 8:29-31; Isaiah 53:7-8

‘Reading Isaiah the Prophet”

* The text of Acts » The evidence of
says that Philip God’s specific
heard the eunuch direction in this
reading aloud the event includes:

words from Isaiah, . philip was a Jew of
& apparently Philip Greek language &

recognized the cultural background
passage right who recognized the
away. words from Isaiah.

Philip met the eunuch at precisely the right time
for Philip to present the good news from Isaiah!
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“Do you understand
what you are reading?”

« In this case, the « We have a similar
eunuch did not issue among us in
understand what ourown culture &in
he was reading, the body of Christ.
& welcomed Phlllp « \We also need to
into his chariot - understand what
acovered wagon— e are reading &

to explain the words  hearing from the

he was reading out word of God, &
loud in the wagon. our need for it!



[image: image15.png]Acts 8:29-31

“Unless someone
guides me”

» Though the exact
same Greek word
was used by Christ
to say that the Holy
Spirit would guide
the apostles into
all the truth (John
16:13), this man
was not yet a
believer in Christ!

< This African eunuch

recognized his own
need for someone
to guide him
through the
meaning of

this very special
Old Testament
passage from

the book of Isaiah.

Philip will lead
this eunuch to
eternal salvation
through Christ!



[image: image16.png]Acts 8:32-33 quoting from Isaiah 53.7-8

Now the passage of Scripture which he was

reading was this: [from Greek Old Testament]

"He was led as a sheep to slaughter;
Jesus

And as a lamb before its shearer is silent,

So He does not open his mouth.
Matt 27:12; Mark 15:5; Luke 23:9; John 19:9

33 in humiliation his judgment was taken away;

Who will relate his generation? For his life is

removed from the earth."”



[image: image17.png]Acts 8:32-33; Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Romans 6:1-10

God inspired Isaiah

» This passage in
Isaiah presentsthe
death of Christ for
our sins, & the burial
& the resurrection of
Christ, as well as
eternal life there-
after! What a
marvelous
revelation!

We find that this
passage in Isaiah

is either quoted or
referenced in Luke
22:37 &1 Peter 2:25.

Later, we find that
we in the body of
Christ are identified
with Christ’'s death,
burial & resurrection.
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The eunuch answered Philip and said, "Please
eager

tell me, of whom does the prophet say this? Of

himself or of someone else?" 35 Then Philip
Jesus, of course!

opened his mouth, and beginning from this

Scripture he preached Jesus to him.
he ‘good newsed’ the Jesus
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The eunuch has questions!

¢ The eunuch does ¢ The eunuch knows

not just ask Philip that he doesn’t have
to answer his good the answers about
question, but rather this passage in
he asks, “Please Isaiah, but he does
tell me...” know some of the

« This eunuch really right questions to
wants to know the ask, at least for the

truth, & he regards ~ start of obtaining
the Scripture. the answers!
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Philip has answers!
» God has led Philip  * And Philip was led

to the eunuch for by the Holy Spirit to
this specific time ask the eunuch the
& to this place, right question & he
among many was right there to

possible others. answer the eunuch.

Philip went from the revelation of God in the
Scriptures to the specific understanding
& application so that the eunuch could
come to know Christ - personally!




[image: image21.png]Acts 8:36-37

As they went along the road they came to some

water; and the eunuch said, "Look! Water! What

prevents me from being baptized?" 37 [And
an important clue to who this man is!

Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart,

you may." And he answered and said, "l believe

that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."] €. 37 slide



[image: image22.png]Acts 8:36-37; Deuteronomy 23:1 .
Y2« Thatis why the

Whatprevents me...?  eunuch would have

. One of the reasons ~ 2Sked the question:
why it appears that What prevents_me
this eunuch was a from being baptized?”

God-fearing Gentile + The Law of Moses
was that the African said that he could

eunuch’s ca_stration not be baptized as
prevented him from a Gentile convert to

being a convert to Judai h
Judaism, which udaism, however...

kept him from * He could be baptized
being baptized. as abelieverin Christ!



[image: image23.png]Acts 8:37; Mark 16:9-20;
John 7:53-8:11, et al

Is Acts 8:37
Scripture?

¢ There are a number

of places in the
New Testament,

in Bible versions
translated after the
KJV, which contain
notes, brackets [],
etc. which deny that
certain phrases or
passages are valid.

Upon further
investigation, a
number of those
notes & brackets
are oversimplified,
& do not reflect all
of the evidence that
is available to us.

Acts 8:37 is one of
those, even though
there are a few early
church fathers who
quoted the verse as
if it were Scripture.




[image: image24.png]Acts 8:38

And he ordered the chariot to stop; and they
having authority

both went down into the water, Philip as well
in order for Philip to baptize the eunuch

as the eunuch, and he baptized him.
Philip baptized the eunuch
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Stop!

* The eunuch, having + Philip baptized the
the authority of the eunuch in the water
treasurer, ordered that was visible
the chariot — a there along the
covered wagon — roadway where
to stop where the they traveled.
water for baptism « Philip did this
was evident & with the eunuch
visible to them as he had done

all - including Philip. in Samaria.
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When they came up out of the water, the Spirit
having completed baptism

of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the

compare 1 Thessalonians 4:17

eunuch no longer saw him, but went on his way

rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus,
eternally saved by faith & baptized to picture the salvation

and as he passed through he kept preaching
Philip passed through the cities ‘good newsing’

the gospel to all the cities until he came to

Caesarea. he established his home & had a family
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The Spirit snatched Philip!

* The word that is * There is no
used for snatching evidence that Philip
Philip here is the anticipated being
exact same word snatched, nor that
as is used for the the eunuch was
rapture in the 1 expecting to have
Thessalonians Philip be snatched
4:13-18. away.

Philip was brought to the Ethiopian eunuch
in one way & left him in another way!
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Went on his
way rejoicing

» The Ethiopian
eunuch went on his
way rejoicing - why?
He now had the
complete accept-
ance in Christ that
he had never had
under the Law of
Moses, as a eunuch
(Deuteronomy 23:1).

* He could not be

baptized into the
Jewish faith as a
eunuch, but now
had been baptized
by Philip into the
name of the Father,
Son & Holy Spirit,
as a picture of his
spiritual baptism.

* And... he was

saved eternally
by faith in Christ,
the Son of God!



[image: image29.png]Acts 8:4-40; 21:8

Great lessons & examples for us!

+ Philip started out » Philip was led by

chapter 8 among the Holy Spirit to
the Samaritans, this eunuch & was
an ‘outcast group’. taken away by

« Philip was directed another means
by the Holy Spirit entirely.
in leading this +» Philip ended this
eunuch to salvation, path of the Spirit’s
which could not guidance in

happen under Law. Caesarea.
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