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Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder
4 Hebrew: Shaul maximum persecution

against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
believers in the body of Christ

high gh)riest, 2 and asked for letters from him
Caiaphas of authority A
to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if

traditional assemblies of the Jews may be'the case

he found any belonging to the Way, both
y ging Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 24:14, 22

men and women, he might bring them
destroying believers households

bound to Jerusalem. to stand trial & to kill them
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"I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia,
but brou?ht up in this city, educated under
Gamaliel, strictly according to the law of our
fathers, being zealous for _odv{'/ust as you all
are today. 4 [ persecuted this %y to the death,
binding and putting both men and women into
EFISOHS, 5 as also the high priest and all the
ouncil of the elders can testify. From them |
also received letters to the brethren, and started
off for Damascus in order to bring even those
who were there to Jerusalem as prisoners to
be punished.”
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‘The Way’

John 14:6
Jesus said to him [Thomas the doubter],
"I AM the Way, and
the Truth, and
the Life;
no one comes to the Father but through Me.
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"So then, | thought to myself that | had to do
many things hostile to the name of Jesus of
Nazareth. 10 And this is just what | did in
Jerusalem; not only did | lock up many of the
saints in prisons, having received authority
from the chief priests, but also when they were
being put to death | cast my vote against them.
11 And as | punished them often in all the
synagogues, | tried to force them to blaspheme
[death penalty]; and being furiously enraged at
them, | kept pursuing them even to foreign
cities."
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Disciples
of the Lord

» These are church
age disciples of the

Lord, who are called

that from Acts 6 to
Acts 21.

» Jesus Himself had
commanded to
‘make disciples’
up to the end of
the church age.

» Jesus’ disciples are

called to continually
abide in Him, so to
have intimate & con-
tinuing dependence
upon Him, & so to
bear much fruit, &
so prove to be His
disciples — learning
directly from Him!

Though the word is
the same as found
in the gospels, the
meaning is different!
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Reaching out with chains!

» Saul had begun by + So Saul sought &

initiating a severe took letters from
persecution in & Caiaphas to the
around the City synagogues in the
of Jerusalem, City of Damascus,
but now Saul or at the very least,
was ‘widening the that’s what Saul
net’ to include other thought he was
cities, like he did doing as he & others

with Damascus. began this journey
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As he was traveling, it happened that he was
A to Damascus Acts 26:13 midday

approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light

A so, much closer to Damascus than Jerusalem

from heaven flashed around him; 4 and he fell
Acts 22:11: glory, Acts 26:13 brighter than the sun

to the ground and heard a voice saying to him,
Acts 26:14 all of them saw the briughtness & all fell

"Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?"
double name, Hebrew pattern of emphasis




[image: image11.png]Acts 9:3-4; 22;11; 26; 13-14

Brightness & glory

» The brightness that + But only Saul
was greater than understood the
the sun came upon voice that they heard.
all of them. « And only Saul

* They all fell to the saw the Lord —the
ground, along with others did not see
Saul. what Saul saw!

We are not told explicitly what happened
with them, nor what their reaction was to the
incomparable brightness & glory of the light,

nor the voice that they heard.
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Why are you persecuting Me?

» \We have read so » But no matter how
far in Acts that Saul intense, destructive,
began persecuting or extensive the
believers in & persecution, Christ
around Jerusalem, took it personally.
both men & women, . The body of Christ
so he tore apart is indeed His body
whole households & He is not aloof

of believers. from His body.
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And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" And He

Saul does not know the Lord!

said, "l am Jesus whom you are persecuting,
T AM Jesus Saul persecuted believers

6 but get up and enter the city, and it will be
the City of Damascus

told you what you must do."
when you have entered
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Who are you, Lord?

» Saul did not know * Sowhy did Saul say,
who it was who was ‘Who are you, Lord?’

speaking to him, He likely believed it
so he asks ‘Who was God, but he
are you?’ was confused!

If we have believed that Christ died for our sins,
was buried, & rose again, then we have already
been introduced. We are already on familiar
terms with the three persons of the Godhead
(Father, Son & Holy Spirit) & can address God
with familiarity & intimacy.
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| AM Jesus

» Jesus’ response * From Acts 22:8, we
was not just | am also can add that
Jesus, but | AM Jesus identified
Jesus! Himself as Jesus

« These were words the Nazarene, so
that implied His there would be no
deity, that He was doubt about who
on the same level He was, confusing
& of the same him with another

essence as God. called Jesus.
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The men who traveled with him stood
the City of Damascus

speechless, hearing the voice but

seeing no one.
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The men who traveled with him

» We are not told
explicitly who it was
who traveled with
him nor how many.

» But apparently they
heard a voice, &
we have this insight
from Acts 22:11,
that these men did
not understand it.

So these men
heard a sound like
a voice, but did not
understand the
specific content

of what was said.

At the same time,
they did not see
anyone nor did they
see what Saul saw.



[image: image20.png]Acts 9:8-9

Saul got up from the ground, and though his

eyes were open, he could see nothing; and
perfect tense physically 4

leading him by the hand, they brought him into

Damascus. 9 And he was three days without
the City of Damascus

sight, and neither ate nor drank.
blind, fasting without water
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Saul, the blind man who saw

» Saul was the only » But for three days,

one who saw the after Saul saw what
Lord Jesus on that no other could see,
day, midday, on the & heard what no
road to Damascus, other could hear,
as they drew near he could not see

to the city. physically.

The others, though they had no idea what was
said to Saul, nor what or who he saw, had sight
enough to take Saul in to the city.
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Saul fasted slowly, for three days

+ |t says that Saul, ¢ This doesn’t seem
in addition to being to be out of a direct
blind for three days, order to refrain from
did not take in water  eating or drinking,

or anything else to but rather out of
drink, nor did he eat Saul having been
anything for those overwhelmed by

same three days. this vision from God.



[image: image23.png]1 Corinthians 15:9, 10

For | am the least of the apostles, and not fit to
be called an apostle, because | persecuted the
church of God. 10 But by the grace of God |
am what | am, and His grace toward me did not
prove vain; but | labored even more than all of
them, yet not |, but the grace of God with me.



[image: image24.png]Galatians 1:13, 15,16a

For you have heard of my former manner of life
in Judaism, how | used to persecute the church
of God beyond measure and tried to destroy
it;... 15 But when God, who had set me apart
even from my mother's womb and called me
through His grace, was pleased 16 to reveal
His Son in me so that | might preach Him
among the Gentiles,



[image: image25.png]1 Timothy 1:12-16

| thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has
strengthened me, because He considered me
faithful, putting me into service, 13 even though
| was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor
and a violent aggressor. Yet | was shown mercy
because | acted ignorantly in unbelief; 14 and
the grace of our Lord was more than abundant,
with the faith and love which are found in Christ
Jesus. 15 It is a trustworthy statement,
deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, among
whom | am foremost of all. 16 Yet for this
reason | found mercy, so that in me as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His
perfect patience as an example for those who
would believe in Him for eternal life.
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