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Recent Supplements

Previously: Today:
« Silk Road Map « Political Figures in
» Chronology of the New Testament
the Apostolic Age confirmed

« A New Testament

e Centurions in the
Era Map of the urions |

Roman Empire Gospels & in the

book of Acts
e The word ‘Turn’

inthe book of Acts * Ministries of the
» Were Christians Holy Spirit to the

really persecuted? believer
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Now there was a man at Caesarea named
Roman military colony & port city A

Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the
Cornelii fami Zamll]z A officer over about 80 soldiers

Italian cohort, 2 a devout man and one who
A ten cohorts equals a legion: 5,000 to 6, 000

feared God with all his household, and gave
A or ‘God-fearing’, as in Acts 10:22; 13:43; 17:4, 17

many alms to the Jewish people and prayed
literally, ‘the people’ =the Jews

to God continually. personal conversation with God
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A devout man and one who feared God

¢ The word ‘devout’ « Gentiles who feared

is used mostly by God or were God-
Dr. Luke & we’ll fearing were in a
see it againin spectrum from
this passage, sympathizers
which is the only with the Jews,
passage that uses to those who

‘devout’ to describe were devout,
any Gentiles — this to proselytes
is a special man! to Judaism.
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God-fearing
Gentiles

« The Pharisees were
‘missionary’ about
their beliefs, in that
they went to the
Jews who lived both
inside & outside of
Israel to teach them
about what we call
the Old Testament.

* And their appeal
was also to the
Gentiles, such
that the Gentiles
often knew some
basics of the Old
Testament.

« Some Gentiles were
persuaded by this.

» Dr. Luke was likely
once ‘a God-fearing
Gentile’.

We’ll encounter God-fearing Gentiles again in Acts.
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About the ninth hour of the day he clearly saw
about 3 o’clock in the afternoon

in a vision an angel of God who had just come
chapters 9-18  messenger from God

in and said to him, "Cornelius!" 4 And fixing his

very afraid W
gaze on him and being much alarmed, he said,
Acts 1:10; 3:4,12; 6:15; 7:55; 10:4; 11:6; 13:9; 14:9; 23:1
"What is it, Lord?" And he said to him, "Your
though it was an angel, he saw his words as from God
prayers and alms have ascended as a

memorial before God."
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"Now dispatch some men to Joppa and send
where Peter is A
for a man named Simon, who is also called
the apostle of Jesus
Peter; 6 he is staying with a tanner named

Simon, whose house is by the sea."
closer to the shore
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When the angel who was speaking to him had
left, he summoned two of his servants and a
devout soldier of those who were his personal

devout like Cornelius, also God-fearing
attendants, 8 and after he had explained

everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.
sent as special messengers:; 4 about 30

the verb form of ‘apostle’ miles south
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On the next day, as they were on their way and
after they started two servants & the devout soldier
approaching the city, Peter went up on the
Joppa
housetop about the sixth hour to pray.
about noontime
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\Typical home of the time
(especially Jewish home)
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On the next day, the sixth hour

» Zero hour in the * Since itwas 3
customs of that day o’clock the prior
would have been day when Cornelius
what we would call had seen the vision,
6 AM. & it was now about

+ So about the sixth noon the next day,
hour would have these three men
been about noon, had likely been
by our clock. walking all night!

Joppa was 30 miles from Caesarea.
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But he became hungry and was desiring to eat;

but while they were making preparations, he
Jewish food

fell into a trance;
generating a vision
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...and he saw the sky opened up, and an
same words as Stephen in Acts 7:56

object like a great sheet coming down, lowered

by four corners to the ground, 12 and there

were in it all kinds of four-footed animals and
both clean & unclean; Acts 11:6; Romans 1:23

crawling creatures of the earth and birds of

generally unclean
the air. both clean & unclean




[image: image14.png]A summary of the Jewish food laws
from Leviticus chapter 11

e Land animals had to both chew the cud &
have a split hoof

« Sea creatures had to have fins & scales

* Winged insects had to have jointed legs
to hop

+ Birds of prey & carrion, reptiles, & other
crawlers were off limits
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A voice came to him, "Get up, Peter, kill and
live animals

eat!" 14 But Peter said, "By no means, Lord,
Peter took the voice from heaven as that of God

for | have never eaten anything unholy and

unclean."

