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Acts 16:25

The prisoners were listening

* We could well * The prisoners were
imagine that the listening, Dr. Luke
other prisoners wrote, in the middle
with Paul & Silas voicel!
were hearingwhat . The other prisoners
Paul & Silas prayed were actively listen-
& sang, especially ing, with the result of
since they were a that listening coming
captive audience! back on themselves!

The other prisoners with Paul & Silas were
being impacted by the prayer & singing!
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Acts 16:26

Earthquakes were common, but...

- Earthquakes were * So the earthquake
common in that part had both usual &
?r‘:at?gs";gé?bfs?he natural aspects, &
account is not glso shoyved God’s

intervention as to

extraordinary.
. the timing & the
But an earthquake unlocking of doors,

that happened right )
then, & frees all the gates & chains of
prisoners would all of the prisoners

be exceptional! in the Philippi jail.
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Acts 16:26

What was the
pagan view of earthquakes?

* As we are going to + So for the pagans,

find out soon, the to have a very large
pagan perspective earthquake meant
on earthquakes that the pagans

was that the gods had done something
would express to make the gods
their angerin really angry — so
various ways, angry that the gods
& that included sent a very large

the earthquakes. earthquake!
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Acts 16:26 ) )
The magistrates will

soon be in a panic!

* We will soon find out + The two magistrates
that the magistrates  will soon be in big
will be in a panicina  trouble with Roman

short period of time - law in three different
& for at least three ways, & the local
reasons! magistrates will also
- The magistrates view themselves as
will soon see in really big trouble
themselves as with the pagan gods
being in very as well - they will be

serious trouble! deeply frightened!
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Acts 16:27

Imagine the jailer’s state of mind!

* The jailer, having * In the culture of the
just awakened from day, the jailer would
sleep, was startled very likely be given
to discover that the the death penalty
doors were open & for allowing the
he assumed that prisoners to
the prisoners had escape.
allescaped & that . Kjlling oneself was
he would be held more honorable

accountable! than execution.
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Acts 16:28

Do not harm yourself!

* Paul, knowing full * The influence of
well that the culture Paul & Silas was
would drive the jailer  toward saving the
to take his own life, prisoners, who
told the jailer loudly stayed in the jail,
not to harm himself! & to save the jailer!

Paul & Silas did what was the exact opposite
of what we would normally come to expect!
Included in that was seeking to have the jailer be
saved instead of getting what’s coming to him!
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Acts 16:29-30

He called for lights & rushed in!

* The jailer was * He rushed in, as we
compelled to check would understand,
out Paul’s claim, because his life
which was, from a was at stake!
human viewpoint, * The jailer trembled
just unbelievable! with fear & fell down

* So he called for before Paul & Silas!
lights, because » Would you do the
the inner jail same if your life

was unlit! had been spared?
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Acts 16:29-30

He brought them out & said...

* The jailer brought * The jailer saw that
out Paul & Silas, & Paul & Silas lived
apparently only Paul  a life & displayed
& Silas, but not the a power far, far
other prisoners. beyond his own.

Paul & Silas seemed to know a power well
beyond those that threatened the jailer’s very life!
It was more than the power of the Roman Empire

& more than the power of all the pagan gods!
Paul & Silas did not live like anyone else, either!
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Acts 16:29-30 .
o * He has just seen an

What must | earthquake, usually
do to be saved?  attributed to the
anger of the gods,

* If we put ourselves free all of his

in the jailer’s place

for a moment, we prisoners.
can begin to * But all the prisoners
understand stayed in the cells!
his question: - And Paul & Silas

* He has just have prayed & have

g%%r;fﬁ (a)gesclj.licide praised God until the

rather than death by earth_qua'ke at
the Roman Empire. ~ Midnight!
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Acts 16:31

Do, or believe?

* The jailer asked * His question was
what he must do rather simple, & so
to be saved, which was Paul’'s answer

strongly implied that ~ to the jailer:
he knew that Paul & . gelieve in the Lord

S.ilas cou!d answer Jesus Christ & you
his question. will be saved.

Believe in Christ: who He is & what He has
done & you will be saved. It's that simple.
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Acts 16:31

Believe in who Christ is
& what He has done

» Paul summarized
the gospel (the good
news of salvation)
about what Christ
did that must be
believed, that is,
the who & what,
which he gave
in 1 Corinthians
15:3&4:

*“For | delivered to
you as of first
importance what |
also received, that
Christ died for our
sins according to the
Scriptures, 4 and
that He was buried,
and that He was
raised on the third
day according to the
Scriptures,”
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Acts 16:31
Beware the wrong Jesus,

the gospel plus, or the gospel minus!

