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In the beginning, there
were no chapters & verses

* When the authors of < After others tried
the Bible (about 40 putting breaks in
of them, writing over  the Bible books,
about 1500 years of  Stephen Langton
time) wrote, they did  put in the chapter
not write with any of  breaks that we
the chapter or verse use now (Vulgate:
breaks in the books. 1204-1205).

The start of putting verse breaks in the Bible began
by Reformers in 1550, firstin the Greek text.
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Acts chapter 9 is
a great example, sort of

« Acts 9:1-31 is about + Acts 9:19a fits best
the conversion of a with the material

Jew named Saul, that is before it,
later to become & 19b fits best with
the apostle Paul. the material that

. Acts 9:32-43, how- is written after it.

ever, is about Peter, < Interpretations &

& fits better with the applications should
content of chapter not be made based
10, also about Peter.  onchapters & verses.
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V¥ aka Simon or Cephas (Aramaic: Kephas)
Now as Peter was traveling through all those
Acts 9:31; Judea & Galilee & Samaria = Israel

regions, he came down also to the saints who
first time in Acts: the set apart ones

lived at Lydda. 33 There he found a man
A modern Lod: includes Tel Aviv Int’l Airport

named Aeneas, who had been bedridden
‘a man’, possibly not a believer, yet

eight years, for he was paralyzed.




[image: image4.png]Acts 9:32-33  The disciples =
The brethren =|the saints

The church =

+ The term ‘disciples’ ¢ The term ‘church’
was first used in was first used in
Acts 6:1 to refer Acts 5:11 to refer
to the believers in to the believers in
Christ, & the term the body of Christ.
‘brethren’ was first e Each term has its
used in Acts 6:3 own nuance, but
to refer to the they are synonyms
believers in Christ. in the book of Acts.

Starting with Acts chapter 9, ‘saints’ is used as
a synonym for disciples, brethren, the church.
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» Bedridden for eight
Aeneas years, because he
was a paralytic.

« We know this about - (Wheelchairs were

Aeneas: :
; not invented for use
* In Lydda, 25 miles by paralytics until
from Jerusalem. 1595, for Philip 11
* A man, named of Spain, except in
Aeneas, possibly China they were
not a Christian first invented in

believer, yet. 525 AD).
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Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals
= ‘in the name of Jesus’

you; get up and make your bed." Immediately

he got up. 35 And all who lived at Lydda and
long-term residents A the city
Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord.

the surrounding plain A a special word in Acts:
‘turn from & towards,

ending in faith or belief’
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Jesus Christ heals you

» This set of words » But it may have
would have been been important to
equivalent to “in convey that it was
the name of Jesus”, Jesus Christ who
as Peter used with actually did the

the lame man back healing, rather

in Acts 3:6, & this is than Aeneas or
the only time that others viewing the
these words are healing as Peter’s
used & recorded. accomplishment.
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katoiketerion or katoikeo

All who lived

» Take special note
of this word ‘lived’
or ‘dwelt’ (KJV) in
the book of Acts
& elsewhere.

¢ This form of the
word is used for
longer-term
residents.

* The very same

word, or related
words, are used

in Ephesians 2:22,
“...in Whom you
also are being built
togetherinto a
dwelling of God

in the Spirit.”
Ephesians 3:17,
“...Christ may dwell
in your hearts
through faith...”
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Turn, turned, turning or return

» This is another very
special word that is
used a number of
times in the book

of Acts (epistrephd).

It is translated ‘turn’,
‘turned’, ‘turning’ or
‘return’ in the book

of Acts, &in Acts the

word includes ‘faith’.

« One of the critical
reasons for us to
recognize the full
definition of this
word is that we
must recognize
that faith (aka
‘believing’) is
essential to
being saved.
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‘Turned
to the Lord’

* The words ‘turned
to the Lord’ in Acts
9:35 are very
important to
understand in
full, including that
these people turned
to the Lord in belief
in the full biblical
gospel.

* This word does not
just mean that these
people committed to
doing all of the right
Christian things to
do!

* It means that they
turned from where
they placed their
faith before & the
lifestyle that went
with it, to faith in
the gospel & the
lifestyle that fits it.
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Now in Joppa there was a disciple named
the city only female form of ‘disciple’ in the NT

Tabitha (which translated in Greek is called
A Gazelle’
Dorcas); this woman was abounding with
A ‘Gazgelle’ literally ‘full of A
deeds of kindness and charity which she
good & merciful giving to the poor
continually did. 37 And it happened at that time

that she fell sick and died; and when they had

by tradition W similar to where the Last Supper was held
washed her body, they laid it in an upper room.




