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Genesis 1:26-28

Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our
image, according to Our likeness; and let them
rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds
of the sky and over the cattle and over all the
earth, and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth." 27 God created man

in His own image, in the image of God He
created him; male and female He created
them.

See also Genesis 5:1; 9:6; Matthew 19:4; Mark
10:6; 1 Corinthians 11:7, & James 3:9, among
many other critical & relevant passages.
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Acts 20:17-38

The very best
apostolic witness

* Between Paul
spending about
three years with the
church at Ephesus,
addressing these
elders in multiple
exceptional ways,
writing at least one
letter to them, &
sending Timothy...

* And the book of
Hebrews was very
likely written to the
Jews in Ephesus...

* And the apostle
John spending at
least the last two
decades of his life
in Ephesus...

» And the first of the
seven messages to
the churches of Asia
to this specific
church body...
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Arno C. Gaebelein (1861-1945) wrote of Acts 20:17-38,
“The entire address contains the characteristic phrases so
%enerally employed by the apostle. These phrases used by

aul or in connection with him are often found in the Book
of Acts: “Lying in wait”, or plot (ix:24, xx:3, xxiii:30); house
to house (viii:3); faith in the Lord Jesus (xxiv:24, xxvi:18);
and now behold (xiii:11); bound in the spirit (xix:21);
afflictions (xiv:22); course (xiii:25); | am pure (xviii:6); the
counsel of God f(xiii:36); appointed (xix:21); perverse (xiii:8,
10); the Word of His Grace (xiv:3). Compare 1 Thess. i:5, 9
with verse 18 in this chapter. Serving the Lord (Rom. xii:11);
humility of mind (Col, ii:18); tears (2 Cor. ii:4); profitable (1
Cor. x:23); Jews and Greeks (Rom. i:16); finish my course
(Phil. iii:12, 2 Tim. iv:7); ministry which | received (Col.
iv:17, Rom. i:5, Eph. ii:7, Col. i:23, 25, 1 Tim. i:12); from
the Lord (Gal. i:12, 1 Cor. ix:23); see my face (Col. ii:1);
admonish (Rom. xv:14, Col. i:28, iii:16‘?; covet (Rom. vii:7),
these hands ministered (1 Cor. iv:12, 1 Thess. ii:9, 2 Thess.
iii:8), laboring (1 Thess. v:14, 1 Cor. xii:28), remember (Gal.
ii:10, Eph. ii:2, Col. iv:18, etc.).”
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Acts 20:18-21

How Paul came &
what he had done

*We see in these
verses that Paul
was humble &
compassionate,
that he carried
out what God
called for him
to do with all
courage &
persistence.

* Paul did not shrink
back from the full
message & the full
purpose of God.

* Paul took up
the opportunity on
different scales & in
different situations.

* He carried his
Jesus-given
message to
Jews & Gentiles
to repent & to
put faith in Christ.
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Acts 20:22-23

Bonds & afflictions await me

* From Acts 9:16 * He had known
on Paul knew in since the time when
advance that he he wrote the book of

Romans that he was

would encounter led by God to go to

trouble & trials & Jerusalem & Rome,
that he would be even knowing that
taught by them great trouble was

& about them. in store for him.

But Paul proceeded just as the Lord led him,
in spite of any human fears, however reasonable.
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Acts 20:24

Paul’s priorities

*Evenifthe events & < Paul will ‘stay the

circumstances that course’ because
are headed Paul’s he knows that the
way come to the assignment he was
point of being life- given was from the
threatening, he will Lord Jesus Christ

not be persuaded to Himself, & that the
turn aside or to turn warnings do not
back! Why not? mean ‘I quit’.

Paul knew his spiritual priorities, & would
not be distracted or dissuaded from them!
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Acts 20:20-24

1 did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable,
and teaching you publicly and from house to house, 21 solemnl
testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and
aith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, bound by the
Spirit, | am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen
to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me
in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions await me. 24 But | do
not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that | may
finish my course and the ministry which | received from the Lord

Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God.

Acts 23:11
But on the night immediately following, the Lord stood at his side
and said, "Take courage; for as you have solemnl\¥ witnessed to
My cause at Jerusalem, so you must witness at Rome also.

Acts 28:23
When they had set a day for Paul, they came to him at his lodging
in large numbers; and he was explaining to them by solemnl
testiﬁing about the kingdom of God and trying to persuade
them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and
from the Prophets, from morning until evening.
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Acts 20:17-38

Paul's Iongggt * Paul tells them all
speech to Christians  \yhat he has done,

* Acts 20:17-38 is what's ahead for
Dr. Luke’s record of him, & what is
the longest of Paul's  ahead for all of the
speeches addressed  elders at Ephesus.
to Christians in the « Paul will urge these
whole book of Acts. men about what is

+ It is a final farewell very important, &
speech packed with upon what & upon
Paul’s exhortations, Whom they must
spiritual priorities, & keep their focus in
intense warnings. the times to come.
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Acts 20:17-38

Paul spoke to men!

* While Paul carried * Paul was a biblically

on ministry to the qualified man, who
men and the women  spoke at a pivotal &
wherever he went, critical pointin his &
in this final address the church’s history
to the church at to biblically qualified
Ephesus he spoke men, bringing to light
to the elders, who the truths of greatest
were all biblically importance &

qualified men. impact!
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