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Acts 17:16-34; last part of Feb to the middle of Mar 51 AD

When in Athens...

* The Scripture * While in Athens,
passages for today Paul does go first to
& for next Sunday the Jews, as usual,
will take us to but most of what Dr.
Athens, Greece. Luke recorded for us

« Paul will be without ~ in the rest of Acts
his other ministry chapter 1,7 has do
companions, alone with Paul’s inter-
among the Greeks actions with the

of Athens for a time.  Greek philosophers.
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Acts 17:16-34; last part of Feb to the middle of Mar 51 AD

Not just ‘twiddling his thumbs’

* Though Paulis « Athens in Paul’s
waiting for his day, is a unique city,
companions, he with a unique set of
is not just sitting opportunities to
around. convey the gospel

_ of Jesus Christ.
* Instead, Paul is « Athens is also,

looking around the as we will see,
city for opportunities  the ‘seat’ of Greek

to convey the gospel  philosophy, ‘worldly
in a way that will wisdom, & pagan

‘connect’ with them.  idolatry.
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Acts 17:16-34; last part of Feb to the middle of Mar 51 AD

The Athens that was

*In 620, a leader * Persian king Xerxes,
in Athens named (519-466 BC) known
Draco instituted as Ahasuerus in
some severe the biblical book of
measures to Esther, destroyed
govern Athens, the city of Athens.
& those severe « Athens was the
measures are home of Greek
where we get philosophers
our term English Socrates, Plato,

‘draconian’. Aristotle, & others.
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Acts 17:16 « Christian parents,

Many valuable friends, & relatives
biblical applications & all of us within the
« There will be church body have
valuable biblical an opportunity with
applicationsto draw  the childreniin our
from this passagein  livestoconveya
Acts chapter 17, blpllqal worldview,
including: thinking through

« How should we ook What all that biblical

- worldview means.
upon opportunities
to share the gospel ~ *And there are also

in our increasingly great insights into
pagan world? the will of God.
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Acts 17:16
Disturbing idols

* Paul had seen lots * Dr Luke draws upon

of idols & idolatry one of his favorite
in his travels in the words: ‘full’.
Roman Empire - & . pay| observed that
much more. was ‘full’ of idols,

* But the saturation which provoked
of idolatry within the Paul’s spirit for
culture of Athens good purpose,
was disturbing as we will soon

to him. see.
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Acts 17:17; 17:2; 18;19
In the synagogue

* In the Jewish » Paul spoke to & with
synagogue in Athens  Jews, who would
Paul reasoned from have been of the

the Old Testament Pharisee persuasion,
Scriptures to show & God-fearing

that Jesus was the Gentiles, like
long-promised Cornelius of
Messiah. Caesarea.

So Paul went to the Jew first, then the Greek
(Gentiles), as usual. His interactions with the
Gentiles are mostly what Dr. Luke recorded.
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Acts 17:17

And in the marketplace

* The marketplace, * The marketplace
called the agora, would have been a
was the center of place to find open-
buying & selling, of ings to present the
course, butalso a gospel, mostly
place of public among the many
interaction of pagans of varying
various kinds, persuasions who
providing an would be present

opportunity. there.
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Acts 17:18

Philosophers in Athens

* Athens was the * There were a few
‘capital’ of Greek centuries of Greek
philosophy, which philosophical
was highly regarded  ‘traditions’ that
among the Greeks, had their origins
Romans, & many & ongoing support
others in the Roman & developmentin
Empire & beyond. the city of Athens.

The Greek philosophers impacted Christianity
for more than 1000 years after this time!
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Creation:

God:

Soul:

Sin:

Life on earth:

Afterlife:

Hell:

Fire, Air, Earth, Water
all held together by
the impersonal logos

Pantheistic materialist;
gods are mythical

The soul is in reality
physical — not spiritual
Error is acting contrary
to the laws of nature
Everything is subject
to the pull of fate

Afterlife is what the
physical parts do next

There is no underworld
or place of torture

Materialist atomic
worldview, just natural
laws

Gods exist, but are
separate from us

The atomic soul ends at
death

Pain avoidance is
the priority

Pain avoidance; live
according to nature

Death ends existence,
SO no resurrection

There is no underworld
or place of torture
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Acts 17:18

Idle babbler... strange deities

* The ‘marketplace * They used the term
philosophers’ ‘idle babbler’ (NAS),
expressed two which was from a
viewpoints about term that meant that
the things that Paul picked up
Paul said. scraps for a living!

These ‘marketplace philosophers’ also said that
Paul proclaimed strange deities, because He
spoke about Jesus & a physical resurrection,

& the Greeks were skeptical of resurrection.
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Acts 17:19

Your viewpoint is ‘interesting’

* These marketplace  + Since many of these
philosophers spoke men were of the
in denigrating ways Epicurian & Stoic

about what Paul philosopher world-
was speaking of. view, they would
« But the fact that tend to evaluate

what he was telling ~ everything from
them was new made  those worldviews,
it interesting to them. ~ but ‘new’ was OK.
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Acts 17:20

New & strange

* These marketplace  + The marketplace

philosophers were philosophers also
intrigued by what- liked ‘strange’

ever came along because they liked
that was new, to consider new
because they & strange ideas,
liked hearing possibly even
about it, & incorporating them
evaluating it into their worldview

& discussingit. in some way.
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Acts 17:21

A ‘something new’ vacation?

* The Athenians
really liked to hear
about, & discuss
‘something new’ —
anything new,
actually.

* [t seems that some
of the people who
visited Athens would
come there with that
in mind!

* On that basis, these
people invited Paul
to come speak at the
‘Athens Philosophy
Club’ © which met
at the Areopagus
(‘Hill of Ares’), near
the Parthenon, also
called ‘Mars Hill’ by
the Romans.
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Acts 17:16-34

From the marketplace to the hill

* We have seen that Paul + So we are going to be
has found a place & an  looking carefully for
approach to discussion.  what Paul tells these

« Once having found the Greeks & also what
place & approach to a he doesn't tell them.

further discussion, then And there are aoin
what & how fo present to be insights f%r ug

the gospel is another about parenting, &

question - & Paul has .
some very good & among the family &

clear answers for us. friends & church body.
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Acts 17:16

His spirit provoked within him

* In this instance * While the fruit of the
Paul’s own spirit Spirit — the outcome
was being provoked  of walking in the
within him, & we Spirit (Galatians
read that Paul’s 5:16-5:25) - is
spirit had no rest peace, we may
regarding Titus in have a ‘useful’

2 Corinthians 2:13. disturbance of spirit.

Even when we are walking in the Spirit, & abiding
in Christ there may be times when our spirit is
provoked & unrested for good spiritual purposes!
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