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Acts 16:16

We were going to the place of prayer

* Their intent was to * The slave girl had
head to the place of multiple owners,

prayer, which we which would imply
can assume is by that she was very
the riverside. ‘valuable’ to them.

* As they were going  * Even with multiple
this slave girl with a owners there was
spirit of divination plenty of profit to
(fortune telling) was divide among
present on the way. them all.
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Acts 16:17

She followed Paul & his companions

* That this slave girl * And every single

followed Paul & word that she said
his companions, was the truth, as far
including Dr. Luke, as we can tell from
was, by itself, not what Dr. Luke wrote
a problem. here in Acts 16:16.

But what the people needed to hear was the truth
straight from these God-appointed men —
not the mocking declaration of a demon,
however truthful in its external expression.
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Luke 15:13; Acts 1:5; 9:23, 43; 13:31; 16:18; 18:18; 25:14; 27:7, 20

She continued

* This slave girl who * But the term ‘many

was possessed by days’ is a term that
a spirit continued is used only by Dr.
with her mocking Luke in Luke & Acts.
public proclamation . The term ‘many
for many days. days’ seems to

* ‘Many days’ by convey a number
itselfis not a of weeks in Luke

precise number. & Acts.
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Acts 16:18

In the name of Jesus Christ, come out!

+ Just as Jesus had * In fact, the evil spirit
commanded the evil came out of her that

spirit to come out of very moment.
a man (Mark 925), « There was no

Paul commanded verbal objection
come out of this resistance to Paul’s
girl who told command to come

fortunes. out of her.
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Acts 16:19-21

Gone out of her

* These owners of the < They seized Paul &

slave girl had seen Silas, hauling them
that the hope of her before the Roman
continuing to tell authorities at the
fortunes was gone. marketplace (agora).

* They were not * Then they made
seeking to have the anti-Jewish slurs &
evil spirit restored, they accused Paul
but were only & Silas of being

seeking revenge. anti-Roman.




image14.PNG
Acts 16:19-21

Chief magistrates

* The owners of the * Though the owners’
slave girl, having real motivation was
seen their big profit revenge, there
opportunity vaporize, was something
hauled Paul & Silas to their charge:
before the pair of +In a Roman
Roman magistrates  ¢olony only
who ruled from the ‘approved gods’

agora (Latin: forum).  \yere allowed.
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Acts 16:22-24; 2 Corinthians 11:25

Mob action

* Without any time to
consider the matter,
or the legal standing
of Paul & Silas (who
were, in fact, Roman
citizens; Acts 16:37),
the crowd joined the
Roman magistrates
in rushing to severe
judgement: beating.

* The prescribed
punishment was
beating with rods
by ‘rod beaters’,

& this they carried
out swiftly, inflicting
many blows with the
Roman lictors’ rods,
known for possibly
even bringing death.
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Acts 16:22-24

Thrown into the inner prison

* The magistrates * Their feet were
handed Paul & Silas  placed in stocks,
over to the jailer, which often meant
commanding that their hands were
Paul & Silas be also in stocks.
guarded securely. « The typical stocks

* The jailerresponded in the inner prison
by placing them in were ‘not at all

the inner prison. comfortable’.
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The “Big Picture” *God’s sovereign will is
on God'’s will fixed & irreversible, &

includes your position
& possessions in Him.

» God’s moral will is
revealedin Scripture &
is intended to be lived
by the life of Christ.

* God’s individual will
consists mostly of
learning to make wise
decisions, with godly
wisdom rather than
worldly wisdom.
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Acts 16:1-24
God’s will & the outcomes

* Paul & his * As they followed the
companions were Lord’s clear direction
clearly directed not & went to Philippi, at
to go to Bithynia, but  first they found good

instead they were circumstances at the
directed to go to home of Lydia, who
Macedonia. was wealthy.

But then the circumstances turned really bad
when Paul & Silas were beaten & jailed. Neither
good nor bad circumstances tell us directly
whether something is God’s will, or not.
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Acts 1‘?518 « We can also look at
But Paul was our Lord as we read

greatly annoyed”  about Him in John

- 2 Corinthians 2:12-13, ~ chapter 17 &in
“Now when | came to  parallel passages.

Troas for the gospel « While the Lord

of Christ and when a may grant us a

door was opened for peace that passes

hmazl?wghr(:;sl,_tc:‘rodr’ r:13 ' understanding, we
y can be in the Lord’s

spirit, not finding Titus . . .
my brother; but taking \(ljvi”sltissguui)f-ggpgnce

my leave of them,
| went on to even annoyance

Macedonia.” at times.
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Acts 16:1-24

What will come from
these horrible circumstances?

* Paul & Silas are
in real bad shape,

medically speaking.

* And they are placed
in the inner prison in
stocks — they are not
in the most pleasant
condition nor the best
circumstances for
recovery from their
injuries.

* Will they faint, or will

they complain, or will
they go into shock?

» Will their moaning

& screaming or their
exhaustion dominate
the sounds of that
inner prison there

in Philippi that
dreadful night?
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Acts 16:1-15

Paul & his companions in Philippi

» Paul had begun with  * By the time they
Timothy in Galatia. reached Troas, Dr.

Luke appears to
have joined them
(& possibly others).

* From there, they

* Timothy was half
Greek & half Jew, &
Paul circumcised him.

* Paul & Silas & crossed over to
Timothy were directed Macedonia, & began
to go to Macedonia ministry in Philippi.

(European continent).
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Acts 16:1-15

It started with Lydia, & then...

* As Paul & his * Lydia insisted
companions went that Paul & his
to the riverside, they =~ companions stay
talked to the women  at her home.

who were gathered. .yt just as Paul

* Lydia, a seller of & his companions
purple goods, was were headed to the
responsive to their place of prayer,
gospel message, there was a rather

& believed. ‘dramatic change’.
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