forbidden by the Law of Moses
in Leviticus chapter 11
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Again a voice came to him a second time,

"What God has cleansed, no longer consider
the 2" part of the first appearance

unholy." 16 This happened three times, and
the 1 & 2" things that were said

immediately the object was taken up into the

sky.

heaven
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Now while Peter was greatly perplexed in mind

as to what the vision which he had seen might
which came when he had fallen into a trance
be, behold, the men who had been sent by
as special messengers. perfect tense
Cornelius, having asked directions for Simon's
the tanner

house, appeared at the gate; 18 and calling
being considerate of the prohibitions re: Gentiles

out, they were asking whether Simon, who

was also called Peter, was staying there.
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While Peter was reflecting on the vision,
which came when he had fallen into a trance

the Spirit said to him, "Behold, three men are
two servants & a devout soldier: Gentiles!

looking for you. 20 But get up, go downstairs
from the rooftop

and accompany them without misgivings,
without any doubts

for | have sent them Myself."
as special messengers. perfect tense
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Who sent who?

» On the one hand * And we also know
we know that God that Cornelius did in
sent an angel to tell fact send the three
Cornelius to send men on as special
the men to bring messengers to look
Peter to talk to for Simon who is
them. called Peter.

Now we read that the Holy Spirit spoke to Peter,
telling Peter that, “| have sent them myself”.
This holds a great deal of insight for us!
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The Spirit did not leave Peter perplexed

» The Spirit moves » Peter was indeed
to communicate a perplexed by what
specific message the vision meant,
through various but the Holy Spirit
means, as we can made clear what
see in Scripture. needed to be clear.

It is not the intent nor the working of the Holy
Spirit that we should be perplexed about what
has been revealed to us & for us. While the
Spirit spoke directly to Peter, His personal work
was through others to send these men for Peter.
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Peter went down to the men and said, "Behold,
from the rooftop by outside stairs

| am the one you are looking for; what is the
as Peter had been told

reason for which you have come?"
Peter didn’t know yvet why they had been sent
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The Spirit will do His work

» The Spirit did reveal
some things to
Peter as soon as he
needed clarification
on those things.

e But Peter also had
to ask a question of
the men to find out
the next piece of
information.

Did Peter do that on
his own, or was that
a work of the Lord
for him to pursue
the next piece of
information?

It was the Lord’s
work through Him
that caused him to
ask the question.
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They said, "Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous
Gentile name & occupation

and God-fearing man well spoken of by the
Acts 2:10; 6:5; 8:27-39; 10:1-2; 10:22; 13:43: 17:4, 17
entire nation of the Jews, was divinely directed
by God!
by a holy angel to send for you to come to his

set apart messenger

house and hear a message from you." 23 So
spoken message A to be guests of the guest W
he invited them in and gave them lodging.
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Angels & visions & creatures, OH NO!

¢ Do the miraculous & + It's clear that God

the extraordinary
aspects of this
account — the
angel, & the
trance, a vision,

& the Holy Spirit
speaking - have
anything to say

to us here & now?

was putting together
something special,
using very special
communications

for this time of
transition.

But for us here &
now God’s primary
tool is His word [,
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From this passage

» The Holy Spirit will  » This passage is but

indeed work among
us, & He may well
use others to do
His work — that is
particularly the way
He will work among

us as a church body.
* The Law of Moses

is holy, righteous
& good (Romans
7:12).

the start of telling
the apostles & the
body of Christ that
God doesn’t need
one bit of our help
through the principle
of law to carry out
anything that He
intends in, through
or among us — but
law gets in the way.
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For next time

« We'll look this
next time at what
happens when
Peter goes to the
house of Cornelius
in Caesarea.

* We'll look at the
best kept secret

about tongues in
the book of Acts.

» \We'll see the great

connection between
the flood of Noah’s
day & Acts chapters
8,9&10.

* And we’ll see why

salvation doesn’t
always look the
same on the
outside, but it
always looks the
same on the inside.
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