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Acts 16:1-2

Derby, Lystra & Iconium

* Derby, Lystra, & * Lystra & nearby
Iconium were three Pisidian Antioch
citiesin the southern ;oo established
part of Galatia. as Roman colonies.

* Paul & Barnabas
had established * Though the
churches there, population was
appointing elders mostly Gentile,
in each of these Jews were present
young churches as a minority in

(Acts 13:51-14:21). these cities.




image6.jpeg
Timothy was
half Jewish,
being born of
a Jewish mother
& a Greek father
(Acts 16:1).
Timothy’s mother
& grandmother,
also believers,
taught Timothy
out of the Old
Testament (1
Timothy 1:5).
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Acts 16:1-2

Timothy was...
* Timothy was . er V\{Jas ’ghﬁ sonh
a disciple, b of a Jewish mother
thel bolgk of Xcts & a Greek father,

e A which was not a
definition, which legal union, by

meant that he was Jewish law.

a believerin Christ
. * +«He was well-spoken
learning to depend of by the brethri’en

upon & know Christ,  \who were in the

& fellowshipping cities of Lystra
among the believers. & Iconium.
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John 13, 15; Acts 16:1-2 . 1) Being a diSCipIe

asitis usedin the

A disciple gospels has almost
nothing to do with
*As we go through what it means here.
the book of Acts,

+ 2) Being a disciple
in the rest of the
New Testament is
all about learning
& knowing Christ
& depending upon
Christ so as to bear
fruit by dependence,
& not our best efforts.

we’ll see the word
‘disciple’ or (plural)
‘disciples’ 30 times
from chapter 6 to
chapter 21, but there
are two points for us
to keep in mind
along the way:
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Acts 16:3

Paul circumcised Timothy

* Paul circumcised * But Paul knew that
Timothy — not in order for Timothy
because Paul to have accepted
was trying to help testimony among
Timothy fulfill the the Jews, he would
Law of Moses, & have to be adult
not because Paul circumcised — the
thought everyone very definition
ought to be of Jewishness

circumcised. among the Jews.
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1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (early spring 56 AD)

For though | am free from all men, | have made
myself a slave to all, so that | may win more. 20
To the Jews | became as a Jew, so that |
might win Jews; to those who are under the
Law, as under the Law though not being
myself under the Law, so that | might win
those who are under the Law; 21 to those who
are without law, as without law, though not being
without the law of God but under the law of
Christ, so that | might win those who are without
law. 22 To the weak | became weak, that | might
win the weak; | have become all things to all
men, so that | may by all means save some. 23

| do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that
I may become a fellow partaker of it.
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Acts 16:3

Just the beginning!

*We'regoingto find < This is also just the
that this passage is beginning of show-
just the beginning of ing us how God

the spiritual growth used Barnabas

-%.:;%'tﬂ';'g of to disciple John

Mark, & He used
* Because of God’s L
word, we know more  -aul to disciple
about what happen- ~ Timothy —the
ed to Timothy than sharp disagreement
most of the apostles! had a purpose!
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Acts 16:4

As they were going

* Paul had written the < Telling the believers
letter to these same in these churches
churches in Galatia that they were not
in the fall of 49 AD, under the Law of
& now, the following Moses, nor were
spring of 50 AD, the Gentiles to
tF)’aul & Sik’as were convertto Judaism.

ringing the content . Tp; i
of the letter from the IQ},SS}"S’?jn?C\,E'tf'y
apostles & eldersto  pgyr's letter to
these churches. the Galatians.
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Acts 16:5

The churches

* The churches, which  « The ministry of Paul
were the gathering & Silas made the

Shliod dieCiples. the  churches stronger,
ones that Paul had spiritually speaking,

established before, which included that
alongside Barnabas,  they were not under
were strengthened law, but were under

(related to the word grace, & saved by
usedinActs 15:41).  grace alone.
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Acts 6:1 & as below

Increasing, added, large
number, growing, etc.

Acts 2:41, “So then, those who
had received his word were
baptized; and that day there
were added about three
thousand souls.”

Acts 4:4, “But many of those
who had heard the message
believed; and the number of the

Acts 6:7, “The word of God kept
on spreading; and the number
of the disciples continued to
increase greatly in Jerusalem
and a great many of the priests
\f/vetLe"becoming obedient to the
aith.

Acts 11:21, “And the hand of
the Lord was with them, and
a large number who believed
turned to the Lord.”

Acts 14:1, “In Iconium they
entered the synagogue of the
Jews together, and spoke in

such a manner that a large
number of people believe
both of Jews and of Greeks.”

men came to be about five
fhousand.

