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Acts 21:30-31

A quick assessment

* The Jews who had
come from Ephesus,
who were present
in Jerusalem at the
time of Pentecost,
had seen Paul with
the Gentile named
Trophimus, & they
assumed that Paul
had brought him into
the inner temple.

* Rather than keeping
matters in order they
stirred up the Jews
around Jerusalem,
while the Jewish
temple guard took
Paul out of the inner
temple & closed the
gates to keep every-
one out of the inner
temple!
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The Jews were a owed to eep
— even to the point of capital punishment — but it
was the Romans’ responsibility to keep order in
the City of Jerusalem overall. The soldiers on
duty on the towers would report the mob action
to the commander at the Fortress Antonia.
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Acts 21:32-33

Tension was ramping up!

* In just nine years the < But until then the

Jews would revolt Romans ruled with
againstthe Romans, deadly force, & the
killing every single Jews all knew it.
Roman SO|diel’ in the . None Of them dared
Fortress Antonia! resist the Roman

» Tension was commander, & his
ramping up! centurions & soldiers.

We will find out that the Roman commander’s
name is Claudius Lysias (Acts 23:26;24:7; 24:22).
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Acts 21:34

The Jews had just a few...
really BIG problems

*While the Jews were +Moses told them in

allowed to execute Deuteronomy 17:2-7
someone who ‘they must inquire
violated the thoroughly’, with two
‘holy place’, or three witnesses

it must be an confirming; Numbers
official action 15:35, 36 says that
& be done in an capital punishment
orderly manner must be carried out

—not by a mob. ‘outside the camp’.
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Acts 21:35-36; 14:19; 16:19-22; 17:5-8, 13; 19:25-34; 9:16; 20:23

The soldiers ended up rescuing Paul!

* Paul was now in » With a soldier
his sixth incident chained to each of
of public mayhem Paul’s hands, the
in reaction to his soldiers carried Paul
ministry for Christ. towards the soldiers’
« We are told that ‘barricks’: Antonia
Paul was warned Fortress, via the
about how this stairs that led from
time in Jerusalem the temple court-

would end up. yard to the fortress.
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“Away with him!” does not mean,
“Take him someplace else!”

John 19:15 (see also Luke 23:18)

So they cried out, "Away with Him, away with
Him, crucify Him!" Pilate said to them, "Shall |
crucify your King?" The chief priests answered,
"We have no king but Caesar."

Acts 9:23

When many days had elapsed, the Jews
plotted together to do away with him,...

Acts 21:36 (see also Acts 22:22)

...for the multitude of the people kept
following them, shouting, "Away with him!"
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Acts 21:35-36; John 15:1-8; 1 Corinthians 1:9; 2 Corinthians
3:18; Galatians 5:16-18, 22-25; Ephesians 4:20-24; 5:18-22

When the going gets tough...

* When the going gets *He is called to
tough, God’s manis  Walk in the Spirit,
called to continue individually, & then
abiding in Christ, alongside others

i who walk in the
fellowshipping Spirit as well.

\g'tﬁ 'I_gm & * God’s man is
enoiding called to be filled
Christ the with Christ by
Lord. means of the Spirit.

God’s man is to learn Christ.
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Acts 21:35-36

Not awesome & impressive self-dependence, but
Christ-dependence & Christian inter-dependence

* In our culture we * But Christ calls us to
are impressed by a life of dependence
the talents & the upon Him, & of close
determination of intimacy with Him.
individuals. « And Christ calls us

* But that is not to walk together with
what God is doing Him, not just being
in each of us, & in independent, but
all of us together inter-dependently
as a church body, dependent upon

bought by Him. Him, together.
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"No man of another nation is to enter
within the fence and enclosure round the
temple. And whoever is caught will have
himself to blame that his death ensues."

NHOENAA/\/\OFENHEQﬂ@»
-~ PEYEZOAIENTOS T
- PITOIEPONTPY PAK T
- TTEPIBOAOYO™ & ANA
- POHEAY TOUAITIOE
" TAINATOE = AROAOY
OEINOANATON





image3.png
Acts 21:27-29: June 2, 57 AD

What Paul actually said

* What Paul actually < Paul did say that the
said was that Jesus Law of Moses would

was the Messiah not make a person
promised long ago justified before God
in what we call the but that believing in
Old Testament, & Christ, a person

he did not speak would be justified
against the Jews, before God (Acts
or the Law. 13:39).

He also told the Gentile believers to abide by
things similar to what the Jews required of the
God-fearing Gentiles, as had been decided by

the apostles & elders in Jerusalem (Acts 15:29).
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Acts 21:30-31

What Paul actually did

* Acts 20:4 names * The only ones that
seven men from the Paul brought into the
churches in Berea, temple area were
Thessalonica, Derbe  the four Jews who
& Asia who had had made a vow,
accompanied Paul & Paul was to fund
with the financial their sacrifices for
gift for the church seven days, but on
in Judea, plus Dr. this, the fifth day, the

Luke. Jews ‘went wild’.




