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A General Chronology
Acts 13:1 to Acts 18:22*

First missionary journey (Acts 13-14) Apr. 48-Sept. 49
Peter at Antioch (Gal. 2:11-16) autumn 49

Galatians written from Antioch autumn 49
Jerusalem council, Paul's third visit

(Acts 15) autumn 49
Paul in Antioch (Acts 15:33-35) winter 49/50

Second missionary journey (Acts
15:36--18:22) Apr. 50-Sept. 52

*per Harold Hoehner
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Acts 1:14; 15:3; 1 Corinthians 15:7

James & Jesus’ brothers & sisters

* Whatis remarkable +John 7:1-9 says

about Acts 1:14 is that Jesus’ brothers
that Jesus’ brothers did not believe in
were there praying Christ, & even

& of one mind with hated Him.

the others & Waltlng « But Jesus appeared
for the .Hon Spirit to James after He
to be given! was resurrected.

James’ heart was turned from
unbelief to belief, & from hatred to love.
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Here is a family tree of Jesus” family, with notes about each:
Joseph - Mary

Jesus James Joses Jude Simon Salome Mary

o Since Jesus was born of Mary as a virgin (Matthew 1:23, 25; Luke 1:27, 34), Joseph
was not the biological father of Jesus, as he was of Jesus’ other siblings. So Jesus
was properly a half-brother to these siblings.

 Jesus’ brothers did not believe in Him until after Christ was resurrected (John 7:5;
Acts 1:14).

« James and Jude, actually Jacob and Judas, were the authors of the New Testament
books by those names.

o The names James, Joses, Jude & Simon are given in Mark 6:3, as is the fact that Jesus
had sisters. The names Salome and Mary are from documents outside of Scripture,
5o the names and number of Jesus’ sisters has less certainty, though the names and
‘number may be accurate.

 Of Jesus’ brothers, James is the one about whom the most is recorded, including John
12:17; 15:13; 21:18; 1 Corinthians 15:7; Galatians 1:19; 2:9, 12 James 1:1, Jude 1,
and in the writings of Josephus. An ossuary box from New Testament times has been
found with the inscription, “James (actually Jacob”), son of Joseph, brother of Jesus”.
After careful investigation, and even a public trial, it appears to be genuinely that of
James, the brother of Jesus.
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Acts 15:13

I?;rethren , » Sometimes the word

& ‘Brethren ‘brethren’ is used to

« In the gospels, the address or to mean
book of Acts, & in ‘fellow Jews’, such

the New Testament as inActs 2:29; 3:17.
epistles [lettersjwe  +But in other times

read about people ‘brethren’ is used to
being addressed address or to mean
as ‘brethren’. ‘fellow Christians’.

That is how James speaks here:
James is addressing fellow Christian believers.
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Acts 15:1-14; Galatians 1:18

Simeon
has related

* Peter was also
called ‘Cephas’
or ‘Kephas’in
the Aramaic.

* He is likewise
called ‘Simon’
or ‘Simeon’,
as James

calls him
here.

* Peter told the people
at this conference
about how he had
brought the gospel
to the house of
Cornelius (Acts 10).

* In doing so, not only
had Peter set aside
the Law of Moses for
himself, but Gentiles
were saved, & even
received the Holy
Spirit, without being
under the Law at all!




image10.PNG
Acts 15:14; Zechariah 2:11

Gentiles, a people for His name

*Whatwe see, as we + God acted to save
have been seeingin  the Gentiles & bring
Acts already, is God  them into this newly

acting & working in created body called
& among people. the church.

» James sees God * God did not intend
acting to bring the the Gentiles to be
Gentiles into the brought to salvation
church without any by having them all

regard for ethnicity. convertto Judaism.
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Acts 15:15

Just as it is written

» James does not * Chapters & verses
provide a chapter were not putin
& verse reference the Bible until
for the passage he many centuries
is about to quote, & after the time
there is a reason that any of the
for that. Bible was written.

So James did as we see many New Testament

speakers & authors also doing: ‘it is written’ or
similar words (Romans 1:7; 1 Peter 1:16).
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The Bible & the Book of Acts

In the beginning...
there were no chapters & verses

* When the authors of < After others tried
the Bible (about 40 putting breaks in
of them, writing over  the Bible books,
about 1500 years of =~ Stephen Langton
time) wrote, they did  put in the chapter
not write with any of  breaks that we

the chapter or verse  use now (Vulgate:
breaks in the books.  1204-1205).

Putting verse breaks in the Bible began with
the Reformers in 1550, firstin the Greek text.
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Acts 15:15

The Law & the Prophets

* The Old Testament  * Here James refers
was sometimes to the Old Testament
called the Law & the  Prophets as he then
Prophets’, beingthe  quotes from Amos
first & last books of 9:11, 12; Jeremiah
the Old Testament, 12:15; 14:9; &
as we call it. Isaiah 45:21.

