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‘The Letter’, as recorded in Acts 15:23-29

"The apostles and the brethren who are elders, to the brethren
in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia who are from the Gentiles,
greetings.

24 Since we have heard that some of our number to whom

we gave no instruction have disturbed you with their words,
unsettling your souls, 25 it seemed good to us, having become
of one mind, to select men to send to you with our beloved
Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

27 Therefore we have sent Judas and Silas, who themselves
will also report the same things by word of mouth.

28 For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon
you no greater burden than these essentials: 29 that you
abstain from things sacrificed to idols and from blood and from
things strangled and from fornication; if you keep yourselves
free from such things, you will do well. Farewell."
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Acts 15:31
When they read it

* This brief & to the * Instead of a
point letter from the message of the
apostles & elders of Law of Moses, &

the church in the heavy ‘yoke’ for
Jerusalemwas read  all of the Gentiles —
by the believers in requiring them all to
the church in convert to Judaism,
Antioch. the letter conveyed
«When they read it, some basic points of

they rejoiced (a word ~ avoidingimmorality
related to ‘grace’). & idolatry.
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Acts 15:22; 32 « Silas was a prophet

& a vocal ministerin
Silas, aka Antioch (Acts 15:32),
Silvanus & a Roman citizen
(Acts 16:37).

+ Silas was sometimes
Paul’s letter writer (1
S _ Thessalonians 1:1; 2
Corinthians 1:19), Thessalonians 1:1)
was a Hellenistic

Jewwho hadbeen  ° Silas was mentioned

« Silas, (Roman
name, Silvanus; 2

aleader in the by Peter, & may also
Jerusalem church have helped him
(Acts 15: 22, 27). with his letter writing

(1 Peter 5:12).
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Acts 15:32

Prophets, who
encouraged &
strengthened

* Judas & Silas were
both prophets, that
is, they both had the
apostolic era gift to
speak truth to the
congregation in
Antioch in place of
what later would be
provided by the
New Testament.

* The impact of their
lengthy message
was to encourage
the believersin
Antioch, & to
strengthen the
believers: the word
for ‘strengthened’
was used only here
& once in each of
Paul’s missionary
journeys (Acts 14:22;
15:41; 18:23).
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Acts 15:34 was not part of the original text

This is a very good example!

« Early English Bibles  + Many modern
were all based on a Bibles have brackets
very limited number & notes about some

of very late Greek words, verses, &
New Testament passages that are
manuscripts, & we doubted, in general,
have since found a we should set aside
great many Greek verses & passages
New Testament only after careful

manuscripts. review.
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Acts 15:35

Paul & Barnabas with many others

« Paul & Barnabas,
along with many
others, were teach-
ing the word of the
Lord, that is, the
message of &
about Jesus Christ,
in order to build up
the body of Christ
in Antioch.

+ In addition to
teaching, they also
preached, that is,
they made a public
proclamation, which
may have included
both teaching &
evangelizing in &
around Antioch
of Syria.
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Acts 15:36

Paul’s proposal

* Paul proposed that
he & Barnabas go
back to the cities
where they had
established
churches &
appointed
elders.

* Paul’'s summary

purpose for such a
visitwas to ‘see how
they are’.

* More detail about

what actually took
place on that visit
will become evident
as we explore Acts
chapter 16.
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Acts 4:36; 15:37-38
+ John Mark &
Barnabas wanted  Barnabas were
to take John Mark  cousins (Colossians
* There are a few 4:10), & since
things that we might ~ Barnabas was a
want to know about Levite (Acts 4:36),

John Mark: that means that

+» John Mark had John Mark could
come along as a have been a
gelper to PaU{ﬁ& . Levite as well.
e on e« John Mark had bailed
journey (Acts on Paul & Barnabas

12:25-13:5). (Acts 13:13).
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Acts 15:39

Sharp disagreement — separated!

» Paul & Barnabas * But the point on
were both fine with which they had a
going back to the sharp disagreement
churches they was bringing along
had established to Barnabas’ cousin
see how they were John Mark, the one
doing, as well as had bailed on them

carry on other body-  early on their first
building ministry. missionary journey.
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Acts 15:35-41
Are Paul & Barnabas in a mess?

* Since Paul & * Will these events
Barnabas had a damage the spiritual
progress of every-

sharp disagreement

over taking John ol
Mark on this second }'gﬁgéﬁg'%%ggggss

one who is involved

missionary journey,  — even generations?
did they gecome «Can any of these
enemies; relationships ever

* Has the sharp be mended after
disagreement such a sharp

. i ?
caused a trainwreck? disagreement?
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Acts 15:35-41

Good News!

* Paul later wrote with  + Barnabas had a
respectful admiration  restorative ministry

of both Barnabas with his cousin John
(1 Corinthians 9:6) Mark, who later

& John Mark became a useful
(Colossians 4:10; assistant to both
Philemon 24; Peter & Paul,

2 Timothy 4:11). faithful to the end.

Paul would soon take on Timothy,
& put him into useful service.
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Acts 15:35-41

What do differences mean?

« Differences *Whatis to be
among believers avoided is fleshly
can be because gxfl’a‘?SSiogy ‘empire

i : uilding’, & a
a gi}fferfn;:ezm demand for
spiritual giftedness, ‘my way'.

character of minisiry, , g6 these were not

perspectives what Barnabas &
of ministry. Paul were seeking,
* What does it turned out well.

the Lord want?
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Acts 15

Acts 15 is a really big chapter!

*» Paul & Barnabas * We see Peter for the
had just completed last time, & Silas for
the first missionary the first time.

journey —with alot . pgy| & Barnabas

to share. take separate paths
* The issue based on a sharp
of legalism & disagreement - &

Judaismwas settled  we’ll see how that
- & grace won out! turns out!
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Acts 15:22,30

Whois ‘they’? Paul & Barnabas
& Judas called Barsabbas & Silas

* Paul was called + Judas, who was
Saul, the former called Barsabbas
Pharisee from may have been the

brother of Joseph

Tarsus, trained

under Gamaliel. called Barsabbas.

« Silas, also called

* Barnabas, ‘son Silvanus, became
of encouragement’ Paul’s companion
was formally named  on his second
Joseph, the Levite missionary journey,

from Cyprus. just about to begin.
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