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The Book of Acts
takes a big turn right here

» From the beginning + The intense
of the book of Acts, persecution that
Jerusalem has been  began under Saul
the center of activity, on the day that

& the base from Stephen was
which the apostles martyred began
moved & made to move the church
decisions. out of Jerusalem.

As of this passage right here, the church at the
City of Antioch will begin to be a major hub of the
church, for teaching & for sending missionaries.
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So then those who were scattered because of
Acts 8:1-4b 4

the persecution that occurred in connection with
the persecution that began when Stephen was martyred

Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and

Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to
the gospel of salvation

no one except to Jews alone.
before Acts 10:1-11:18, when Peter brought

the gospel to the house of Cornelius
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Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him
to death. And on that day a great persecution
began against the church in Jerusalem, and
they were all scattered throughout the regions
of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2
Some devout men buried Stephen, and made
loud lamentation over him. 3 But Saul began
ravaging the church, entering house after
house, and dragging off men and women,
he would put them in prison.

4 Therefore, those who had been scattered
went about preaching the word.
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But there were some of them, men of Cyprus
where Barnabas was from 4

and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began
Acts 2:10 A

speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord
the Greek-speaking Gentiles the gospel of salvation

Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with

them, and a large number who believed

turned to the Lord. ‘furned’ in Acts includes belief
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‘Preaching the Lord Jesus’
& ‘Turned to the Lord’

* The Gentiles would + The words ‘turned
be less impacted by  to the Lord’ would

Jesus as the Christ indicate a turning
(the Messiah), but from everything
more impacted by pagan & even
Jesus as Lord, culturally Jewish
having deity & to faith in the Lord:
authority & being saved eternally, &
sovereign over all having a relation-

& the savior of all. ship with Christ’.
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The hand of the Lord was with them

¢ This was a critical
point with all the
believers in Antioch,
& we would be well
to take note of it.

» As we proceed with
things as a church
body, & as a family,
& as individuals, we

would do well to ask...

* |s the hand of the
Lord with us, or with
me as | intend to
move ahead with
this or that action,
decision, change
of direction, or even
continuing with what
we have already
been doing?
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The news about them reached the ears of the
what a figure of speech!

church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas
A where the apostles were usually located

off to Antioch.
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Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace

A Barnabas
of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage

Barnabas: ‘son of encouragement’ (Acts 4:36) A
them all with resolute heart to remain true to the
Lord; 24 for he was a good man, and full of the

Holy Spirit and of faith. And considerable

numbers were brought to the Lord. saved by faith
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Barnabas witnessed
the grace of God!

* In one sense, < But what Barnabas
nobody can actually saw in action &
see the grace of lived out in the
God so as to church at Antioch,
‘witness’ it. so that he could

. Grace is a even witness it,
fundamental was the grace
characteristic of God expressed —
of who God is, His unmerited favor

eternally. at Christ’s expense.
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And he left for Tarsus to look for Saul; 26 and
A Barnabas Acts 9:30; Galatians 1:21

when he had found him, he brought him to

Antioch. And for an entire year they met with
Barnabas & Saul

the church and taught considerable numbers;

and the disciples were first called Christians in
Aall the believers in Christ outsider’s term

Antioch.
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Saul brought into ministry

» Saul had spent » But in this very
‘face time’ with passage, we see
the Lord, learning Saul (later to be
from Christ & also called Paul, the
learning Christ. apostle to the

« Saul had also been ~ Gentiles) in
briefly in Damascus, ~ Ministry in
&inJerusalem,then  Antioch.
spent time in his * From here on he
home city, Tarsus. will be prominent.
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Christ’s disciples

‘Disciples’ is a word
used in all four of
the gospels & from
Acts chapter 6 to
chapter 21.

But the word does
not have the same
definition in all of
those places in the
gospels & Acts.

¢ The use of the word

‘disciples’ in Acts
refers to those who
believe in Christ for
salvation with the
intent being that a
disciple is intimately
in dependence upon
Christ & learning
Him — personally.

Being Christ’s own
disciple means that
we love one another
as we abide in Christ
& He in each of us.
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They taught considerable numbers

< Barnabas would ¢ Saul, however,
have taught them would have taught
primarily from his them from his
background as a background as a
Levite who became Pharisee who was
saved by faith in saved by faith in
Christ, & learned Christ & having
directly from the been personally

teaching & testimony  taught by Christ
of the apostles. Himself!
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Now at this time some prophets came down
apostles & prophets: Ephesians 2:20: 3:5 & 4:11

from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them

named Agabus stood up and began to indicate
A see also Acts 21:10

by the Spirit that there would certainly be a

great famine all over the world. And this took
Roman Empire
place in the reign of Claudius. 141-10/54 AD
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Prophets in the New Testament era

* Paul wrote about » Acts lists these as
apostles & prophets prophets: Agabus
three times in the (Acts 11:28; 21:10),

book of Ephesians, Judas & Silas (Acts
including that they 15:27) & Philip’s
were foundational. daughters (Acts 21:9).

Prophets were active & a spiritual gift given by
the Holy Spirit during apostolic times, until the
New Testament was complete (95 AD). 1
Corinthians 13:8-13 informs us about it’s end.
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And in the proportion that any of the disciples
principles of giving primarily in 1 & 2 Corinthians

had means, each of them determined to send a

contribution for the relief of the brethren living in

Judea. 30 And this they did, sending it in charge

of Barnabas and Saul to the elders.
financial stewardship in Jerusalem
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God is preparing

» God is preparing » God is also, &

Barnabas & Saul at the same time,
for the missionary preparing the

& other & related church at Antioch
roles that they are to be a sending

to begin shortly church for Barnabas
(from April 48 to & Saul to serve as
September 49), missionaries, & for
taking them to Saul, as Paul, with

Cyprus & Galatia. others.
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Other insights to consider
carefully & prayerfully

» ‘Witnessing the » ‘Christ’s disciples’
grace of God’ « ‘the famine was

* ‘The hand of the just a big physical
Lord was with them’ problem with a big

« ‘Being taught spiritual opportunity’
is not just for * ‘What's happening
data storage, now is spiritual
or developing preparation for

expertise’ what God has next’
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