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Four lists of the twelve disciples / apostles

Matthew 10:24 Mark 3:16-19 Luke 6:14-16 Acts 1:13, 26
1 | Simon, aka Peter | Simon, aka Peter | Simon, aka Peter Peter
2 Andrew James Andrew John
3 James John James James
4 John Andrew John Andrew
5 Philip Philip Philip Philip
6 Bartholomew Bartholomew Bartholomew | Thomas, the twin
7 | Thomas, the twin Matthew Matthew Bartholomew
8 Matthew Thomas, the twin | Thomas, the twin Matthew
9 James, James, James, James,

son of Alphaeus | son of Alphaeus | son of Alphaeus | son of Alphaeus
10 Thaddaeus Thaddaeus Judas, Judas,

son of James son of James

11 Simon Simon Simon Simon

the Cananaean | the Cananaean the Zealot the Zealot
12 | Judas Iscariot Judas Iscariot Judas Iscariot Matthias
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Acts 15:22

Apostles, elders & the whole church

* The apostles & the « Peter, Paul &
elders of the church Barnabas shared

in Jerusalem, the what God had done
founding church among the Gentiles
were gathered with to save them, to give
the whole church to them the Holy Spirit
jointly consider if & & to encourage them

in what way the Law  to continue in God’s
of Moses applied to grace, the church in
the Gentiles. Jerusalem listened.
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Acts 15:22

Choose men & send them

* These men were each  * The question had

chosen to deliver the arisen in Antioch of
letter from the apostles Syria, so the letter &
& the elders of the these chosen men
church in Jerusalem would respond back
reliably, & to present to the church in

the letter with agree- Antioch of Syria.
ment as to its content . Anq the church in

& its message. Antioch of Syria was

* They could also testify prominently Gentile,
as to its veracity. so this was relevant.
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Acts 1:23; 15:22

Paul & Barnabas &
Judas called Barsabbas & Silas

» Paul was called + Judas, who was
Saul, the former called Barsabbas
Pharisee from may have been the

brother of Joseph

Tarsus, trained

under Gamaliel. called Barsabbas.

« Silas, also called

* Barnabas, ‘son Silvanus, became
of encouragement’ Paul’s companion
was formally named  on his second
Joseph, the Levite missionary journey,

from Cyprus. just about to begin.
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Acts 15:22; + Silas was a prophet

& a vocal ministerin
Silas, aka Antioch (Acts 15:32),
Silvanus & a Roman citizen
(Acts 16:37).

+ Silas was sometimes
Paul’s letter writer (1
S _ Thessalonians 1:1; 2
Corinthians 1:19), Thessalonians 1:1)
was a Hellenistic

Jewwho hadbeen  ° Silas was mentioned

« Silas, (Roman
name, Silvanus; 2

aleader in the by Peter, & may also
Jerusalem church have helped him
(Acts 15: 22, 27). with his letter writing

(1 Peter 5:12).
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Acts 15:22-23

Gentile brethren
in Antioch, Syria & Cilicia
* So this letter is most  « Syrian Antioch
directly addressedto  was in the Roman
the Gentile brethren province of Syria.
in Syrian Antioch, & . Tarsus was in the
in Syria & Cilicia. province of Cilicia.

Gentile (& Jewish) believers in Christ in these
provinces all wanted to have the question
answered definitively: “Are we under the Law of
Moses, & will we need to convert to Judaismin
order to be saved?”
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Acts 15:24

The men who
were teaching law were...

* The men who had * Bringing a message

- not really from the
initially presented apostles & elders of

that the Gentiles had the founding church

to be circumcised, in Jerusalem.

& follow the Law « Disturbing (agitating)
of Moses, & be people with their
converted to words.

Judaismin « Unsettling souls
order to be of the believers in

saved were: these provinces.
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Acts 15:2, 27

Judas & Silas sent

* Why were Judas + Paul & Barnabas
& Silas sent, & why had opposed the
did the letter make ones who called for
special note of them, the Gentiles to be
& why not just Paul circumcised & had

& Barnabas alone? come from Antioch.

Judas & Silas were not a part of the original
debate, & were from the church in Jerusalem,
so they would be able to confirm what Paul &

Barnabas also said, without accusation of bias.
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Acts 15:28-29

By the leadership & the Holy Spirit

* By a united & unified  + Basic expression of

conclusion from the morality & rejection
leadership & from the of idolatry so as
Holy Spirit.... to 1) maintain the

* The conclusion possibility of ministry
was not to put a to unbelieving Jews,
greater burden upon & 2) to minimize the
the Gentile believers, stumbling of fellow

by putting them under believing Jews (1

the unbearable yoke thi 7413
of the Law of Moses. Cornthiang:E: )
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Acts 15:22-29

It's about
harmonious biblical leadership
*Acts chapter 15,to - The steps were
this point, shows taken to resolve
how Christian what could have

ffgﬁrtsohip been an intense
take place conflict, into Spirit
among us. guided direction.

The apostles were not demanding & oppressive,
nor unwilling to listen, nor did they decide without
regard for what the Lord had shown or the
church as a whole thought.
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Observe the process the council
followed in resolving this conflict.

1) The problem was clearly stated & each
side was presented in a debate.

2) The facts were presented by those who
were acquainted with them.

3) The message was given by people who
were trusted for their objectivity and wisdom.

4) Unanimity was sought in the decision.

5) The attitude of preserving the unity of the
Spirit remained utmost on the council's mind.
6) Conclusions were communicated clearly
by reliable & gifted & qualified men.
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Acts 15:22-29

The Law of Moses

* The Law of Moses * Parts of the Law of
was giventolsrael,&  Moses are quoted in

« The Law of Moses the New Testament
was holy, righteous epistles to convey
& good, & moral principles, &

«The Lawof Moses to I||L.JStI'.ate truth§.
was not intendedto  * Butlifeis to be lived

be lived out in parts ~ ©ut not by our best
& pieces, & efforts & attempts...
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John 15:1-4

"l am the true vine, and My Father is the
vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does
not bear fruit, He takes away; and every
branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it
may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean
because of the word which | have spoken to
you. 4 Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the
vine, so neither can you unless you abide in
Me."
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Galatians 2:19-21

"For through the Law | died to the Law, so that
I might live to God. 20 | have been crucified
with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live
in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

21 | do not nullify the grace of God, for if
righteousness comes through the Law,

then Christ died needlessly."
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A General Chronology
Acts 13:1 to Acts 18:22*

First missionary journey (Acts 13-14) Apr. 48-Sept. 49
Peter at Antioch (Gal. 2:11-16) autumn 49

Galatians written from Antioch autumn 49
Jerusalem council, Paul's third visit

(Acts 15) autumn 49
Paul in Antioch (Acts 15:33-35) winter 49/50

Second missionary journey (Acts
15:36--18:22) Apr. 50-Sept. 52

*per Harold Hoehner
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Acts 15:22

The apostles

* The apostles, who had
been present all during
‘The conference in
Jerusalem’, most likely
included the twelve
original apostles, less
James, the brother of
John, who had been
killed by the sword,
as recorded in Acts
chapter 12.

« Peter was the one
spokesman among
them whose words
are recorded for us
in Acts 15, though it
is evident that all of
the apostles express-
ed agreement with
the conclusions of
‘The conference in
Jerusalem”.

Paul appears to have been listed separately.




