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The story of the Trojan
horse is told at length in
Book Il of the and
is touched upon in
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Acts 16:11-12

More we & us!

* One noticeable * This passage
pattern in the book contains the ‘we’
of Acts is that from & ‘us’ references,
chapter 16 to the indicating that Dr.
end of Acts we find Luke is there with
a pattern of use of Paul & Silas &
the words ‘we’ & Timothy, & perhaps
‘us’, reflecting other believers are
that Dr. Luke with them as well,

is with them. but are not named.
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Acts 16:11-12; 2 Timothy 4:11

Dr. Luke is faithful
through ‘thick & thin’

* Dr. Luke would write  * Near the very
the Gospel of Luke end of Paul’s life,
& the book of Acts - he wrote that though
more than a % of he had sent various
the New Testament. ones to different
«But we also see that  Ministries, & there
Paul calls him the were some who ‘fell
‘beloved physician’ off’, only Luke was
(Colossians 4:10). with him.
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Acts 16:11-12

Philippi
* Philippiwas a * Philippi was well-
Roman Colony, developed at the

chosen to represent time, with an agora

Rome locally &
to reward those theater, & pagan
temples.

faithful to Rome.
« It was prominently ~ *On the mountain
Gentile, with very above were mines
few Jews at this & gravestones with
pointin time. pagan markings.
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Acts 16:13

What does it take for a synagogue?

 The tradition of the « So the Jews who

Jews was that ten were present met
adult Jewish males by or along the
were required to Gangites River
form a synagogue. to pray together.

* When there were * Those Jews who
not ten adult Jewish gathered there were
males in a town or most significantly
city, the Jews met women, & perhaps
by a river or some only women —

natural feature. except this time.
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“scarlet... crimson”

» Scarlet dye was
made from murex
shells (Acts 16:14)

» Crimson dye was
made from the eggs
of a crimson worm
(Heb.: tola’at shani)
which infested oak Oak nodules,
trees (2 Chronicles atemporary

home for

227,14;3:14) crimson worms

Murex shells,
the source of
3 scarletdye
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Up.to 10,000 shells
were needed for
one gram of

The Greeks gave the
Phoenicians their
name (phoinikes =
“red ones”), because
the Phoenicians were
the ones who made
the purple dye from
murex shells like these

A gram of dye
was worth 5 to
10 grams of

gold
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Acts 16:14

Women had a more prominent place

* In some areas of
Galatia, & in this
part of Macedonia,
women had a more
prominent role in
society than in the
rest of the Roman
Empire (examples
in Acts 13:50; 17:4,
12).

* That would explain
a few things:

* Lydia, a woman,
sold very expensive
purple goods

* She was from

Thyatira

» A worshipper of
God; likely she
was a God-fearing
Gentile
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Acts 16:14

The Lord opened her heart

« It is critical forthere  « Because of the
to be a work of the work of the Lord
Lord in the heart of in her heart. she

a person, so that he was responsive to

or she will believe.

say, which was to
that work of the Holy
Spiritin the hearts of ~ Present the gospel

unbelieversin John  Of salvationto her
16:5-11. & to the others.
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John 16:5-11

"But now | am going to Him who sent Me; and
none of you asks Me, 'Where are You going?’

6 But because | have said these things to you,
sorrow has filled your heart. 7 But I tell you the
truth, it is to your advantage that | go away; for
if | do not go away, the Helper will not come to
you; but if | go, I will send Him to you. 8 And He,
when He comes, will convict the world concern-
ing sin and righteousness and judgment; 9
concerning sin, because they do not believe in
Me; 10 and concerning righteousness, because
| go to the Father and you no longer see Me; 11
and concerning judgment, because the ruler of
this world has been judged.
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Acts 16:15

She & her household
responded in faith

* Lydia & those * They may have
in her household been baptized right
responded in faith there in the River
to the gospel, & Gangites.
were baptized to « Lydia, being a
picture the salvation  ggjler of purple,
they already had, had a substantial
rather than to business & dwelling

receive salvationby g offer to Paul & his
means of baptism. companions.
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The “Big Picture” *God’s sovereign will is
on God'’s will fixed & irreversible, &

includes your position
& possessions in Him.

» God’s moral will is
revealedin Scripture &
is intended to be lived
by the life of Christ.

* God’s individual will
consists mostly of
learning to make wise
decisions, with godly
wisdom rather than
worldly wisdom.
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Acts 16:5-10

Principles in knowing God'’s will (1 of 3)

* Though God will « Principle 1) The first
very likely not use principle in finding &

the same methods &  Knowing God'’s will is

. to walk in fellowship
means with us as He iy Christ, abiding

did with Paul & his in Christ.

companions, there . Primni .
are some valuable * ({081 2) The W
principles that we looking first for the
can draw from this direction we are to

passage: go, but to Him.
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Acts 16:5-10

Principles in knowing God'’s will (2 of 3)

* Principle 3) God * Principle 4) God has
may indeed use the also provided those
circumstances to who may counsel us
lead & guide us, in areas where they
both negatively & can bring in their
positively, but the experience & their
circumstances are foresight & insights
not a substitute for into God’s word, or

fellowshipwith Jesus  their expertise in
Christ, or His word. specific areas of life.
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Acts 16:5-10

Principles in knowing God'’s will (3 of 3)

* Principle 5) If we are « Principle 6) Even if

walking in fellowship follow Princiol
with Christ, & are Y?hrcc))u%m 5n\?vgp es

fsr%?#(iﬂ%gvvci)drgrge should not expect

godly counsel, thgt God’s will is
then'if God does going to be proven
not seem to provide  out by our path
direction, then God being free of trials,
may be leaving the obstacles, pains

choice to us! & challenges.
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Acts 16:15

It's going to get worse
before it gets better

* Things at Philippi * But we will also

started off pretty see that the terrible
well for them all, circumstances that
with Lydia. Paul & Silas find

- We're going to see themselves in do
in the next passage ~ Not mean that they
that the circum- are outside of God's
stances are going will, or that their
to get really, really terrible circum-

bad for both Paul'& ~ Stances are ‘the
Silas very shortly. end’ for them.
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Acts 16:15

But both the better
& the worse are by God’s intent

* The Lord opened * What will follow in
up Lydia’s heart to Philippi will not be
listen to & respond at all pleasant for
to the gospel. Paul & Silas, but

« Her hospitality will also be what
to Paul & his God uses in their
companions was lives & in the lives
God’s gracious of the jailer & his

provision for them. household forever.
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Acts 16:1-10

Just the beginning!

Barnabas took « This is also just the
John Mark to beginning of show-
Cyprus ing us how God

used Barnabas
to disciple John
f Mark, & He used
‘ Paul to disciple
\ i Timothy — the
sharp disagreement
had a purpose!
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Timothy was
half Jewish,
being born of
a Jewish mother
& a Greek father
(Acts 16:1).
Timothy’s mother
& grandmother,
also believers,
taught Timothy
out of the Old
Testament (1
Timothy 1:5).
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