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Now there was a disciple at Damascus named
Christian definition A the ancient city

Ananias; and the Lord said to him in a vision,
A Only in Acts chapters 9 & 22 common A in Acts

"Ananias." And he said, "Here | am, Lord."




[image: image3.png]Acts 9:10; John 15:1-8;
Ephesians 4:20

The disciples

» The word ‘disciple’
(& related words in
the New Testament)
has a specific mean-
ing in the church,
the body of Christ,
that is not the same
meaning as is found
in the four gospels.

» With the exception
of two places in
Acts, ‘disciple’ or
‘disciples’ refers
to those who are
Christians (Acts
9:25; 19:1; 11:26).

* But we who are
believers in Christ
are called to be His
disciples, knowing
Him intimately, &
depending upon &
learning from Him.
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The City of Damascus

* Damascus was * But Damascus
an ancient city, had a significant
first mentioned in number of Jews,
Genesis 14 & 15, & many Christians
during the life of had fled there since
Abraham, about the persecution had
4000 years ago. begun in April 35 AD.

The many Christians fleeing there had drawn
the seething rage of Saul, & the Christians there
somehow knew that Saul was coming for them.




[image: image5.png]Acts 9:10; see Supplement
Introducing the Silk Road trade

« Here with the * Most of the books of
mention of the the New Testament
City of Damascus, have some impact
we will introduce the from the Silk Road
importance of the trade, including the
Silk Road trade middle of the Book
on the content & of Acts, but starting
background of the with the Book
New Testament. of Matthew.

Damascus, Antioch & Tarsus were major cities
in the eastern Roman Empire along
the Silk Road trade routes.
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What?! A vision, again?!

* We read in the * None of the 27
Book of Acts of a books of the New
number of visions, Testament had been
spread over a few written until about a
decades of time. decade after Christ

« But why does Dr. had ascended.

Luke record so « And, visions made
many visions in people do what they
the book of Acts? would not usually do.

God used visions, dreams & angels in Acts.




[image: image7.png]Acts 9:10 * What we are going

to see, however, is

Ananias that this otherwise
unknown man call-
+ Aside from this ed Ananias was
chapter in the book chosen by the
of Acts & a brief Lord to have a

reference to him as radical impact
Saul-turned-to-Paul  ©on the course of

tells us about his ‘spiritual history’.
dramatic conversion + How did Ananias
in chapter 22, we have such a radical
know nothing more impact? Ananias

about Ananias. believed the Lord.
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And the Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the
direct command
street called Straight, and inquire at the house
called ‘Straight’
of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for
Onlyin Acts 9:11, 30; 11:25; 21:39; 22:3

he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a
Saul is praying! another one!? A
man named Ananias come in and lay his hands
notice the details given to Saul & Ananias, per Dr. Luke
on him, so that he might regain his sight."
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But Ananias answered, "Lord, | have heard from
well-known

many about this man, how much harm he did to
Saul 4

Your saints at Jerusalem:; 14 and here he has
Acts 7:54- 8:3; 9:1-6

authority from the chief priests to bind all who
Ananias has an amazing level of inside detail!

call on Your name."
on Saul’s authorization & mission!
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Your saints
» This is the only « However, ‘saint’, or
reference to church ‘saints’ is used for all
age believers as who are saved by faith
“Your saints” in of all times & people
the entire New groups (Gentiles, or
Testament. Jews, or the Church).

While we will see the term ‘saint’ applied to
church age believers in Acts chapters 9 & 22, the
letters from Paul (once Saul), often has ‘saints’.
The word translated ‘saints’ means ‘holy ones’ —
those set apart for a righteous & godly purpose.
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But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen

instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the

A or vessel who He is & what He has done
Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; 16
A A A

for | will show him how much he must suffer for
A or ‘forewarn’

My name's sake."
who He is & what He has done




[image: image14.png]Acts 9:15-16; Romans 1:16; 2: 9, 10

Gentiles & kings
& the sons of Israel

e Saul, laterto * He would also
become Paul be given the
the apostle, was opportunity to
the apostle sent present the gospel
to the Gentiles to those in political
(Romans 1:5; authority (Acts

Galatians 1:15,16). 23:23 10 26:32).

And whenever he would go in the Gentile lands,
his first priority was to tell the gospel to the Jews
in these Gentile lands, then tell the Gentiles.
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‘I will show him how much
he must suffer for My name's sake”

* Of the six times * Most of those times
the word that is this word is clearly
translated ‘show’ meaning ‘forewarn’,
occurs in the New or‘warnin advance’.
Testament, Dr. « We'll see how that
Luke wrote five ‘warning in advance’
of them. occurs in Acts.

Dr. Luke & Saul-turned-Paul both record
the sufferings of Paul & the rest of the apostles.
All of the apostles suffered for the name of Christ.
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So Ananias departed and entered the
A Only in Acts chapters 9 & 22

house, and after laying his hands on him said,
Ananias did this first — then talked

"Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to
Ananias knew these details because of the vision

you on the road by which you were coming, has
confirmation: Who are you, Lord?

sent me so that you may regain your sight and
after three days of blindness

be filled with the Holy Spirit."

since Saul was, by then, a believer




[image: image19.png]Acts 9:18-19a
And immediately there fell from his eyes

something like scales, and he regained his
as the Lord had told both Saul & Ananias

sight, and he got up and was baptized; 19

as a picture of his salvation & identification

and he took food and was strengthened.
ending his three day fast: Acts 9:9
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When was Saul a believer?

» Was Saul a believer + But by the time

& was he saved that Ananias comes
when the Lord to Saul he is to be
Jesus confronted baptized & receive
him on the road the Holy Spirit.
to Damascus? « These say that

» There is nothing Saul was a believer
to indicate that he by this time, & that
believed right then he was saved by

& was saved. faith forever!
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Can you imagine?

« Saul had left * Now, in a matter of
Jerusalem with a few days Saul is
letters from those confronted by the
in authority with very One these
every intent to people of the Way
eradicate those are believing, & now
who believed in he is one of them!
Jesus Christ — « And to find out his
Killing them all! past & his future!

Chosen! Apostle to the Gentiles, kings & Jews!
Forewarned about how he must suffer for Jesus!
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What will it take?
Is it ‘God’s job’ to make life easy?

» After reading ¢ Also, this account
the account of brings into question
the confrontation & whether it is God’s
conversion of Saul, job to make life
one wonders what easy for everyone,

it will take for some & to make smooth
to become believers transitions for all of
ortoreturnto fellow- us for all of life —
ship with the Lord... it is not His ‘job™!
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Saul was filled with the Holy Spirit & ...

» We see multiple » We have offered a
instances in the one page supple-
Book of Acts of ment that address-
believers who es Acts chapters 2,
receive or are 8, 10 & 19 about
filled with the receiving the Holy
Holy Spirit after Spirit, & we read
the time when that Saul was filled
they believe. with the Spirit.

No sound of wind, tongues of fire, speaking
in tongues, etc.; no fixed pattern for the Spirit.
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