[image: image15.png]Joshua 19:46; 2 Chronicles 2:16; Ezra 3:7; Jonah 1:3
Acts 9:36, 38, 42, 43; Acts 105, 8, 23, 32; 11:5, 13

Joppa
» Joppa is mentioned + From Acts 9:36 to
a few times in the 11:13, the city of
Old Testament. Joppa will continue
« Itis the port through ~ to be very pivotal to
which the timbers Dr. Luke’s account
for both the first & in Acts, so we will
second temples continue to mention
were brought to Joppa as well in our

Jerusalem. tour through Acts.



[image: image16.png]Acts 9:36-37 « John 13:35, "By

this all men will

Disciples know that you are
My disciples, if
you have love for
* John 15:5."...he one another.“

who abides in Me « We are Christ's

and | in him, he disciples, & that

bears much fruit..." looks like abiding
15:8, "My Father is & our intimate

glorified by this, that dependence upon
you bear much fruit,  Him & loving
and so prove to be one another in

My disciples." the body of Christ.
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Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples,
about 12 miles away Christian believers

having heard that Peter was there, sent two
verb form of ‘apostle’: ‘special messenger’

men to him, imploring him, "Do not delay in

coming to us."
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So Peter arose and went with them. When he

arrived, they brought him into the upper room;
the one where Tabitha / Dorcas had been laid

and all the widows stood beside him, weeping
which may reveal the focus of her ministry

and showing all the tunics and garments that
a variety of clothing items

Dorcas used to make while she was with them.
A her Greek name
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But Peter sent them all out and knelt down
literally, ‘bowed the knee’

and prayed, and turning to the body, he said,
knelt down & prayed before healing

"Tabitha, arise." And she opened her eyes,
A her Aramaic name

and when she saw Peter, she sat up.
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And he gave her his hand and raised her up;
in parallel with her own sitting up

and calling the saints and widows, he
again — only three times in Acts

presented her alive.
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[image: image22.png]Luke 7:11-17; 1 Kings 17:17-24; 2 Kings 4:35; 13:21, etc.
Acts 9:32-43

Resurrections in the Bible

* Nine individuals + At least three
in Scripture are individuals were
clearly presented raised from the
in the Bible as dead by Jesus.
being raised « Both Peter & Paul
from the dead. raised a person

+ Of these nine from the dead.
resurrections, « But most important
three occur in the of all, Jesus himself

Old Testament. was resurrected.
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It became known all over Joppa, and many

believed in the Lord. 43 And Peter stayed

compare to ‘turned to the Lord’

many days in Joppa with a tanner named
much to say about verse 43!

Simon.
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Acts 1:5; 9:23, 43; 13:31; 16:18; 18:18; 25:14; 27:7, 20

About how long is ‘many days’?

* In the entire New * ‘Not many days’ in
Testament the term Acts 1:5 & Acts 2:4
‘many days’ is only is May 14, & May

used by Dr. Luke, 24 33 AD: 10 days.
&onlyonceinthe .« ‘Many days’ in Acts
gospel of Luke, & 13:31 is 40 days.

only nine times in

the book of Acts, o0, 2pout 40 days

is ‘a likely estimate’.
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A tanner named Simon

e Tannerswere, under ¢ The location of

Jewish tradition, a
debatable trade.

* They were, after all,
handling the skin of
a dead animal body.

* But Peter & John
had already gone to
the Samaritans, who
were ‘unsaveable’.

the house of Simon
the Tanner is not
absolutely certain,
but is most likely the
spot publicly noted
as the location.

Peter stayed there
at Simon’s house
for ‘many days’.



[image: image26.png]Acts 9:32-43 * So while we most

Peter's stewardship  certainly don’t have
& ours either qualifications

or assignment from
» Peter was entrusted Christ to be an

with his stewardship  apostle, God has

as an apostle of entrusted us with
Jesus Christ, a likely multiple
word which came stewardships.

with lots of special |, Tapitha / Dorcas

definition, given saw her steward-

to us in the New : ‘ .
ship as ‘clothing
Testament. for widows’.

All these stewardships are ‘grace-entrusted’!
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Was raising Tabitha
the only purpose for Peter to be in Joppa?

» On the surface, » \We're going to see
Peter’s central that Joppa was a
purpose for being place where Peter
called to Joppa would receive some
was to come to pivotal insights
raise Tabitha. impacting the

+ When he came he bringing of the
was not told of the gospel to the
other reasons to Gentiles, in

be in Joppa. Caesarea.
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I's only words...

¢ There are some
pivotal, powerful,
words in the book
of Acts that are
worthy of our
careful & prayerful
consideration as
we step our way
through this book.

e Petertold the

Jews on the day
of Pentecost to
‘repent and turn’....

Stephen ‘gazed
intently’ at Christ...

We believers are
called saints, the
church, disciples,
& brethren & each
one of those words
has doctrinal & life
significance for us.
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