Acts 5:14, “And all the more
believers in the Lord, multitudes

Acts 16:5, “So the churches
were being strengthened in
the faith, and were increasing
in number daily.”

of men and women, were
constantly added fo their

number,”

Acts 19:20, “So the word of
the Lord was growing mightily

and prevailing.”
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“The faith” in the New Testament
as a specific set of teachings

» Acts 6:7; 13:8; 14:22; * Colossians 1:23; 2:7
16:5 1 Timothy 1:2; 3:9;

* 1 Corinthians 16:13 4:1,6; 5:8;6:10,21

2 Corinthians 13:5 2 Timothy 3:8; 4:7

» Galatians 1:23; 6:10 e Titus 1:13
» Ephesians 4:5,13 * Hebrews 10:23
« Philippians 1:27 « Jude 3 g

Revelation 2:13

(Not necessarily an exhaustive list)
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Acts 16:6-8
Forbidden (1!1)

by the Holy Spirit to speak the word?
The Spirit of Jesus did not permit them?

* These verses almost ¢ It does not speak,
seem impossible! in these contexts,

« How can the Holy about a general

Spirit forbid Paul' & ~ Prohibition or
Silas from speaking ~ forbidding to speak
the word?! the word of God,

but rather about the
direction & location
they were to head.

* How can the Spirit
of Jesus not permit
them!?
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Acts 16:6-8

Asia & Bithynia

«Paul would latergo < In 1 Peter 1:1, Peter
to Asia, the head of wrote to believers:

which is Ephesus, S-t-r-g%% rSS?Lethé
80 it was not a world, scattered
matt.er. qf total throughout
prohibition, Pontus, Galatia,
but of timing — Cappadocia, Asia
they were not to and Bithynia” —
go there right then, these were not

at that moment. forbidden.




image19.png
The story of the Trojan
horse is told at length in
Book Il of the and
is touched upon in
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Acts 16:5

Paul had a vision

» Avision was *In Acts 16:6-9, the
an apostolic era Spirit was telling
miraculous means them not to go to
for God to provide Asia or Bithynia,
specific direction but to go instead
to the apostles & to Macedonia,

prophets, when the which would be
church did not have to establish the

the completed New churches in Europe,
Testament. as we call it.
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Acts 16:10

We...

* In this verse we
have the first
instance of ‘we’
& ‘us’, telling us
that Dr. Luke
included himself
among those
with Paul, taking
the gospel to the

European continent.

us...

* God also made
it clear where He
wanted them to
go next & where
He didn’t want them
to go next, by both
negative & positive
messages, so that
God’s direction
was very clear!
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The “Big Picture” *God’s sovereign will is
on God'’s will fixed & irreversible, &

includes your position
& possessions in Him.

» God’s moral will is
revealedin Scripture &
is intended to be lived
by the life of Christ.

* God’s individual will
consists mostly of
learning to make wise
decisions, with godly
wisdom rather than
worldly wisdom.
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Acts 16:5-10

Principles in knowing God'’s will (1 of 3)

* Though God will « Principle 1) The first
very likely not use principle in finding &

the same methods &  Knowing God'’s will is

. to walk in fellowship
means with us as He iy Christ, abiding

did with Paul & his in Christ.

companions, there . Primni .
are some valuable * ({081 2) The W
principles that we looking first for the
can draw from this direction we are to

passage: go, but to Him.
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Acts 16:5-10

Principles in knowing God'’s will (2 of 3)

* Principle 3) God * Principle 4) God has
may indeed use the also provided those
circumstances to who may counsel us
lead & guide us, in areas where they
both negatively & can bring in their
positively, but the experience & their
circumstances are foresight & insights
not a substitute for into God’s word, or

fellowshipwith Jesus  their expertise in
Christ, or His word. specific areas of life.
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Acts 16:5-10

Principles in knowing God'’s will (3 of 3)

* Principle 5) If we are « Principle 6) Even if

walking in fellowship follow Princiol
with Christ, & are Y?hrcc))u%m 5n\?vgp es

fsr%?#(iﬂ%gvvci)drgrge should not expect

godly counsel, thgt God’s will is
then'if God does going to be proven
not seem to provide  out by our path
direction, then God being free of trials,
may be leaving the obstacles, pains

choice to us! & challenges.
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Acts 15:1-41

Wow! (1 of 2)
What we’ve seen & what’s coming next!

*We've seen that *We've seen how the
the Law of Moses, apostles & elders
though it is holy & brought a godly
righteous & good, is harmony to what
not how God wants was intense conflict.

us to live. » We've seen how the
* We've seen that in sharp disagreement
order to talk with between Paul &
unbelievers, we Barnabas ended
must bring them to up with a doubly

a biblical worldview. good outcome.
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Acts 16:1-10

Wow! (2 of 2)
What we’ve seen & what’s coming next!

* We're going to * We’re going to be
see how the sharp seeing guidance for
division between parents, church
Paul & Barnabas leaders, & for all
will result in each believers as we
of them bringing a proceed through

younger man along the passage & the
in growth, & training chapters ahead of
& maturity, for even us in the book of
more effectiveness! Acts.
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