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Acts 19:28-29

Crowd manipulation

* Demetrius had * 1) Some were drawn
accomplished his in by emotions of the
aim, & the emotion- apparently growing
ally-driven crowd crowd in moving
picked up others towards the theater
who were nearby, & gaining support in
of two kinds: glorifying Artemis.

2) Two of Paul’s fellow believers who were

travelling companions & ministry supporters
were grabbed as well: Gaius & Aristarchus.
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Acts 19:30-31

Disciples & Asiarchs

* Though Paul wanted < Even the Asiarchs

to go to the theater, (‘Asia + rulers’) with
having not originally =~ whom Paul had
been taken there, become friends,

the disciples (fellow warned Paul again
believers in Christ), & again to stay away
would not allow from the theater in
Paul to go there. Ephesus.

More than 100 inscriptions have been found in &
around Ephesus (‘Asia’) mentioning the Asiarchs.
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ASIARCH INSCRIPTION. The Greek word Asiarchs appears just once in the
New Testament—in Acts 19:31—and is translated as “officials of the
province of Asia.” A number of Greek inscriptions include this word, such
as this inscription from a pillar at the theater of Miletus, 30 miles from
Ephesus. It includes the name “M(arcus) Antonius Apollodorus, the
Asiarch.” In other inscriptions Asiarchs are paired with the epithets
“philanthropists,” “benefactors” and “orators.” Biblical Archaeology
Review, Jul/Aug 2016, James R. Edwards
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Inscriptions & Dr. Luke On Official Titles

* Cyprus: proconsul, Acts 13:7
* Philippi: Roman colony, Acts 16:12
* Philippi: stratagoi, “magistrates”, Acts 16:38

*» Thessalonica: politarchs, “city authorities”,
Acts 17:6

* Ephesus: asiarchs, “officials of the province”,
Acts 19:31

» Malta: protos, “leading man [of the island]”,
Acts 28:7
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Acts 19:32-33

Alexander will speak! Or not...

* There were multiple  « Alexander is put
voices & messages,  forth by the Jews
mass confusion, & opposing Paul &
most did not have the qospel. & he
any idea what the gc tp d t
assemblywas about. ~ €venintends to

. . . speak to the crowd,
Emotions ran high, in defense of the

but clear thought, . .
purpose & orderly Jews'’ perspective,
communication but that’s not what’s

do not prevail. going to happen.
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Acts 19:34

Boo for the Jew! Cheers for Artemis!

* The Gentile pagan * For two whole hours

crowd, on seeing the crowd shouted in
that Alexander was unison, “Great is

a Jew, intending to Artemis of the
speak for the Jews, Ephesians!!!”.
immediately threw « Now there was a
themselves into an unity among them,
anti-Jewish ‘froth’, externally anyway,
as if this was a that brought every-

sporting event ©. one together.
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Acts 19:35-36

Facts, calm, but nothing rash

* The ‘town clerk’ * His perspective
who acted rather was pagan, & he
in the capacity of a gl‘jgg osrrt)glﬁhlg
mayor, had been glory of the pagan

notified either by a goddess Artemis.

messengerorbythe g i po called u
_ . pon
noise of the crowd, the crowd to base

or both, was called their actions on the
to this emotion- facts, keep calm &
driven scene to do nothing rash.

bring order.
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Acts 19:37-38

Not robbers or blasphemers,
but the courts are available

*On the one hand, « They were certainly
g%usl%l(\jnstarchus not thieves, either,
aul did not go but rather ideal

about presenting o

the gospel b citizens.

‘dissing’ on the « As the ‘mayor’ told
pagan goddess or them, the courts

thedeitiesorpowers,  were all available to
but s?:d that Jes;s them to bring valid
was the name above N

grievances before
those many names. judges & proconsuls.
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Acts 19:39-41

Danger of being
accused of riot

* The ‘mayor’ urged
them all to use due
process of law to
deal with any real
issues.

* But the legal,
political & military
dangers were many
& possibly quite
severe.

* The city officials
could pose financial
penalties against
Demetrius & other
leaders of the guilds,
& against the guilds
— or worse.

* In the very worst
case, the Roman
authorities could
use military power
to suppress a riot.
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Romans 15:22-25...29-32 (written winter 56/57 AD)

For this reason | have often been prevented from
coming to you; 23 but now, with no further place for me
in these regions, and since | have had for many years
a longing to come to you 24 whenever | go to Spain--
for | hope to see you in passing, and to be helped on
my way there by you, when | have first enjoyed your
company for a while-- 25 but now, | am going to
Jerusalem serving the saints.. 29 [ know that when |
come to you, | will come in the fullness of the blessing
of Christ. 30 Now | urge you, brethren, by our Lord
Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive
together with me in your prayers to God for me, 31 that
| may be rescued from those who are disobedient in
Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may prove
acceptable to the saints; 32 so that | may come to you
in joy by the will of God and find refreshing rest in your

company.
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Acts 9:10-17 (summer 35 AD)

Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias;
and the Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias." And he
said, "Here | am, Lord." 11 And the Lord said to him,
"Get up and go to the street called Straight, and inquire
at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named
Saul, for he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision
a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on
him, so that he might regain his sight." 13 But Ananias
answered, "Lord, | have heard from many about this
man, how much harm he did to Your saints at
Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief
priests to bind all who call on Your name." 15 But the
Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of
Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings
and the sons of Israel; 16 for | will show him how much
he must suffer for My name's sake."
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Acts 20:22-24

"And now, behold, bound by the Spirit, | am

on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what

will happen to me there, 23 except that the
Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every
city, saying that bonds and afflictions await me.
24 But | do not consider my life of any account
as dear to myself, so that | may finish my
course and the ministry which | received

from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly

of the gospel of the grace of God."
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Acts 19:21-41

Demetrius, guilds & the world system

« Demetrius appears  * The guilds, as a part
to have been a of the world system,

leader of the guild }Nerg ? major istshue
of the silversmiths, &  'Of DEIEVersintne

has called together Féagar? W;rld. »
the various guilds ven in Revelation

that made idols, chapters 2 & 3, the

| . guilds remained a
amulets, souvenirs, huge issue for the

etc. focusing on churches, one
Artemis. believer at a time.




