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[image: image2.png]Acts 9:19b-20

Now for several days he was with the disciples
Saul 4 church body definition

who were at Damascus, 20 and immediately he

the ancient city A right after Ananias came

began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues,
the Jesus  Jewish gathering places

saying, "He is the Son of God."
the Son of the God



[image: image3.png]Acts 9:10; John 15:1-8;
Ephesians 4:20

The disciples

» The word ‘disciple’
(& related words in
the New Testament)
has a specific mean-
ing in the church,
the body of Christ,
that is not the same
meaning as is found
in the four gospels.

» With the exception
of two places in
Acts, ‘disciple’ or
‘disciples’ refers
to those who are
Christians (Acts
9:25; 19:1; 11:26).

* But we who are
believers in Christ
are called to be His
disciples, knowing
Him intimately, &
depending upon &
learning from Him.
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All those hearing him continued to be amazed,
emphatic

and were saying, "Is this not he who in
the he = the specific one

Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this
again only in Galatians 1:13, 23

name, and who had come here for the purpose

of bringing them bound before the chief
a death penalty trial

priests?" head of the Sanhedrin, or Council
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Amazed

« The Greek text here * The Greek text says
does not convey emphatically that
that the Jews who the Jews listening
were listening to to Saul were very,
Saul proclaim Jesus ~ very amazed!
as the Messiah * We might say that
were just mildly these Jews were
or somewhat floored — they were
amazed. just blown away!

They found it hard to even imagine that Saul the
Persecutor-in-chief had become, in aninstant, the
Preacher-of-belief — in the name of Jesus Christ!
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But Saul kept increasing in strength and

permanent long-term residents W

confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus
A onlyin Acts 2:6; 9:22; 19:32; 21:27, 31

by proving* that this Jesus is the Christ.
The Messiah

* bringing together so as to instruct
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katoiketerion or katoikeo

Lived & dwelt

» Take special note
of this word ‘lived’
or ‘dwelt’ (KJV) in
the book of Acts
& elsewhere.

¢ This form of the
word is used for
longer-term
residents.

* The very same

word, or related
words, are is used
in Ephesians 2:22,
“...in Whom you
also are being built
togetherinto a
dwelling of God

in the Spirit.”
Ephesians 3:17,
“...Christ may dwell
in your hearts
through faith...”
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The Messiah!

¢ The Jews in the e So Saul, who had
lands outside of been raised & had
Israel were not been intensively
Sadducees, but trained as a
were all of the Pharisee, was
Pharisee view- now saying that
point if they were this Jesus was
of any viewpoint! the Messiah!

The Messiah had been promised since long ages
ago, &most ofthe Jews did not believe that Jesus
was the fulfillment of those many prophecies.
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When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted

only here within Acts

together to do away with him, 24 but their plot

a favorite expression of Dr. Luke

became known to Saul. They were also watch-
was made known in the NT, with evil intent

ing the gates day and night so that they might
247

put him to death; 25 but his disciples took him

Saul’s disciples: unique in the entire New Testament

by night and let him down through an opening

defensive niche or possibly a window
in the wall, lowering him in a large basket.




[image: image12.png]2 Corinthians 11:32-33

In Damascus the ethnarch under Aretas the
king was guarding the city of the Damascenes
in order to seize me, 33 and | was let down in
a basket through a window in the wall, and so
escaped his hands.
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When he came to Jerusalem, he was trying to
possibly travelling & entering by himself

associate with the disciples; but they were all
other believers in Christ: Acts definition

afraid of him, not believing that he was a

disciple.

a believer in Christ: Acts definition
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But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him
Acts 4:36-15:39

to the apostles and described to them how he
the twelve

had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had
Jesus to Damascus Jesus

talked to him, and how at Damascus he had
Saul in the synagogues

spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.
Who He is & what He has done
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And he was with them, moving about freely in
Saul was with the apostles & other disciples

Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the name of
same words as in verse 27

the Lord. 29 And he was talking and arguing

with the Hellenistic Jews; but they were
Jews of Greek language & cultural background

attempting to put him to death.

same word as in verses 23 & 24: ‘do away’
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But when the brethren learned of it, they
the brethren = the disciples = the church

brought him down to Caesarea and sent him
the port city on the northern coast of Israel

away™* to Tarsus.
A Saul’s home city, out of the districts
of Jerusalem, Damascus or Caesarea

* sent for a special purpose




[image: image19.png]Acts 9:30 The brethren =

The disciples =
The church

+ The term ‘disciples’ ¢ The term ‘church’
was first used in was first used in
Acts 6:1 to refer Acts 5:11 to refer
to the believers in to the believers in
Christ, & the term the body of Christ.
‘brethren’ was first * Each term has its
used in Acts 6:3 own nuance, but
to refer to the they are synonyms
believers in Christ. in the book of Acts.

Brethren, disciples & church are
all three used in this passage (Acts 9:19b-31).
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So the church* throughout all Judea and Galilee
Judea, Galilee & Samaria were all parts of Israel

and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and
as opposed to persecution; Colossians 2:7; 1 Peter 2:5

going on in the fear of the Lord and in the
fear: ultimate respect

comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to
comfort of the Comforter: John 14:16, 26, 15:26; 16:7

increase. growth in numbers resumed

*that is, the brethren = the disciples, Acts definition
=the believers in Christ



[image: image21.png]Galatians 1:13-17

For you have heard of my former manner of life
in Judaism, how | used to persecute the church
of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it;
14 and | was advancing in Judaism beyond
many of my contemporaries among my
countrymen, being more extremely zealous for
my ancestral traditions. 15 But when God, who
had set me apart even from my mother's womb
and called me through His grace, was pleased
16 to reveal His Son in me so that | might preach
Him among the Gentiles, | did not immediately
consult with flesh and blood, 17 nor did | go up
to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before
me; but | went away to Arabia, and returned
once more to Damascus.
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An Acts 6:8 to 9:30 timeline
(all dates are AD, of course)

» Stephen martyred (Acts 6:8-7:60)  April 35
» Paul’s conversion (Acts 9:1-7) Summer 35

» Paul in Damascus & Arabia (Acts 9:8-25;
Galatians 1:16-17)
Summer 35-early Summer 37

» Paul in Jerusalem, first visit (Acts 9:26-29;
Galatians 1:18-20) Summer 37

» Paul went to Tarsus & Syria-Cilicia area
(Acts 9:30; Galatians 1:21) Autumn 37



[image: image23.png]Acts 9:19a-31; Galatians
1:13-17; Ephesians 1:3-4

Points to ponder

+ Ifyouwere Ananias,
would you have
believed Christ?

* You are a believer
in Christ, so you
are called to be His
disciple, one of the
brethren & part of
the church, the
body of Christ.

* Have you
considered what
each of those
means?

¢ Saul later wrote that
he had been set
apart from his
mother's womb, &
even chosen in
Christ before the
foundation of the
world, even though
it took him years to
realize these things.
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