By quoting from at least three of the Old
Testament prophets he is confirming
that ‘the Prophets agree’.
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Acts 15:16-18; Amos 9:11,12; Jeremiah 12:15; 14:9; Isaiah 45:21

James quotes millennial promises

+ James quotes Old * The church is not
Testament promises  revealed in the Old

}22&2;% ‘é'::ﬁ(?g‘ely Testament, but only
Millennial kingdom, ~ Startingin the last
the 1000 year reign half of the gospels.
of Christ. » James was saying

» He does so simplyto  that God did not plan
show that God had to make everyone a
a plan to save the Jew in order to save

Gentiles all along. them!
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Acts 15:19

» And after both Paul
Therefore... & Barnabas had
shared about how

« After there had been  the Jews & the

much debate... Gentiles were saved
« After Peter had by faith, & not by
spoken his thoughts the Law of Moses...
about how God had  *And James had
directed him to drawn upon the
share the gospel wisdom that was
with the Gentiles... in the Prophets...

James was ready...

to draw a logical conclusion: ‘Therefore...’
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Acts 15:19

We do not trouble
those who are turning to God

* The Greek word that « Those who are
is translated ‘trouble’  turning to God are
means ‘to continue those Gentiles who
to cause hardship & being converted by
difficulty by annoy- faith in the gospel
ance’. being preached.

The Gentiles were turning to God, believing the
gospel so as to receive forgiveness of sins, to be

redeemed & declared righteous (Acts 26:18;
Romans 3:24; Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14).
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Acts 15:19; Daniel 6:19, 24; Judges 16:16

This word translated ‘trouble’

* This word that is * Also, the same
translated ‘trouble’ Greek word is used
is used only here of Delilah nagging
in the Greek New Samson.
Testament. * So we get the idea

* But in the Greek that James is not
Old Testament the talking about a mild
same word is used annoyance by put-
of what the lions ting the Gentiles
could have done under the Law of

to Daniel. Moses.
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Acts 15:19-20

But... that we write to them

‘

» James is saying that < *“...abstain from
in sharp contrast to things contaminated

troubling the by idols and from
Gentiles who are fornication and from
coming to faith in what is strangled

Christ, by imposing and from blood.”

the Law of Moses . \we could rightfully

write to them, giv_ing why those things,
them clear direction.  gpecifically?
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Acts 15:13-21

The Jews hear about Moses, but...

* The Jews hear from < But the Jews have

& about the Law of not recognized that
Moses constantly, as  God is doing some-
the Law of Moses thing new among
has beenread inthe the Gentiles to
Jews’ synagogues save them — not by
every Sabbath. making them Jews.

The apostles & prophets in the church will testify
about what God has done & is doing to save the
Gentiles & the Jews together, not in the old mold.
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Acts 15:19-21

Whatis he doing?!

» James was not
putting Gentile
converts under the
Mosaic Law or even
a Principle of Law
by calling for these
constraints upon
them.

* Instead, James was
urging them to limit
their exercise of
Christian liberty to
make their witness
to unsaved Jews
more effective, &
their fellowship with
saved Jews more
harmonious (as in 1
Corinthians 9:19-23).
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Acts 15:13-21

What God is not doing

*God is not desiring  + God is not calling on

that the Gentiles the Gentiles to take
become Jews — on the Law of Moses
convertto Judaism—  in whole orin part in

in order to be saved. order to have or to

«God is not calling for ~ Maintain a relation-
the Gentiles to take ~ Ship or a fellowship
on the Law of Moses ~ With Him.
in whole or in partin + That would be
order to be savedor  troubling the
to stay saved. Gentiles.
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Acts 15:13-21; 1 Corinthians 9:19-23

But God is doing this

* James is telling the
Christian believers
that are present
there that a letter
should be written
from the apostles
& elders that calls
for the Gentile
believers to live for

the sake of ministry:

* 1) The things that
James is calling for
the Gentile believers
to do & not do are to
preserve opportunity
with the unbelieving
Jews, & 2) to stand
back from offending
Jewish brothers as
a principle of grace.
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Acts 15:13-21; Galatians 1:19; 2:9, 12 ; 1 Corinthians 15:7

Paul & James are in total agreement

* The apostle Paul » James & the other
had met with James  g|ders in Jerusalem
on other occasions, il meet with Paul
& had written about again, (Acts 21:18;
some of those in the gain, o
book of Galatians. May 28, 57 AD).

*He knew that James ° But there is nothing
had become a to indicate that Paul
believerin Christ & James were at
by seeing Christ odds with one

resurrected. another!
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The “Big Picture” *God’s sovereign will is
on God'’s will fixed & irreversible, &

includes your position
& possessions in Him.

» God’s moral will is
revealedin Scripture &
is intended to be lived
by the life of Christ.

* God’s individual will
consists mostly of
learning to make wise
decisions, with godly
wisdom rather than
worldly wisdom.
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Acts chapter 15

Acts chapter 15 is one amazing chapter!

* The apostles & * We will hear from
elders gather for James, Jesus half-
the last time thatitis  brother, who had
recorded, historically.  been an unbeliever

- Peter is present & until Christ appeared

timerecorded in Acts. < He is the author of

«Paul & Barnabas are  the book of James;
present, telling of he is named by

their missionary Josephus & on
travels. an ossuary.
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Acts chapter 15 « But the Really Big
Question before

] o them all at ‘The
The Big Question: Conference In

The Law of Moses Jerusalem'is. ‘Do

we put the Gentiles
under the Law of

« Paul & Barnabas Moses?’
told all of the church « ‘Do we tell the
gathered there about  Gentiles that
their missionary they must all be
journey to Cyprus circumcised &
& Galatia. convertto Judaism?’
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