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And on the next day he got up and went away
after Cornelius’ two servants & a devout soldier had come

with them, and some of the brethren from
Acts 11:12: six fellow Jewish believers in Christ

Joppa accompanied him. 24 On the following
A a 30 mile trip, on foot

day he entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was
Caesarea, the Roman military colony

waiting for them and had called together his
Peter, two servants & the devout soldier
relatives and close friends.




[image: image3.png]“Separate yourself from the Gentiles, and do
not eat with them, and do not perform deeds
like theirs. And do not become associates of
theirs. Because their deeds are defiled, and
all of their ways are contaminated, and
despicable, and abominable.”

- Book of Jubilees 22:16
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Peter, along with
six Jewish believers in Christ

« Peter, & those six » And each step

who traveled with of the way, knowing
him, had quite a that they are all
change of view planning to enter
to absorb: the house filled

» To have asked with Gentiles, even
three Gentiles to though Peter was

stay with them, then  told by the Spirit
forthem allto goto  to go without any
Caesarea together...  hesitation... Wow!
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Ah, Caesarea

» Caesarea had + It was primarily
been the ‘dream’ a Roman military
of Herod the (not colony, with a large
s0) Great: number of Jews &

« A port city with a those from other
protected harbor, ethnic groups
walled on the land present as well.

& sea, & beautifully + It was ‘home base’
constructed. for Pontius Pilate.

But Pontius Pilate had been deposed by this time.
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When Peter entered, Cornelius met him, and
the pivotal moment!

fell at his feet and worshiped him. 26 But Peter

custom: to bow to one who is greatly a superior

raised him up, saying, "Stand up; | too am just
refusing worship & honor  stop worshipping

a man." 27 As he talked with him, he entered
both are men Peter with Cornelius  further in

and found many people assembled.

Cornelius’ household, extended family
& close friends, all Gentiles
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Put yourself in Peter’s place!

* Imagine walking » Then, Peter invites

into the house of
Cornelius: Peter,

a lifelong Jew,

born & raised in
Israel, with the

Law of Moses &
the traditions of the
Jews drummed into

your head for years.

three Gentiles to
stay at the house of
Simon the tanner, &
then for those three
to travel with Peter
& six other Jews, &
then actually enter
the house of the
Gentile Cornelius!
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And he said to them, "You yourselves know
Gentiles living in Israel

how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to
against the Law of Moses & all Jewish traditions

associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and
lit., ‘one of another nation’ 4 even momentarily

yet God has shown me that | should not call
through a vision & by the Spirit’s voice

any man unholy or unclean."
Acts 10:15, “What God has cleansed,

no longer consider unholy.”
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"That is why | came without even raising any

because God said so!
objection when | was sent for. So | ask for

what reason you have sent for me."

Peter was not told by the Holy Spirit, &
the three messengers only gave a partial answer.
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What Peter was told & not told

* Peter was told via » But Peter was not
the vision, & by the told specifically why
Holy Spirit, that he he was to go to the

should not hesitate house of Cornelius.
to go with the three  « And the three who
Gentile men who were sent to him
were sent to bring did not provide a
him to the house of comp|ete answer,
Corne”US, & Peter so Peter then asks

did not hesitate. Cornelius himself.
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Cornelius said, "Four days ago to this hour, |
Acts 10:1-3
was praying in my house during the ninth hour;
3 in the afternoon
and behold, a man stood before me in shining
an angel, a messenger of God

garments, 31 and he said, 'Cornelius, your

prayer has been heard and your alms have
gifts to the Jewish people 4
been remembered before God."
remembered: come to central focus
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The reliability of Cornelius’ account

» This passage,
where Cornelius
retells what had
taken place, is
an example of a
number of places
in Scripture where
we have some
degree of written
redundancy.

Acts chapters 10
& 11 are part of a
larger pattern in
Acts, & in Scripture
in general, where
parallel accounts
are repeated.

Differences under-
score their reliability
& add critical details.
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Acts 10:5-6

"Therefore send to Joppa and invite* Simon,
who is also called Peter, to come to you; he is

staying at the house of Simon the tanner by the

sea.’

* this Greek word used only in Acts, & not the exact
same Greek word as the angel used with Cornelius
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"So | sent for you immediately, and you have

four days earlier & he keeps track of time

been kind enough to come. Now then, we are
these 30 miles

all here present before God to hear all that you
household, family, friends A the A actively

have been commanded by the Lord."
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This verse is part of a pattern

* Very commonly we + But as we see here,

can tend to think & is almost always
that our hearing & the case throughout
learning things in the New Testament,
the spiritual realm is that our hearing &
is a passive activity learning from others
— something that is stated as active —
we just have done we take an active

to us by another part in learning &

person. hearing in the Bible.
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This passage
is the beginning

What we are seeing
in this passage is a
message that will
grow as we proceed
through Acts & as
one reads in the
New Testament
letters that parallel
our exploration of
this special book:

* Neither the Law of

Moses nor any part
of it, such as the ten
commandments,
nor any principle

of law, has any
direct application
to us in the body

of Christ — Christ
died on the cross in
order to make that
absolutely, totally,
& completely true
for each one of us!
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How long is ‘three years’?

* In both Acts 20:31 * In both cases, was

& Galatians 1:18 he referring to three
the apostle Paul, times about 365
earlier called Saul, days of time, or

will speak or write something else?
about spending + Where was ‘Arabia’?
éhrﬁe years', in « Why does Dr. Luke

: pAestl)J_s, or never once mention
In Arabia. Paul’s letters?

Do we need to ‘synchronize our sundials’?
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cts « Saul, laterto become

Oh, Caesareal the apostle Paul, will
spend two+ years in

+ Caesarea was Caesarea, speaking
the chosen home of  to several Roman
Philip the evangelist, political officials, on
who, as we will see, his way to Rome,
was married, raising  having appealed
four daughters there  to Caesar (Acts

(Acts 8:40; 21:8). chapters 23-25).

» Peter came to * But before that, he'll
Caesarea on this gothrough Caesarea
event, & will return onthewayto Tarsus

(Acts 12:19). (Acts 9:30).
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Things to come...

» Peteris going totell -+ Peteris going to

these Gentiles the see that upon their
gospel that must be belief in the gospel,
believed in order the Holy Spirit is
for a person to be given immediately
saved: Christ, the to each one there.
Son of God, died « This will reveal the
for your sins & was pattern of tongues
buried & rose again.  in the book of Acts.

The ‘tongues pattern’in Acts is a best-kept secret.
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More things to come...

» With the salvation » By the time we get

of those in the to the end of the
household of next chapter in
Cornelius, his Acts, we’ll take a
extended family, look at a forensic
& his closest reconstruction of
friends, we will the face of Saul
see a connection (as dramatically
to the flood of portrayed in CSl,

Noah! NCIS, Bones, etc.).



[image: image23.png]Acts: 1-28

And we have some big questions...

* We have lots of big + Was Saul, later to
questions to find out  become the apostle
answers to in Acts! Paul, actually just a

« Questions such as;  tentmaker by trade,

« What is the identity ~ OF Was there more
of the Holy Spirity 1 it than that?

e |s the HOly Splrlt . OncedF;auI was
always spelled Saved by grace,

‘Spirit” wi he still a
as ‘Spirit’ with was he
a capital ‘S’? ...Pharisee?
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