* Various voices will * They present
err in delivering this something short of
simple message of the true gospel of
salvation, & though salvation — the

their errors differ, it gospel ‘lite’.
comes down to just . They present
three things: something more

* They present than the true gospel
the wrong Jesus — of salvation — the
not the Jesus of gospel plus what

the Bible. you have to do.
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Acts 16:31

You & your household

* The same gospel * That he died for your
we present to you, sins, was buried, &
Mr. Jailer, is offered rose again, then you
to you & all of your & every person in
household. your household who

. If you & those Of belieVeS W|” be
your household will ~ saved eternally.

believe in the Lord * It’s that simple &
Jesus Christ... it's that universal.
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Acts 16:32

The word * Acts 8:25
of the Lord + Acts 11:16

*The term, ‘theword ~ *Acts 12:24
of the Lord’, which * Acts 13:44
means the message < Acts 13:48
about Christfor the . Acts 13:49
salvation of every- « Acts 15:35
one who believes, « Acts 15:36
is used from before | Acts 16:32
Paul was saved on —_===
into Paul’s third * Acts 19:10
missionary journey.  *Acts 19:20
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Acts 16:33

The jailer washed their wounds, &...

* The jailer washed * The jailer & all his
the wounds of Paul household, having
& Silas, which were believed, were
severe, & usually baptized because

got badly infected they believed &
& even more painful.  were saved.

We will notice the words of immediacy
in the jailer’s actions with Paul, Silas & the
jailer’'s own household. He was very responsive!
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Acts 16:34

Food! Faith! Family!

* The jailerthen seta « The jailer & those of

meal before Paul & his household had
Silas, who had not believed in ‘the God’
eaten since some- & the salvation He
time the day before, provided by grace
after the slave-girl through faith in

had been liberated Christ — who He
from the python was & what He
spirit that had had done so that

controlled her. he & we are saved.
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Acts 16:25-34

The critical gospel

* One of the * It is critical that
essentials that nobody redirects
comes out of this on who Christ is,
passage is the & that nobody adds
critical gospel, to or takes away
that Christ, Who from the gospel
is identified in of salvation:
the Bible, died * No ‘gospel plus’
for our sins, was or ‘gospel minus’

buried & rose again.  messages.
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Acts 16:25-34

God’s will does not mean ‘easy’

* Paul & Silas & * At first the physical
Timothy were circumstances were
directed earlier in great, when they
Acts chapter 16 were invited to stay
away from going with Lydia & she
to Bithynia, but provided for them
were directed to very well, but when
go to Macedonia, things got rough,
where Philippi they were still in

was located. God'’s will.
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Acts 16:25-34

God’s opportunity may look ‘hard’!

* We might have * But the opportunity
easily understood that God provided
it if Paul & Silas was when they
were overwhelmed, were in pain &

& they just stayed great discomfort, &

in their misery mode.  bad circumstances.

lll-treated, beaten, uncomfortable, & in

unpleasant & unsanitary conditions was
‘God’s golden opportunity’ for Paul & Silas,
& God’s gospel opportunity for all in the jail.
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Acts 16:25-34; 2 Corinthians 11:25 (beaten with rods 3 times)

, * Why does Paul not
Whatabout Paul's  press for his rights

& Silas’ ‘civil rights'?  earlier in Philippi, but

- As we will see, the later in Acts he does
magistrates had at press for his rights?
least three serious » As we will see, Paul
legal problems in does not maximize
what they did to his civil rights all the
Paul & Silas, & time, nor does he
Paul & Silas set aside his rights,
could have but instead he aims
pressed for to maximize the

their rights! spiritual opportunity!




image1.png
OSmyrna  Antioc
Laodices
Miletus™ ©

M
Colossael” |





image2.PNG
Acts 16:25

The start of a miserable night?

* By any usual, typical <A Roman lictor’s

human experience, beating with rods
Paul & Silas were was quite severe,
about to have a but then to be sent
most miserable to a Roman-run
night, following prison & fastened
a shockingly to the foot stocks,
horrible day, & likely other

by earthly confinement,

measure. was real bad!
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Acts 16:25

Praying & singing hymns of praise

* Paul & Silas did not ¢ Instead, we read
spend the day & the  about their praying

evening moaning, & singing hymns

or griping or even of praise to God.
complainingabout . Theijr prayers may
their pain & have included pray-
discomfort, even ing for their fellow
though they had prisoners & singing
very good reason about the gospel

to do so. of salvation.




